
Coventry Christian Schools 2016 Alumni of The Year Nominees 

Sarah Lohr (’03) 

Sarah attended CCS from Pre-School through 12th grade.  She is married to Joseph Lohr with 3 children: Jack (1), Ellie (3), Bayley (5) 

Sarah attended Lipscomb University (LU) where she graduated in 2007 with a B.S. in Biology.  At LU she was a Resident Assistant 

and participated in Sing-A-Rama.  Sarah was a member of the Med Club for pre-Med as well as Pi Kappa Sigma, which was a female 

service club.  Sarah then went on to attend Arcadia University where she graduated in 2010 with a Masters of Medical Science in 

Physician Assistant Studies.   

Sarah began her career as a Physician Assistant with Riverside Methodist Hospital in Columbus Ohio in the Hand and Orthopedic 

Trauma Department.  She then went on to work at St. Joseph Medical Group in family practice medicine and then at Pottstown 

Memorial Medical Center in the Emergency Room.  Sarah is currently working at Orthopedic Associates of Allentown as a Physician 

Assistant.  Sarah joined the CCS Board of Trustees in May 2014 and is the current Board Secretary. 

CCS has impacted Sarah: 

Personally… The relationships with her classmates and teachers.  The teachers cared more about her Christian walk and not just about 

her grades.  This has really helped her recognize what matters most in life. 

Educationally… The rigor of the academic program helped to challenge Sarah to continue to excel when she went on to College and 

her Master’s Program.  She was never allowed to be content. 

Sarah feels extremely blessed to attend CCS.  She never realized how much of a privilege it was to attend CCS until now.  She cannot 

imagine sending her children to any other school.  It will always be something that she holds dear to her heart and her life has been 

extremely blessed by the relationships that were built and continue to be built through the CCS Family!   

Sarah attends the Chesmont Church of Christ in Pottstown, PA. 

 

Benjamin Jarvis (’09) 

Ben attended CCS from 5th through 12th grade. 

Ben Jarvis graduated from Messiah College in 2013 with degrees in Mechanical, Computer and Electrical Engineering.  He served as 

Vice President of the Messiah Engineering Honors society.  He participated in the Tau Beta Phi Engineering honors society where he 

helped Messiah pioneer their participation in this national program.  Ben graduated Magna Cum Laude. 

Ben is currently working toward a Master of Robotics from the University of Maryland, College Park.  Upon completion of his 

Master’s Degree, Ben would like to pursue a career in Robotics. 

Ben is currently working as a flight test engineer for Navair Engineering which is a department of the US Navy.  This job includes 

working on helicopters and unmanned aircraft. He is enjoying his work with the Government and learning as much as possible before 

pursuing a career in robotics (the more experience, the better). 

 

CCS impacted Ben: 

Personally… Ben credits CCS for 2 main things.  First, the spiritual aspect of his time at CCS had significant impact on who he is 

today.  It helped shape his calling earlier in his life than many others who sometimes don’t realize their calling until later after college.  

Being at CCS helped motivate him to continue to seek a way to serve God with his gifts.  Secondly, Ben really appreciates the creative 

aspect of CCS, Mrs. Baumgarten in particular was an inspiration to be creative.  For Ben, being at a school where Christianity was 

integrally involved in the culture was really important to his development. 

Educationally… Ben feels like he received a good education.  He received A’s in all of his Gen Ed. Courses in college and was well 

prepared to excel at the collegiate level. 

The student teacher relationships were key at CCS.  He also found this at Messiah.  The relationships go deeper than the classroom 

and they transcend subjects and get into spirituality.  It gave him the confidence that they can do great things. 

Ben currently attends Cornerstone Presbyterian Church. 

 

 



Stephen Tupitza (’10) 

Stephen attended CCS from 9th grade through 12th grade.   

Stephen graduated from Ohio Valley University in 2015 with a BS in Bible/History, and a BS in Secondary Education.  Stephen is a 

perennial member of the OVU Dean’s List and served as the Student Body President as well as a Resident Assistant.  Stephen would 

love to teach High School, perhaps even at CCS someday.  He is currently a full time substitute for Wood County Schools. 

The biggest impact on Stephen’s education has been his parents encouraging him to pursue his education and the things that are 

important to him.  The teachers at CCS and Professors at OVU have also been a tremendous impact on him in providing him with 

knowledge and skills.   

Stephen’s fondest memory at CCS is from his 2nd day at the school when he was feeling very anxious and lonely.  Mr. Niehls called 

him by name which surprised him.  Mr. Niehls’ advice to Stephen was to find one thing each day to look forward to, and then when 

that moment or thing occurred to immediately begin looking forward to the next day’s item.  What Stephen found was that over time 

one thing became two and then three and before long Stephen was no longer an anxious new student but was looking forward to the 

full day every day.  Stephen considers this advice to be some of the best advice he has ever received and he frequently uses it now in 

his interaction with other teens. 

