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Loving completely.  That’s truly what we are seeking to do at 
Coventry Christian Schools.  Will we ever truly be up to this task?  
As parents, we struggle enough with learning to love our children 
as we should.  Sure, we all have tremendous affection for them, 
but affection alone is not love.  Love requires much that does not 
come naturally to us.  

Our mission statement says that we will nurture young people in 
the faith, hope, and love of Jesus Christ.  That mission sounds 
warm and fuzzy, doesn’t it?  Mmmmm.  Faith, hope, and love.  
Give me a blanket and a warm fire.  Let’s cozy on up to that.  
If only these three virtues were as simple and automatic as they 
sound.  Nurturing young people in faith, hope, and love is not 
simply about creating a Christian environment for our students.  In 
a fallen world, faith, hope, and love are required for survival, and 
rigorous training is the only method for growing them.

Faith, hope, and love all require us to intentionally introduce 
challenge and yes, even pain and suffering, to our children’s 
experiences.  Faith is only faith when the thing believed or hoped 
for is unseen or even seemingly unlikely.  It is only nurtured by 
trial.  It may grow by inches when life is easy, but it grows by 
miles when life is hard.  Hope is only necessary when the present 
is not all we would like it to be or even not all that it should be.  
When everything is going alright and all is victory, hope is only 
a cozy word.  It is not the life-giving power that it becomes when 
the present is undesirable.  Affection can only mature into true 
love when the object of one’s love is hard to like—namely, when 
patience, forgiveness, and self-sacrifice are required.

Andrew Peterson has written a song entitled, “No More Faith,” in 
which he expresses his longing for the day when faith and hope 
become obsolete because he will see the Lord face to face.  Until 
that day when he can let them go and hold on to love, the only 
thing that remains, he asks that God help him in his unbelief.   

As parents, we are given the role of helping our children to mature 
in their faith, hope, and love.  What a challenge!  When we waiver, 
may God help us in our unbelief.

In this issue of Insight, which truly came together by Providence, 
we explore some of the ways that we are currently being led by God 
through experiences and decisions that we pray will help us love 
our children, our students, more completely.  Two of our newest 
teachers, Mike Lenick and Abbie Fehr, share the rationale for two 
great trials:  work and Latin.  They help us to understand why these 
are both good gifts that God has provided his children.  Rachel 
Kratz helps us to get to know one of our Project Purpose moms 
who is experiencing hope in Christ through Project Purpose, which 
is growing our students’ capacity to love.  Mrs. Barton shares with 
us the hope that she has discovered through suffering, providing 
us with a testimony that brings credibility to the theology we teach 
our students but that does not become real until God provides an 
exhibition match as he has done with Mrs. Barton’s battle with 
cancer.  I’m so pleased to share with you the improvement of our 
math curriculum with the adoption of the Singapore approach in 
our primary grades.  CCS Trustee, Mary Cutillo, has done a fine 
job giving us a snapshot of this exciting curriculum development.

No, I’m not satisfied yet.  We are not yet the school God is calling 
us to be.  Still, as I reflect upon the content of this issue and the 
stories behind the stories, I am greatly encouraged by the evident 
hand of God in our work.  He is faithful.  He who has begun a 
good work in us will bring it to completion.  I thank Him for our 
partnership in that endeavor, and I thank you for your love and 
support of CCS.

by Paul Q. Fisher, M. Ed.
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called equal. Insomuch as each burden or act of suffering calls us 
to remembrance and jolts us to act on the reality that this fallen 
life is blissfully temporary, we share suffering as a call to greater 
joy. It is sacred to yearn for the blessings of the life to come for 
ourselves and others.  Suffering accomplishes this yearning.

Suffering allows us to drop the trappings of our routine cares 
and to consider the value of time well spent. I now can consider 
being struck with weakness as a blessing. There are many days 
that I cannot walk thirty paces without having to pause from 
breathlessness as my body works hard to fight my illness. I have 
experienced holding on to a shopping cart for strength to stand as 
I maneuvered through the store, and many times I have stopped 
and pressed my back against the wall to prevent falling from poor 
balance as students flow through the hall.  I now know in my 
heart that my value does not come from my actions worked by 
my physical strength and stamina. I have been guilty of thriving 
on long work days, attributing my value to my ability to produce 
work. The Lord is teaching me that I have eternal value without 
these things. He assures me that He provides what is needed and 
that completing the work He lays out for me with the strength that 
I have been given for this day alone is my only task.  He considers 
it time well spent.

As Christians, we have access to our creator’s sovereign mind as 
He reveals himself to us through scripture and in our hearts. Over 
centuries, God has continually chosen to command the ultimate 
holy battle to win back His fallen creation from the snares of Satan. 
Suffering is not the tool of a God who is simply on a Mt. Olympus-
style power trip, but the tool of the merciful steadfast King who 
yearns for all of His creation to be redeemed for eternity in the 
last homecoming. Suffering can be the clarion call that points us 
to the things that are eternally perfect, the reminder to eschew the 
trappings of this world with abandon as we anticipate our bodies 
and minds joyfully perfected at the end of this present fallen time.

As this season of my life has unfolded and I have been battling 
cancer, I have found solace and sacred unrelenting truth in the 
presence of the Lord and His perfect word. I have considered death 
and eternity anew and been brought to my knees to face my vanity 
and pride, but I have also been permitted to transcend momentary 
pain to consider eternal glory. I have been blessed to be called to 
serve others in pointing to the glory of our King in the midst of 
my own suffering. My own small suffering does count, and yours 
does as well. Just as scripture teaches that individual sins are not 
on a scale of greater and lesser evil, but are counted equally as sin, 
every suffering on the part of man due to Satan and the fall can be 

God’s Gifts Through
Suffering



Suffering causes me to be mindfully alone with the Lord. Many 
times this illness strips me of my ability to focus on reading, 
cooking, watching a program, or to do anything that I would 
normally consider productive or enjoyable.  I am often alone with 
the Lord in my bed as the world in its busy ness swirls around me. 
I contemplate Him and His plan for me, for His people and His 
kingdom. At first I mourn the loss of the busy, but as His spirit 
quiets me, I more keenly sense the  greater loss of being focused 
upon anything other than Him. When I find that I have strength, 
I live mindfully alongside the Lord, all the more aware of His 
presence because of the time He has recently given me to spend 
alone with Him.

Suffering allows me to truly accept that I am not my appearance 
and that my physical body is not my essence. As my husband 
shaved my head when my hair started to fall out, I looked down 
and saw the sharpie marker message written just days prior on the 
base coving of the bathroom by my six-year-old, Jesse.  It said, “I 
love you.” It was God’s reassuring message to me.  It is still there. 
I struggled for weeks, knowing that I needed to be at peace with 
the visible changes that would be the effects of chemotherapy. As 
my hair was cut and shaved from my scalp, I waited for the tears, 
but none came. God provides peace and freedom in the midst of 
our suffering. He assures us that we are His creation made in His 
image, even if we do not look like we had hoped. 
I have experienced nausea, indigestion, have not been able to taste 
food for ten weeks, and will not for at least eight more.  I have 
pain in my bones and joints and have been fatigued and weak for 

months. In the midst of the greatest pain, when discomfort and 
tediousness combine to leave me breathless and unable to move 
unaided to the next room, I do not always “feel” the Lord, but 
I know that He is there. He has assured me over and over again 
through answered prayers, through blessings that I have not asked 
of Him, and through His servants, seen and unseen, that He is my 
rock and my refuge. His assurance is that my present suffering is 
but a momentary, miniscule dot in His vast plan. He cradles me in 
His perfect embrace as I battle the fallenness of this life moment 
by moment in anticipation of the glory of the life to come.

I am grateful for the honor to be counted worthy to suffer in 
this present life, to be slowed and brought low to consider my 
weakness and to be humbled and stripped of my ego’s needs. The 
call of being worthy is for those who seek Him and call on Him.  It 
is open to everyone. The honor is for you also, in your suffering, 
no matter what type. Let us lift our hands and hearts to praise Him 
together. We are joined with saints through time as the apostle
Paul enjoins in Philippians 2, “It is God who works in you, both 
to will and to work for His good pleasure. . .Do all things without 
grumbling or complaining, that you may be blameless and innocent 
children of God without blemish in the midst of a crooked and 
twisted generation, among whom you shine as lights to the world. 
Holding fast to the word of life that in the day of Christ I may be 
proud that I did not run in vain or labor in vain. Even if I am to be 
poured out as a drink offering upon the sacrificial offering of your 
faith, I am glad and rejoice with you all. Likewise, you should be 
glad and rejoice with me.”
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Lord I praise your name in the unknown. 
Allow me to live my profession regardless of the outcome. 

You have called me to battle the glorious paradox;
Divorce the temporal to experience the eternal.  

I observe the face of suffering as those whom I love 
show me your face in their own pain over this struggle.

You quicken my compassion  
for your creation in this present time.

I am meshed to those of times past who experienced far more. 

Joys are heightened through lows of promised slow recovery.
You are tender towards your creaturely daughter.

Your spirit sends assurance in the recollection of holy words.
I love you Lord; most often first morning words of my waking lips. 

You allow me to know your angel army, hosts of servants  
through time, just like the fiery horses and chariots  

Elisha showed the servant unbeliever.
There are guards standing watch over my prone sleeping body. 

I am your servant, the renewed believer raised to strength,  
I praise you, Lord Sabaoth.

Your presence blurs in the fog of slow pain.
and I cry out that I am lonely for you in my weakness. 
My last memory before sleep is of groaning for relief.
You lift gloom up out of my body; you reveal it to my  

whole being before I wake.
  

Your provision is abundantly plain. 
You send your servants to comfort me, balm in Gilead.

You send me to your servants. I am embraced in feathery wings.
I see the glory of your eternal preparation. 

You cradle me at every crossroad as I feel too anxious to continue.
You delight to answer my smallest needs;  

we glory in overwhelming joy. 
You graciously blessed my secret perennial prayers although

I struggle constantly to yield to the eternal holy call.

You refine my spirit while I am made weak.
You mercifully bend me towards holiness  

as I pledge surrender always.
I praise you for the practice that shows your glory.
You are the joy of my morning.  I love you, Lord.
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Ask any CCS high school student and they will tell you that Asian 
students are just good at math. Ask them why and they will probably 
say that their Asian counterparts are just naturally that way, as if 
they possess some special “math gene” that enables them to solve 
complex mathematical problems and succeed in an area in which 
many American students struggle. Most parents and educators 
are also aware of the fact that American 
students generally lag behind students 
from other countries, particularly Asian 
countries, in international tests of 
mathematics.  Is this some inevitable 
course of nature? Researchers at 
prominent universities don’t believe that 
it has as much to do with innate ability 
as it does with the approach that teachers 
and students take to the development of 
mathematical understanding. With the 
right approach, most students can be good at math. 

At its November meeting, the board of trustees of Coventry 
Christian Schools approved the adoption of a new mathematics 
curriculum for the elementary and middle school grades, with 

implementation in kindergarten and first grades to begin in the fall 
of 2014, followed in subsequent years by the older grades. The 
selection of the Singapore math curriculum published by Marshall 
Cavendish, recommended by the curriculum committee and 
Headmaster Paul Q. Fisher, was due in part to the results of a high 
profile international exam, the Trends in International Science 

and Mathematics Study (TIMMS). If a 
school wants to improve what they are 
doing, who better to look to than those 
who are already demonstrating a high 
level of success? The nation of Singapore 
has consistently scored at the top of the 
TIMMS test, placing first in 2011 for the 
grade 4 assessment and 2nd for the grade 
8 assessment, compared to the US with 
rankings of 8th and 7th respectively. 

The Singapore math system, which became commercially 
available to U.S.  schools in 1998, heavily emphasizes problem 
solving and visualization, making use of diagrams to make sense 
of the information presented in word problems. Word problems are 
the type of problem that students often find the most challenging, 

From Singapore to CCS
Mathematics Curriculum Update

by Mary Cutillo, CCS Trustee

With the right
approach, 

most students
can be good

at math.
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and yet they are just the type of problem encountered in real-life 
situations. The emphasis of the Singapore math curriculum is 
more on mastery of skills and concepts and less on memorization 
of algorithms; instead of the mile-wide and inch deep focus of 
so many current mathematics curricula, the emphasis is on deep 
understanding of key concepts, resulting in better number sense, 
numeric comprehension and problem solving.

This learning approach consists of three stages – concrete, pictorial 
and abstract.  A concrete method of problem solving involves the 
use of actual objects, often referred to as manipulatives, which 
students can count and group for visualizing the problem in a 
meaningful way. The pictorial stage is one in which the teacher 
models and then encourages students to make use of a visual 
representation of the problem so that they can “see it” on paper. 
Singapore math makes particular use of what is called a “bar 
model” to assist students in taking the information given in words 
and translating it into a tangible and understandable form.

Research from Purdue University, which mapped the math 
achievement of 3,500 elementary students over a five-year span, 
found that students who relied on memorization and did not make 
deeper connections with other areas of math also did not show 
much improvement with time. A similar study conducted jointly 
by researchers at the Universities of Chicago and California 
found that American schools are failing to teach their students 
the conceptual basis for understanding mathematics. While many 
students have learned to use the rules to solve problems, such as 
those for multiplying fractions, they really have very little or no 
conceptual understanding of what fractions are, or what it means 
to have, for example, a half of a half. Our school systems often 
foster, or at the very least cater to, the reluctance of students to 
creatively work for a solution, encouraging the “just show me 
how to do it” attitude. As a result, students often learn the steps 
needed for success on the test without really understanding the 
mathematical basis behind the questions, moving on to higher 
mathematic courses without the structural foundation necessary to 
succeed at higher levels of math education.