Stephen is admired for his willingness to help anyone and everyone at any time, whether it’s convenient or not.  Also, his Godly 

character that shines through is inspiring.  Stephen has a very loving and friendly personality.   

Stephen attends the Walnut Street Church of Christ in Ohio where he is serving as a Youth Leader.  James 1:2-4 is Stephen’s favorite 

Bible verse.   

 

Dana Perich (’06) 

Dana Perich attended from 6th grade through 12th.  She graduated from CCS in 2006 and is married to Charlie Perich another CCS 

alum. 

Dana went on to attend Arcadia University where she graduated with a English Secondary Education Degree in 2010.  Dana was a 

two-time honor society inductee and graduated Magna Cum Laude.  She was chosen to be a research assistant by her professors at 

Arcadia. 

After graduation Dana returned to the classroom where she has spent the past 6 years teaching English, Social Studies, and Math.  

Dana loves to interact with her students and has served as a basketball and track coach.  Dana has been honored with the Teacher of 

the Month Award along with other recognitions and honors.  Dana is currently teaching at Explore Knowledge Academy, a K-12 

Charter school in Las Vegas, is in the process of completing her Masters of Administration at Sierra Nevada College.  She is also a 

final candidate for principal replacement next year, a mentor to new teachers, and the current athletic director. 

Dana strives to always be the best she can be.  The best Christian.  The best teacher.  The best wife.  And the best friend.  She 

consistently thinks about her student’s needs and is recognized by her administrators as a dependable person in all of the schools she 

has served. 

CCS has impacted Dana: 

Personally… The biggest impact of CCS on Dana’s life is being exposed to Christianity.  Dana doesn’t come from a strong Christian 

background and credits her relationships at CCS for helping to develop her Christianity.  She went through a very difficult time at 

home while at CCS and the relationships with teachers is what she credits with getting her through.  In 2013 Dana faced another 

challenge in her personal life and some of the first people she spoke with and received support were her former teachers at CCS. 

Educationally… Dana values the freedom that she was given as a student at CCS.  The teachers were willing to go the extra mile to 

individualize the lesson plans to present the material to her and her piers … science fair (creative minds) was a huge benefit on her 

educational career.  Now being a teacher and experiencing students in her school she really values all of the exposure and high 

expectations.  Specifically, her exposure to the MLA writing process…. 

Dana worked at CCS for many years and her experience working at CCS Summer Day Camp, Extended Care and Preschool was a 

huge blessing and impact on her life.  She treasures the relationships and memories that she developed there and continues to remain 

in contact with them even though she has moved away.   

Dana is currently attending the Rock Christian Church in Las Vegas, and works with the children's ministry.  



 
Cory Trego (’10)   

Cory attended CCS from Pre-school through 12th grade.   

Cory attended Lycoming College where he graduated in 2014 with a B.S. in Biology.  Cory received many honors and recognitions at 

Lycoming including: The Chieftain award, given to a senior who faculty, staff and students believe to have given the most to their 

university over his or her tenure as a student.  Haberderger Fellowship Award for student research.  Student Staff member of the Year 

for Residential Life.  Service to Lycoming Award for outstanding service to Lycoming College Community.  Pax Christi Award for 

quiet and consistent Christian leadership on campus.  Cory was a member of Phi Cappa Phi National Honors Fellowship.  He also 

received the Bishop William Perry Eveland Award for Christian Leadership.  Cory graduated Summa Cum Laude with the Highest 

Average GPA in his graduating class. 

Cory is currently enrolled at West Virginia University where he is pursuing a Masters of Science in Wildlife and Fishery 

Management. 

In 2014 he worked as a research assistant for Penn State University. 

CCS has impacted Cory: 

Personally… His service trips at CCS have had the greatest impact on him as a person.  These trips taught him how to take what he 

was learning in the classroom and taking it out into the world where he learned to love people and get to know them through serving 

them.  These trips included New Orleans, to the Appalachians in KY, to building a home in Mexico.  The Mexico trip in particular 

was very significant in the way it impacted him. 

 

Educationally… The sociology and bible classes with Pete Shipman and the Senior Worldview class with Paul Fisher had the greatest 

overall impact on his life of any classes he has taken thus far.  These classes helped him to view the world through a Biblical lense and 

help him think critically about the world around him.  They helped him become comfortable having conversations with other people 

about his faith and also taught him how to engage his culture and society on topics from politics to science. 

Cory cherished his time at CCS.  He is extremely thankful for the biblical knowledge and educational foundation he received.  He sees 

how God is at work in his life every day and is so thankful for his relationship with God.  Cory says that what he received at CCS is 

invaluable and there is no price tag that can be put on it.   

Cory attends the Crossroads Church in Morgantown, WV.   

 