The board of trustees, administration and teachers at CCS are 
committed to providing students with a mathematics curriculum 
and program that will cultivate not just a way to successfully 
earn high grades for a test, but rather a way to truly be analytical 

thinkers and problem solvers.  In the early elementary grades 
that may mean that students seem to be moving at a slower pace 
because the key to the program’s success is deep understanding 
of numerical values and operations. That will translate later into 
students who have reached algebra readiness with a much more 
solid foundation, ensuring greater success for all students in the 
higher mathematics courses. One day students attending CCS 
from foreign countries will return home to report that American 
students, or at least Coventry Kids, are just good at math.  Until 
then, we are eager to begin using Singapore methodology to craft 
the “math genes” at CCS.
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Let’s do something crazy!  Let’s use our imaginations and say that 
the eight hours a day, five days a week, fifty-two weeks out of the 
year that we spend away from home, family, and friends that we 
call work is a good thing.  What would we say to that?  Do we 
realize that the original design for men and women having a job 
was a delightful thing in the sight of God?  I wonder if we really 
believe that.  Let’s take a tour to the beginning of creation and 
look at what the Creator himself has to say about the jobs that we 
are supposed to be taking care of here on Planet Earth.  They will 
challenge our mindset about the work that God has set out for us to 
accomplish.  By looking at the Scriptures together, particularly at 
Genesis 1-3, we can see the high calling of work as it was created, 
feel the disappointment of its contamination by sin, and experience 
the joyful encouragement of its (and our) redemption in the ultimate 
work of Christ.   
In Genesis 1:28, God gives mankind its job description: “Be fruitful 
and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it and have dominion 
over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over 
every living thing that moves on the earth.”  Before the Lord 
separated gender, He had these two tasks in mind for His image-
bearers: subdue and have dominion.  This may be the reason that 
boys and girls alike enjoy superhero movies (even if they’re not 
that good!).  We appreciate and respect a figure, like Batman, who 
is victorious in his righteous pursuits, and is capable of taking care 
of business.  In a sense, this is what mankind was called to at the 
beginning: taking care of things.  

Genesis 2 gives us a zoomed-in look at the creation of the first human: 
Man.  Adam was formed out of the dust of the ground (verse 7).  Verse 
15 reads like this: “The LORD God took the man and put him in the 

garden of Eden to work it and keep it.”  Man’s literal first job was 
to be a gardener.  A gardener grows and cultivates, cares for and 
nourishes, maintains and protects his investments.  In other words, 
Man’s first job was to be a lord of the earth.  God gave Adam very 
simple instructions: Take care of the land and don’t eat of the tree 
of the knowledge of good and evil.  From the start, Adam knew 
both his role and his boundaries.    
Apparently, things got a bit lonely in the garden because eventually 
God came  to Adam and said, “It is not good that the man should be 
alone; I will make him a helper fit for him.”  The first woman, Eve, 
was made from the side of Adam to be his companion and to be a 
helper in the task of subduing and having dominion over the earth.  
This is such an important job!  The job of woman is a hard one.  
Could you imagine the world without help?  God is calling the 
woman to more than just being man’s sidekick.  God realizes that 
the task He has given Adam is too much for him to handle on his 
own.  God has now graciously given mankind what it desperately 
needs: community.  The heart of being in community is being in 
a relationship: someone with whom to talk and to share burdens, 
someone to be a shoulder to cry on, someone to encourage.  
Woman’s job as helper is not inferior or less important than man’s 
role. She is an equal participant.  This cannot be overstated.  
As we can see, the work to which God called both man and woman 
was an incredible responsibility, but we should know that things 
did not stay wonderful for long.  Genesis 3 recounts our rebellion 
against God and our fall.  As the serpent is tempting Eve with the 
forbidden fruit, this often-overlooked portion of Scripture is found 
in verse 6, “So when the woman saw that the tree was good for 
food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was 

by Mike Lenick

Reclaiming God’s Gift of Work
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to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate, and 
she also gave some to her husband who was with her, and he ate.”  
Though Eve sinned first in taking the fruit, Adam is ultimately 
responsible because he forsook his job of protector and caregiver.  
Eve’s sin was also Adam’s responsibility.  The devastating proof 
of this is found in the “knock at Eden’s door” in verse 9, “But the 
LORD God called to the man and said to him, ‘Where are you?’”

The continuing consequences of the Fall of mankind are 
innumerable.  For woman, God brought pain in childbearing.  
It hurts!  He also said that woman would desire the role of her 
husband, meaning she would no longer desire to be his helper 
and companion, but rather would resort to a power struggle with 
him.  We see this expressed in postmodern feminism, which mocks 
biblical masculinity in men, rejects gentle femininity, and devalues 
the invaluable contributions of women who serve as homemakers 
and at the expense of personal careers.

For man, God cursed his physical labor and said that there would be 
much pain and sweat in his job in the form of “thorns and thistles.”  
This is why the routine of going to school and work, studying for 
classes and pursuing job advancement seems so worthless and 
empty.  The work never seems to stop coming.  There is no hope.  
No hope, that is, unless something drastic happens.

That drastic something is called redemption.  According to the 
world-famous (and student approved!) Google Dictionary, to 
redeem means “to regain possession of something in exchange for 
payment.”  Enter Jesus Christ.  He is our Redeemer.  He is also 
our Deliverer.  Think of a woman delivering a child.  Delivery is 
always dirty and dangerous.  Dirty because it’s a bloody, messy 
business.  Dangerous, because there are risks to both the mother 
and child.  However, childbirth is also a delight  because when the 
baby is finally delivered, there is great joy with little memory of 
the pain.  Is that not what our Lord did for us on the cross?  The 
apostle Paul explains in Romans 5, “For while we were still weak, 
at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. . .but God shows his 
love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.”  
He did the dirty and dangerous business because He was looking 
forward to the delight of our new birth as sons and daughters of 
His Father.

If we have put our faith in Jesus, we are delivered from the 
bondage of Adam and Eve’s original sin.  We now have new life 
and can finally reclaim and recover the job description to which 
God originally called us.  Ephesians 2:8-10 finally makes sense: 
“For by grace you have been saved through faith.  And this is not 
your own doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that 
no one may boast.  For we are His workmanship, created in Christ 
Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we 
should walk in them.”  

Men, you can now joyfully take responsibility in all aspects of 
your lives. If you have a job, go to work. If you don’t, you must 
find work or other ways to serve. If you have a test, study for it. 
If you have a bedroom, clean it. If you have a lawn, mow it. If 
you have a wife, love her and commit to her, take care of her and 
provide for her. Women, you can now joyfully look for areas to be 
a helper at home, work, or at school. If a friend needs someone to 
talk with, spend time with her, love her, encourage her. If you have 
a husband, submit to him and his leadership so that he can fulfill 
his God-given calling. If you have children, make time for them.  
As men and women, we must each assess the extent to which our 
work aligns with God’s will for us.  It is his gift.  It is his intent for 
our work that will bring us joy and glorify Him.

It would be inaccurate and even deceitful to say that life and 
work for the Christian are easy.  Jesus may have redeemed us and 
given our work new meaning and purpose, but life will still be 
unfair.  Work will still be hard.  But as we align our lives with 
God’s original design, His plan for our lives will finally be able to 
unfold. We take seriously our responsibility to help our students 
embrace this redeemed view of our roles as workers in God’s earth 
and want to partner with parents as we encourage each other to 
persevere.   Hebrews 12:1-2 encourages us, “Therefore, since we 
are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay 
aside every weight, and sin which clings so closely, and let us run 
[hard work!] with endurance the race that is set before us, looking 
to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy 
that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, 
and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God.”  May this 
encouragement from scripture be a blessing to you and your family 
in the name of Christ, in whom our hope is found.
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I used to say I would never work at Coventry Christian School. 
I attended CCS as a student in preschool when I was just three 
years old and stayed until I graduated high school in 2008. In 
the yearbook, I earned the title “Most Likely to Work at CCS,” 
and I remember thinking that would never, ever happen. After 
high school, I then went on to Grove City College, and after 
graduation moved to Thailand. Returning to the States a year later, 
I began to search for a job but decided I would not work at CCS.   
Never say never. 

I began working in the preschool at CCS in September of 2013. I 
had come back from a year overseas feeling defeated and joyless. 
Because I was not having much luck in my job search, and 
because that bad luck coincided with hearing of an opening in the 
preschool, it seemed like despite my own pride, God was working 
something in His wonderful plan. And you know what? He most 
definitely was. 

Working this year in the preschool has brought my heart incredible 
healing and a new depth of joy, while at the same time, a strong 
passion for early childhood education. I genuinely look forward 
to the days I work, excited for the enthusiasm and delight of the 
children in the smallest moments of life. Early education does not 
usually seem to get as much credit as elementary and secondary. 
In fact, I never vocalized how much I love working with preschool 
kids until a few months ago, because it doesn’t seem like something 
others respected or appreciated very much. People sometimes 
think of preschool as glorified daycare and do not realize the 

significance of this important phase of a person’s development. I 
have come to appreciate that in some ways, preschool is the most 
important facet of our schooling. 

Reflecting upon my own preschool experience at CCS strengthens 
that appreciation.  I cannot recall too many memories from my 
younger years, but there are some powerful memories that stand 
out and that communicated far more to me than I realized at the 
time.  There was the night I was left at the school past 6:00 p.m. 
because of some miscommunication.  Mary Niehls fed me snacks 
and took me with her to church as if it was no bother at all. Then 
there are the countless times my family was traveling while I was 
left at home, but I was never left without a place to stay because 
the preschool staff and their welcoming families treated me like 
one of their own. One morning Mr. Niehls opened the school 
around 5:00—just for me. Yes, I don’t remember learning my 
ABC’s, numbers, and shapes (apparently I did), but those years 
were extremely influential in solidifying in my heart that I was 
loved and accepted, giving me the freedom and confidence to grow 
in a world where I knew I mattered to God and His people. 

My preschool years at CCS gave me something worth far more 
than any formal education: a relationship with Jesus Christ. I may 
have made the actual decision years later when in high school but 
it was those early years as I was shaped and molded by loving 
kindness that opened up my heart to hear God’s Word and fully 
accept it. Those small children that enter the building for maybe 
only a few hours each day are not merely children to be watched or 

by Kelly Jacoby

Powerful
Preschool
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“baby-sat” but children whose young hearts are being formed and 
who desperately need to be taught the unconditional, yet refining 
love of the Father. 

Some of the little ones at CCS come from loving, Christian homes 
where they will be taught the importance of God’s Word, while 
being loved and disciplined in a healthy way. Yet others do not 
come from such a home. They may come from homes with only 
one parent present or for periods of difficulty, maybe none.  Some 
come from homes where they frequently hear arguments and 
fighting. Some may never be taught about Christ’s love outside the 
CCS walls. And for some, CCS may be the one safe place they have 
in their lives, the one place where they have the safety to express 
themselves and receive positive affirmation. These children do 
not need just another lesson on their shapes or even another Bible 
story. They need caretakers whose hearts desperately desire for 
them to know and understand that there is a God who loves them 
and is with them. 

The purpose of the preschool is not just to provide a place for 
parents to drop off their children while they work. It is not merely 
for daycare or learning some of the foundational principles of 
education. It serves an often overlooked yet tremendous and lasting 
purpose.  The vision and purpose of CCS to instill in students a 
love for God is a high calling, a calling that is not for just the 
older and more developed students. It is something that is begun 
far earlier, where hearts are cultivated for those lessons that will 
come later. 

Just six months ago, I hesitantly walked through the doors of 
the preschool, thinking it would just be a temporary situation 
until I moved on to another job, yet now I find myself speaking 
passionately with others about the preschool and its immeasurable 
importance in these children’s lives. Despite my pride and 
insecurities about returning to work at CCS, I have no regrets.  
I am incredibly grateful for the opportunity to be back at this place, 
which for me is another place to call home, and I pray that all of 
the little ones who now attend can one day feel as though CCS is 
also their home away from home.
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by Rachel Kratz

A Mother’sLove
There is a group of individuals quietly serving and loving the 
children of Rolling Hills, a government-funded low-income 
housing development within walking distance of CCS.  They 
receive little support and not enough praise for their work.  While 
Project Purpose volunteers tutor, these folks are the true homework 
helpers.  They are our Project Purpose students’ greatest advocates.  
They are the providers, the cooks, and the encouragers.  They work 
two jobs.  They are raising many little ones all on their own.  They 
are the moms of Project Purpose.  

As Project Purpose continues to build relationships with the 
underserved students of Rolling Hills, we cannot help but to build 
relationships with these moms.  Our students’ moms do more for 
them than we will ever be able to do.  While we are doing the 
seemingly hard work of tutoring two to three hours per week, 
these moms are doing the truly hard work of nurturing and raising 
children in an environment that provides far less support than most 
CCS mothers experience.  

As the assistant director of Project Purpose, I have the privilege 
of getting to know these moms.  I have jumped for joy with some 
of our moms as they shared with me news of enrolling in a GED 
course.  I have sat beside moms as they attended their children’s 
parent-teacher conferences.  I have prayed with moms that God 
would do God-sized miracles in their families’ lives.  I have spoken 
words of truth that say, “You are a fantastic mother.”  These very 

words flowed from my lips when I interviewed 26-year-old Nakia 
Jackson for this article.

When I talk to Nakia about her second grade daughter, Aniyah, 
I am reminded that she is an amazing mother.  I believe that any 
mother who informs us when her daughter has a test, walks her 
daughter to tutoring, attends every parent-teacher conference, and 
helps her daughter’s class make gingerbread houses, on top of 
working a part-time job, is indeed an amazing mom.

Like many of our Project Purpose mothers, Nakia grew up in 
Philadelphia with her mother, father, and two sisters.  As she and 
I talk, she proudly shares that her mother and father have been 
together for over 30 years.  This model of a family has flowed into 
Nakia’s own life.  At 26, she and her long-time boyfriend, Michael, 
have been together for nearly 9 years, raising two beautiful, spunky 
girls together.  Nakia shared that she would not have it any other 
way; she saw the benefits of growing up with a mother and a father 
who lovingly supported each other. 

Nakia’s childhood was not that different than my own, and the 
fact that she is only two  years older than me allowed us to laugh 
about the similar things we experienced: playing dolls, Saturday 
morning cartoons, sleepovers.  Yet, from a very young age Nakia 
experienced the difficulties of school.  She shared that elementary 
school came with its ups and downs, but two  voices of truth 
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encouraged her to persevere.  One was that of her own mother 
who regularly told her to never give up.  From her, Nakia learned 
how to be strong in the face of challenges.  The second voice of 
truth was that of her favorite elementary school teacher who was 
always willing to listen to young Nakia.

As Nakia continued through school, she found two strengths in 
herself: art and track.  In art, she discovered an outlet for her 
creativity.  Her passion for running began in middle school and 
continued through tenth grade, when she excelled at hurdles.  
Nakia’s track career came to a halt at age 17 when she learned 
that she was pregnant with her daughter, Aniyah.  Faced with this 
life-altering news, Nakia’s mother was her greatest supporter.  Her 
mother’s “never give up” took on new meaning as she told her that 
she couldn’t give up on her developing child. 
 
Due to her pregnancy, Nakia was not able to participate in gym 
class, which resulted in her failing the course.  She also struggled 
with Spanish throughout high school and jokingly shared that all 
she ever learned was to count and say, “Hola!”  So, with the help 
of her parents and guidance counselors, Nakia decided that she 
should withdraw from traditional high school and participate in 
Job Corps, a program of the U.S. Department of Labor that offers 
job training to 16 to 24-year-olds.
  
After Aniyah’s birth, Nakia began to attend training through Job 
Corps.  Eighteen-year-old Nakia found the most difficult part of 
raising Aniyah was doing it all on her own. To support herself and 
her growing daughter, Nakia worked at a local grocery store.  In 
addition to career training, Job Corps came with another benefit—
meeting her long-time boyfriend, Michael.  Michael fell in love 
with Nakia and her 6-month-old daughter, Aniyah.  He graduated 
from the program as a certified nurse’s assistant.  Nakia continued 
with the program for three years, but as Aniyah grew, so did 
Nakia’s responsibilities as a single mother.  She began to work 
more and more until she was no longer able to continue with Job 
Corps.

With a 3-year-old to care for, Nakia and Michael were able to make 
enough money to move their young family into a small apartment 
in Philadelphia.  At 21-years-old, the young couple had hopes for 

their family, and living in Philadelphia was not one of those hopes.  
After searching online, they found Rolling Hills and were placed 
on an 18 to 24 month-long wait list.  They waited, hoping that 
they would be approved to move into the community, and after 
some time they received news that they were approved to become 
residents of Pottstown.  The couple packed up and moved their 
family’s hopes and dreams to this new community.

In Rolling Hills, the couple found a community of friends who 
have supported them in raising Aniyah and their younger daughter, 
Shay.  When Aniyah was in first grade, one of Nakia’s neighbors 
shard with her the tutoring that she was being offered at Coventry 
Christian Schools.  In the fall of 2012, on the first day of tutoring, 
Nakia waited at the school’s doors to sign Aniyah up for Project 
Purpose.  After she completed the paperwork, I warmly invited 
Nakia into the Project Purpose community.  I have loved watching 
Aniyah grow in her confidence in reading and math, but I have 
also loved watching Nakia and my relationship grow.  Seeing how 
Nakia supports her second grade daughter has opened my eyes to 
the power our moms have in the lives of these students.

Nakia’a hopes for Aniyah will resonate with every mom; she 
wants to see Aniyah find confidence in herself and grow up to be 
a good young woman.  Yet I know that God has brought us to 
Nakia’s family for more reasons than tutoring Aniyah.  He is using 
me in Nakia’s own life.  In March, Nakia will be traveling daily 
to Philadelphia to complete those two credits she needs in order to 
receive her high school diploma.  Nakia believes that if her family 
is going to continue to cultivate greater opportunity in life, she 
must complete her high school career. 

Nakia knows that the work may be hard, but I know that she is 
not going through this process alone; Nakia will have the support 
of Michael, her friends in Rolling Hills, Aniyah, Aniyah’s tutors, 
me, and the rest of the Project Purpose community.  She will have 
your prayers of blessing and provision. She will have encouraging 
teachers to direct her.  Finally, she will have the encouragement 
that we have given her, “Nakia, you can do all things through 
Christ who gives you strength.”

15



WhyStudy Latin?
Every day in Room 8, the students of Coventry Christian Schools 
practice resurrection. Most days, it does not seem all that glorious, 
but nevertheless, we’re slowly breathing life into a language that 
has been “dead” for well over a millennium. Depending on your 
perspective, that can seem vital or trivial. As an amateur classicist, 
the idea of learning the same language as Cicero, Augustine, and 
Dante makes my heart flutter. While others may not embrace 
Latin with the same linguistic affection, we all can appreciate 
the benefits that Latin instruction offers students.  Learning Latin 
can help students cultivate discipline, participate in history, and 
analyze worldview. 

Cultivating Discipline
Even as a dead language, Latin looms as a specter over the Western 
world today. Italian, French, Spanish, and Portuguese are called 
Romance languages because they evolved from Latin, the language 
of the Romans. Even English draws almost 60% of its words 
directly or indirectly from Latin. The medical, scientific, and legal 
fields depend on Latin terminology.  Phrases like “et cetera” and 
“status quo” and “vice versa” pepper our everyday conversations.

For all of those apparent advantages, Latin is still a notoriously 
difficult language for English speakers to master. It has a tricky 
case system in which nouns take different endings depending 

on their part of speech. Latin verbs tend to loiter at the end of 
sentences rather than near the beginning, where any respectable 
English verb finds itself. Verbs must be conjugated. Nouns must 
be declined—which, unfortunately, for a frustrated Latin student, 
does not mean that they can be gotten rid of.

So why bother? Strangely enough, the very difficulty of Latin 
makes it a perfect vehicle for teaching self-discipline. Just as in 
learning an instrument, learning a language takes dedication and 
practice. True mastery of even the most basic concepts cannot be 
entirely realized within a forty-one minute class period. Rather, a 
serious student must spend time at home practicing and memorizing 
the grammar and vocabulary. 

This setup is not done to exasperate students but rather to help them 
grow in confidence and competence. It is particularly important in 
the later grammar and early secondary years as students learn to 
take personal responsibility for their work and actions.

I find great joy in teaching when I am able to shepherd a student 
through something he sees as impossible. He’ll try. He’ll fail.  He’ll 
get up and try again. In persevering and in later accomplishing that 
seemingly impossible task, he’ll gain the necessary mettle to face 
other challenges head on. 

by Abigail Fehr
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Scripture attests to this type of discipline. In Chapter 12 of his 
book, the writer of Hebrews speaks about the loving discipline that 
God the Father extends to His children. God disciplines us because 
He loves us. However, that does not always mean that discipline 
is easy: “For the moment all discipline seems painful rather than 
pleasant, but later it yields other peaceful fruit of righteousness to 
those who have been trained by it” (Hebrews 12:11 ESV).  God 
often disciplines and sanctifies us through hard things. Latin can 
act as an apt scaffold for divinely-guided character development in 
the life of a child.

Participating in History
Furthermore, Latin is not simply the language of the Romans. To 
be sure, writers like Juvenal contributed to the development of 
satire, and Virgil wrote his famous epic, The Aeneid. However, 
Latin literature reaches into centuries well beyond the days in 
which the rising sun greeted native Latin speakers.

In the Middle Ages, Latin became the language of the church and 
the academy. Priests and scholars, theologians and philosophers 
embraced Latin as they preserved Roman learning and developed 
their own ecclesiastical and scholastic traditions. Jerome’s 
Vulgate, a Latin translation of the Bible, became the standard 
biblical text for hundreds of years. The CCS grammar school 
students pay homage to Jerome’s work each week when they 
chant his translation of John 1:1, “In principio erat Verbum” (“In 
the beginning was the Word”). Though they are but dimly aware 

of this, these third through fifth grade students are holding on to 
words that Christians have cherished for centuries.

While the Middle Ages came to an end in the fourteenth century, 
Latin by no means went into hiding. Instead, with the development 
of an ad fontes or “back to the sources” mentality, Latin was studied 
and used with an increasing vigor throughout the Renaissance. 
Roman writings were read and discussed with renewed enthusiasm 
in both traditionally secular as well as sacred arenas. 

As history progressed, writers like Pico della Mirandola, John 
Calvin, Galileo Galilei, and Sir Isaac Newton carried Latin 
through the Italian Renaissance, Protestant Reformation, Scientific 
Revolution, and Age of Enlightenment. Though far removed by 
time from Julius Caesar, they still chose to write their history-
making books in Latin. In part, by using Latin, they were imbuing 
their work with a certain eternal quality. As long as people study 
Latin, their ideas will never die.

When CCS students study Latin, they come into direct contact with 
history. Already, students have memorized words from Jerome, 
Virgil, Cicero, Machiavelli, Descartes, and others. God has given 
us a rich past in which we can see His sovereign hand and guiding 
providence over His creation. Latin gives us the time to pause and 
remember what He has done with one language through many men 
in many places over many years.

17



popularity in the Renaissance as people wrestled with the tension 
between man’s mortality and his enormous potential as typified in 
humanist thinking. One of my eighth grade students aptly termed 
it, a “thrift shop YOLO.” She’s right. Carpe diem captures the idea 
that, well, you only live once—make the best of it while you can.

In learning Latin, students can not only interact with history  
but also analyze its ideas. Both memento mori and carpe diem  
have parallels within a biblical worldview and thus can be 
understood more clearly through the lens of Scripture. Other ideas, 

such as Machiavelli’s divide  
et regna, or “divide and rule” can 
be seen in their context as worldly 
common sense. 

In summation, Latin helps 
students cultivate discipline, 
participate in history, and analyze 
worldview. It is difficult yet 
rewarding, presently tedious yet 
ultimately hopeful. God made 
everything good in its time. And 
within the walls of my classroom, 
Latin’s time is far from over.

Analyzing Worldview
Finally, the most important benefit of studying Latin is  
the opportunity to analyze worldview. In a sense, Latin could  
be considered the quintessential language of Western civilization. 
As such, it functioned as the vehicle for many great and  
powerful ideas. 

For example, through the Middle Ages and the Renaissance, 
many artists and writers contemplated the phrase memento mori, 
which means “remember that you will die!” This phrase appeared 
in various writings and works of art which featured skulls and 
other symbols of death. However, 
more than a fascination with 
the macabre, this Latin phrase 
represented the frailty of fallen 
humanity. As much as people are 
able to achieve, they can never 
transcend their ever-present 
mortality. Only God stands as an 
eternal being.

Similarly, the phrase carpe diem, 
meaning “seize the day!” is used 
commonly today. Taken from the 
Roman poet Horace, it gained 

The very difficulty  

of Latin makes it  

a perfect vehicle  

for teaching  

self-discipline.
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At the first terrace is the sin of pride,
The sin of not being humble to others,

Instead casting each of them aside.

For believing your dignity is better than another’s,
You are to carry your pride in a heavy weight,

Heavier than your fellow humble brothers.

Your heavy burden begins at the gate,
Which has “Ecce Ancilla Dei” on display.

The sin that you once loved you will begin to hate.

The Lord’s Prayer you will continue to pray.
Assuredly your pride will finally crumble,

And your pride will no longer lead you astray.

The heavy weight will cause you to stumble,
At last humility will be obtained,

And your actions will become humble.

When you are selfless you aren’t self-contained,
You will feel your heavy burden rise.

For your pride will no longer have you restrained.

As for the P’s written on your forehead, that you despise,
Blessed are the poor in spirit, so,

One P will soon be gone before your eyes.

Continue.  To the next terrace you shall go.
Remain away from the deadly sins numbered at seven,

And always remember what you now know.

So you can continue on your journey to heaven.

The junior Omnibus V course, an integrated history, literature, and theology course that utilizes the great books 
of Western Civilization, undertook writing poems inspired by and modeled after the content and style of Dante 
Alighieri’s The Divine Comedy.  The following poem was written by Mikayla Deluca (11th).

The Terrace of Pride
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High School Boys and Middle School Girls Impress  
in ACCAC Playoffs

The high school boys finished the season 9-4 in conference play, 
11-5 overall, advancing to the second round of the ACCAC 
playoffs by defeating Salem Christian School 50-42.  They lost in 
the second round to Concord Christian (DE), league champs, but 
secured third place in the final game of the tournament, defeating 
Lehigh Valley Christian 58-37.

The middle school girls finished the season an impressive 11-2, 
taking 2nd place in the conference.  In the first round, they defeated 
Bethlehem Christian by a score of 37-23.  Salem Christian School 
edged the Lady Eagles by just one point in a 13-12 victory in 
the championship game.  The 2nd place finish is the best since 
2009, when the girls defeated High Point to win the conference 
championship.

The MS boys finished the season 6-7 in conference play.  They 
were competitive all season long.  The 15-player roster featured 
only three 8th graders, so coach Josh Dove is anticipating good 
things for the future of the middle school team.

The HS girls struggled through a challenging season.  With only 
three returning starters, there was a steep learning curve as the 
team developed over the course of the season.  Finishing with a 
record of 1-12, the girls’ lone victory at home against Upper Bucks 
Christian in front of a capacity crowd was the highlight of the 
season.  The team looks to reinforce its ranks with five 8th grade 
starters from this year’s middle school team.

High School Students Return to Mexico

After a two-year hiatus from the Casas por Cristo program, 
Coventry Kids will once again be building a house for a family in 
Acuna, Mexico.  Seventeen high school students are working hard 
to prepare for their spring break mission trip.  A senior leadership 
team is leading the high school team in the effort to raise money to 
pay for all of the building materials for the house they will build for 
a Mexican family in need.  All materials and labor are provided by 
CCS students.  This will be the fifth house built by CCS students.  
Anyone interested in making a contribution to help pay for the 
$7000 of building materials still needed may do so by making a 
check payable to CCS and writing “Casas Trip” in the memo line.

PTO Auction

The 20th Annual PTO Auction is scheduled for April 12th at the 
French Creek Golf Club in Elverson, PA.  Inspired by the school’s 
house system and house heroes, this year’s auction is centered 
on the theme of celebrating the next generation of Christian 
Heroes.  The PTO executive committee, under the leadership of 
chairwoman, Nichole Tucker, has been planning for months to 
make this milestone event an inspiring evening of celebrating the 
Coventry Kids.  All proceeds from the auction directly benefit 
PTO efforts on behalf of the CCS students.  For more information 
or to order tickets, email ccsptoauction@gmail.com

Grammar School Performance of Shakespeare’s  
A Midsummer Night’s Dream

On March 14-15, the CCS community will enjoy its first 
Shakespeare play on the chapel stage.  When Scott Minor was 
hired four years ago to lead the performing arts program at CCS, it 
was his vision for the place of Shakespeare in our school’s drama 
program that gave him an edge.  After three years of patiently 
developing the grammar school drama program into one capable 
of supporting Shakespeare and other stage greats, Mr. Minor 
is ready to direct a very talented group of Coventry Kids in A 
Midsummer Night’s Dream.  Tickets will go on sale on the CCS 
website by March 1.  

CCS and Pottstown Area Health and Wellness Foundation 
Partner To Build Resilience in Youth

Faculty and staff from The Hill School, The Wyndcroft School, 
Boyertown School District, Spring Ford School District, 
Brookside Montessori School, and local youth and family 
services organizations gathered with the CCS faculty and staff 
in the CCS chapel on Friday, January 31, for a presentation by 
Dr. Kenneth Ginsburg, a pediatrician specializing in adolescent 
medicine at The Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia and an 
associate professor of pediatrics at the University of Pennsylvania 
School of Medicine.  The event was sponsored by the Pottstown 
Area Health and Wellness Foundation.  Dr. Ginsburg presented 
principles from his book , Building Resilience in Children  
and Teens.

Eagles 
    Roundup
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by Mark E. Niehls

Advancement Update

2013-14 Coventry Kids Fund Goal Met
The Coventry Kids Fund exists to provide financial aid to families 
needing a helping hand to send their children to Coventry Christian 
Schools.  Usually the goal for the annual fund is not met until the 
conclusion of a spring fundraiser, most recently the Coventry 
Challenge 5K.  2013-14 has been a remarkable year.  As of the end 
of January, the goal of $78,000 was already met.  The faculty and 
staff once again led the way be committing over $23,000 before 
the school year was even underway.  The new vision for the annual 
Founders Dinner resulted in over $30,000 in Coventry Kids Fund 
revenue.  The PA Educational Improvement Tax Credit program 
generated nearly $20,000 in support from local businesses who 
earned PA business tax credit by contributing to our scholarship 
fund.  Individual contributions from members of the CCS 
community, including many current parents, helped us to exceed 
our goal for this school year.  Praise God for His provision.  He 
always provides for His ministry!

7th Annual Arizona Golf Tournament  
and Fundraising Trip a Success!

On January 18, 2014 friends of CCS gathered in Mesa, Arizona 
for the 7th Annual Swing for Scholarships to support the Wheeler-
Davis Endowment for Scholarships.  This year’s event took the 
endowment to the $100,000 mark.  Former board member and 
benefactor of CCS, Fred Wheeler, and his wife, Nancy, have 
been stalwart supporters of CCS over the years, and the Wheeler 
Endowment, started by and named for Fred’s mother, Isabelle, is 
now fully funding one full tuition each academic year.  Wheeler 
scholars are an important part of our CCS family, and our friends 
in Arizona are a big part of their success. 

10th Annual Coventry Challenge 5K/1 Mile  
Fun Run Walk – March 22, 2014

The 10th Annual Coventry Challenge will shift its focus from 
scholarship funds to capital improvements and missions due to the 
tremendous success of the 2013 Founders Dinner, which helped us 
to complete the Coventry Kids Fund before the 5K even arrived.  
This year’s Challenge will generate revenue for upgrades to the 
Events Center, including enhanced climate control, storage space 

and a rubber playing surface.  The event will also generate support 
for the high school students going on the spring break mission trip 
to Mexico, where they will purchase all of the building materials 
for a house and will then build it for a family in need.

Mark E. Niehls Endowment Receives Boost  
from North Coventry Campus

In January, the board of trustees voted to commit nearly a quarter 
of a million dollars from the sale of the North Coventry campus to 
the Mark E. Niehls Endowment for Scholarships.  The endowment 
was started in 2012 with the funds generated from the 2012 
Founders Dinner.  Its purpose is to eventually generate enough 
revenue annually to eliminate the need for an annual Coventry 
Kids Fund to provide for financial aid.  Growing endowments will 
open opportunities for annual fund efforts for capital improvements 
to campus and will protect the school from disruptive cuts when 
enrollment fluctuates with economic downturns.  

Eric Metaxas To Speak at 2014 Founders Dinner
Eric Metaxas, the author of the New York Times #1 Bestseller, 
Bonhoeffer:  Pastor, Martyr, Prophet, Spy, will be the keynote 
speaker at our 2014 Founders Dinner on October 11, 2014, at 
Sunnybrook Ballroom in Pottstown.  Tickets will go on sale 
later this spring.  Metaxas was the keynote speaker at the 2012 
National Prayer Breakfast in Washington DC, an event attended 
by the President and First Lady, the Vice President, members 
of Congress, and other U.S. and world leaders.  Along with his 
colleague John Stonestreet, Metaxas is the voice of BreakPoint, 
a radio commentary that is broadcast on 1,400 radio outlets with 
an audience of eight million.  In a decidedly eclectic career, Eric 
Metaxas has written for VeggieTales, Chuck Colson, and the 
New York Times. He is a best-selling author whose biographies, 
children’s books, and works of popular apologetics have been 
translated into 18 languages.  

Metaxas has been featured as a cultural commentator on CNN, 
MSNBC, and the Fox News Channel and has discussed his own 
books on The History Channel, C-Span’s Book TV, Glenn Beck, 
and Huckabee. He has been featured on many radio programs, 
including NPR’s Morning Edition, and Talk of the Nation, as well 
as Hugh Hewitt, Dennis Prager, Bill Bennett, Kerby Anderson’s 
Point of View, and The Alan Colmes Show.

He is the founder and host of Socrates in the City: Conversations on 
the Examined Life, a monthly event of “entertaining and thought-
provoking discussions on “life, God, and other small topics,” 
featuring such guests as Dr. Francis Collins, Sir John Polkinghorne, 
Baroness Caroline Cox, N.T. Wright, Os Guinness, Peter Kreeft, 
and Dick Cavett. Socrates ITC was mentioned in a front-page story 
in the New York Times.  The New Canaan Society, of which Eric is 
a founding and current member, was also mentioned in the article.
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“I’m going for a run in the morning.  I’ll probably wear my 
cross country spikes because of the snow on the trails.  The 
cross country skiers should have been out, and they pack down 
the snow.”  On a day when most of us would pack it in, Cory 
Trego (’10) makes plans to head out for a challenging run in the 
bright glory of a snowy winter morning.  It’s not surprising for 
the bookish Eagle Scout raised in a family that adores spending 
time in God’s creation.  CCS teachers recall Cory’s quiet manner 
and disciplined work ethic, but underneath the serious exterior was 
an adventurous, outgoing leader with a genuine appreciation for 
people, God’s best creation.  We could see it in class when he’d 
break out in a beaming grin and let out a silent yet hysterical laugh 
in response to the antics of his peers.

Upon graduation, Cory went to Lycoming College in Williamsport, 
PA, where he studied fish and wildlife biology and management.  
While the environmental science program at Lycoming was the 
main attraction, Lycoming’s location in the northcentral woods 
and hills of Pennsylvania was appealing to Cory.  For Cory, 
being outdoors provides inspiration, “As a biologist, I see the 
complexity in nature and uncovering complex natural processes in 
the ecosystem reveals how awesome and powerful God is.”  While 
creation speaks to the sheer power and creativity of God, it is what 
it says about our relationship with God and His creation that speaks 
most powerfully to Cory.  He explains, “He created this beautiful 

complex creation and appointed us to have dominion over it—it’s 
a huge responsibility—and, wow, He must really care about us if 
He’d create something so beautiful for us to live in.  Even though 
it’s fallen and not as perfect as it could be, what it will be when it 
is redeemed, it blows my mind.  If this world is fallen, I can’t begin 
to imagine what is in store for us.”

Because of his gratitude for the gift of creation and his love for 
people, Cory is committing his studies and career to stewardship 
of natural resources.  His focus is on fresh water ecosystem 
and watershed management.  While we sometimes stereotype 
environmentally conscious people as being overly concerned with 
the rest of the world and not enamored enough with people, Cory 
sees stewardship of the environment as an expression of love for 
people.  “Water’s important.  There is so much work to be done—
city waterscapes, improving water quality and health.  Water links 
entire regions together through shared basins—it’s neat to get 
people to think about the way they are related to the water and 
how their actions impact a much larger area of society than they 
typically think about.  Where our impact ends up—it’s profound.”  

In essence, he says, the way we treat the environment is the way 
we are treating people.  “I think of the livelihood of all of the crab 
fisherman and others on the Chesapeake Bay—being a steward 
of the waterways is a great calling.”  He wants to share his joy in 

by Paul Q. Fisher, M. Ed.

Alumni Spotlight
Cory Trego, Class of 2010



creation with others so that they might experience the glory of God 
and the blessing of His gifts in the natural world.  “Teaching people 
how to value and cherish their resources is one of my missions.   
I want to spread my passion for those ecosystems and preserving 
their ecological integrity.”  It’s challenging, however, in a culture 
of selfishness and entitlement.  Cory says most people aren’t 
interested.  It’s tough to have the conversation with people who 
don’t understand the essential nature of his work.  He explains, 
“The entire economy of some regions in many ways  relies on our 
waterways—from sewage treatment and disposal to runoff to coal 
mine drainage—most of our challenges are from anthropogenic 
sources.” 

Despite his acknowledgement that people are largely responsible 
for the trouble our waterways are in, Cory does not look down 
upon nor condemn his fellow citizens.  Rather, he longs for them 
to appreciate and be blessed by essential understandings that 
could change their lives.  While at CCS, Cory’s class participated 
in mission trips to Appalachia, where waterways serve as gray 
water channels for entire communities.  He envisions making a 
difference there.  “It’d be cool if in areas like Appalachia, Kentucky 
we could educate the local people, they could begin to enjoy their 
waterways, which they have seen as a scar on the landscape for so 
long.  They’ve given up on the water and can’t even let their kids 
and grandkids play in the water—they know it’s not safe.  They 
should have their waterways back to enjoy with their children and 
grandchildren.  There is so much to be done.”

For now, though, the work Cory needs to do is graduate school.  
His top choice for his master’s degree program is West Virginia 
University, but he has already been accepted to his second choice, 
Syracuse University’s environmental science and forestry program.  
He has been offered a research assistantship which will cover all of 
his tuition for his master’s and doctorate degrees and will pay him a 
sizable stipend for his research as well.  He is optimistic that WVU 
will make a similar offer.  Either way, he is thankful,.“Basically, 
I’m going to be paid to earn my degrees.  Of course, I’ll need to be 
doing publishable research, but that’s exactly what I want to do.”  

In fact, he’ll be doing some interesting research this summer 
with Penn State’s Earth and Environmental Science Department.  

He will be researching the impact of Marcellus shale natural 
gas drilling and development on various snake populations and 
migration patterns.  The snakes have had transmitter implants 
inserted.  Cory will track their daily movements.  The research 
started before the development of the Marcellus shale and has been 
in research for years. 

As he wraps up his last semester of undergraduate work, Cory 
reflects upon his college experience and beams as he tells me about 
the people he has met, “People are just so incredibly interesting.  
I’ve always enjoyed the differences between people.”  For the 
last two years Cory has been a leader in Cru, a program with 
Campus Crusade for Christ.  Cru’s mission is one of evangelism 
and discipleship.  When he first committed to leading Bible 
studies with Cru, it was intimidating.  “I had never led a Bible 
study before, and doing it for all of these bright college students 
was scary at first.  It really challenged me to study my Bible in 
ways I had not done before.”  It wasn’t just leading Bible studies 
that challenged his new, independent faith.  Being in a university 
setting where many students and professors were not supportive 
of his faith provided firsthand experience of what he was prepared 
for at CCS.  He recalls, “Worldviews and Bible classes, especially 
my junior and senior years, really helped me to think critically 
about what I believed in light of what others believe.  I was well-
prepared for what I experienced in a secular school.”  While the 
intellectual challenges to his faith were formidable, it was the 
interpersonal experiences that he feels have sharpened him the 
most, “I have learned to truly appreciate where people are coming 
from.  It is so important for Christians to have compassion and 
grace when meeting different people with different worldviews.  
There is something to love about everyone, especially when we 
can appreciate their perspective.”

Perspective.  It truly is powerful.  To hear Cory talk about his 
experiences and his life is to hear a holy perspective.  All of his 
experiences and his studies are interpreted in light of Christ’s 
mission to redeem His creation—both the natural world and the 
people whom He has made in His image.  Studying biology and 
following snakes around the Pennsylvania woods become mission 
work for the Creator.  We’ll look forward to hearing how God 
uses Cory’s unique gifts and passions to bless others through his 
research and work.
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