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Jesus’ claims are not ambiguous.  He is very clear.  He unabashedly 
declares himself to be the way, the truth, and the life.  The same 
Jesus who says, “I have come that they may have life and have it 
to the full,” is the very Jesus who also said, “To find your life you 
must lose it.”  As parents, we seek to provide life to the fullest for 
our children, and we are deeply challenged by the paradox that 
providing that kind of life means teaching them, even modeling 
for them what it looks like to surrender our rights to our own lives 
in order to find the very life we desire. 

Most of us enrolled our children in Coventry Christian School 
because we dreamed dreams for our children.  Dreams of faith, 
prosperity, safety, joy, and contentment.  One of the key reasons 
parents give for choosing CCS is the safe, loving atmosphere that 
they believe a Christian school will provide for their children.  In 
some ways, it is not boldness but fear that drives us to a Christian 
school.  Fear of a world that would harm or corrupt them.  There 
is something of protection in the decision.  

At the same time, there is something of great boldness in our 
decision to enroll our children at CCS.  The financial sacrifice 
that parents make to provide a classical Christian education 
for their children is a testimony of their courage and fearless 
commitment to do whatever it takes to ensure that their children 
embrace Jesus—the way, the truth, and the life.  Despite the 
political posturing and sensationalized headlines about how poor 
our public schools are, when measured holistically, we have the 
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best public school system in the world.  The statistics from many 
countries are not comparable to ours because we include all of our 
children, believing that they all have an inherent right to a free and 
appropriate education.  Given the comparatively high caliber of 
our public schools, the choice to spend tens of thousands of dollars 
to partner with a Christian school expresses a fearless faith in God 
to honor his covenant with us.

Choosing a classical Christian education is a bold proclamation 
that education is not man’s invention and that its end is something 
much larger than human achievement.  It is a declaration that 
indeed truth can still be known and that one way or another, we 
will all find ourselves subject to it—or should we say Him?  It is 
born out of the conviction that in fact there is only one Way, and 
all truth is His truth.  It is a bold casting of light upon the darkness 
that the world is all too eager to embrace.  

In this issue, we celebrate the joint endeavor that has united us all 
as partners in Christ.  We share our hopes and dreams for raising 
a bold and fearless generation so that God’s will might be done on 
Earth as it is in Heaven, and we tell the stories of Coventry Kids 
expressing faith, giving hope, and living love.  We challenge each 
other to lay down our lives in heroic fashion for the sake of Christ 
by laying them down for others.  I am confident that our shared 
dreams will become a reality.  “For God has not given us a spirit of 
fear and timidity, but of power, love, and self-discipline.”  

by Paul Q. Fisher, M. Ed.

For God has not given 
a spirit of fear and timidity, 

but of power, love 
and self-discipline.

2 Timothy 1:7 

Fearless
Raising a Bold 

Generation
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and sisters in Mexico.”  When volunteering in the school store 
became tedious and inconvenient, the dream of a permanent home 
for a family in need compelled students to keep on serving.  The 
words of the apostle Paul, “Christ’s love compels us because we 
are convinced that one died for all. . .” became real as the school 
rallied around that family of 13 living in a makeshift shack in 
Ciudad Acuna.  

The initial decision to trade in senior vacations for senior-led 
mission trips was not welcomed by everyone.  Underclassmen had 
spent years envisioning their class vacationing on a beach in an 
exotic destination.  Where your treasure is, there your heart will 
also be.  The decision was tearing at the very heart of some of 
our students and parents.  The strong response against the change 
only served to strengthen the administrative conviction that a 
change simply must be made.  The school’s mission statement 
reads, “Nurturing young people in the faith, hope, and love of 
Jesus Christ, equipping them to serve God and others.”  The 
capstone trip for the school had become a sort of false hope that 
students looked forward to, and it had done anything but equip 
them to serve God and others, as was evidenced by the conflict 
and campaigning students engaged in to get the trip they wanted 
so badly.  Rather than building unity and nurturing the faith, hope, 
and love of Christ, we had unintentionally nurtured materialism 
and division.  Our intentions were pure, but our decisions had been 
misguided and ineffective for accomplishing the greatest good.

Junior Charis Wise was a part of this year’s trip.  In sharing about 
the premium high school students place upon building memories 

Seven years ago, the senior class spent the year planning their class 
vacation to Riviera Maya, Mexico, where they spent thousands of 
dollars on a week of pampering themselves and living in luxury 
on a posh resort.  Like the seven classes before them, senior year 
was a time to pat themselves on the back for making it through 
high school.  They had worked hard and were entitled to go 
and celebrate together.  To be sure, the trips were full of clean, 
wholesome fun and none of the usual activities associated with 
18-year-olds in tropical locales, but the months leading up to the 
trip were often full of drama and conflict as students campaigned 
to win votes for their desired destination and squabbles broke out 
over how to split up funds raised through their fundraising efforts.  
It was exhilarating to travel to exotic places with friends who had 
been on the long journey to graduation together.

Nine weeks ago, the senior class and several underclassmen 
departed for Acuna, Mexico, a city of 145,000 just across the 
border from Del Rio, Texas, in the Mexican state of Coahuila, to 
build the Coventry Kids’ fifth house for Christ.  A family of 13, a 
grandmother, her three sons, their wives, and the grandchildren, 
living in a house of corrugated metal and cardboard with a roof 
held down by rocks and an old high chair, had been waiting for 
more than two years for the Coventry Kids to come and build them 
a home.  The senior class spent seven months raising awareness 
and nearly $7,000 toward their total trip cost of $20,000.  The 
materials for the house alone totaled $7,500.  

When dollar dress down days were held at school, the seniors 
reminded everyone that “we were dressing down for our brothers 

by Paul Q. Fisher, M. Ed

No 
Greater

Love
Coventry Kids on Mission
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with their friends, she explained, “Memories from this trip are 
more meaningful than memories on a cruise.  When a trip is all 
about fun and hanging out, there is always some drama that is an 
issue, but when you’re building houses for others, you are focused 
on something other than yourself.”  Her words are familiar.  
Consider Paul’s exhortation in Philippians 2:13, “Do nothing out 
of selfish ambition or vain conceit, but in humility consider others 
better than yourself.  Look not only to your own interests but also 
to the interest of others.”  Some of the students who went felt that 
the number of students participating would have been higher had 
the trip not been during their spring break.  Colin Swenson (11th) 
gently scoffed at the suggestion, “I’m glad it was during spring 
break.  What was I going to do during spring break that would 
have topped building a house for a family in need?  I would have 
sat around the house all week.”

Still, it’s not an easy decision to go to a humble border town 
for spring break.  It’s not immediately appealing to camp out in 
a Mexican church building with outdoor showers inhabited by 
healthy cockroaches and to work 10 to 12 hours per day on the 
side of a steep, dusty hill in a slum.  It’s even more difficult when 
you must spend the school year leading up to it sacrificing your 
time and money so that you can go do something for a stranger 
you haven’t even met.  

According to the media and the U.S. State Department, it might 
not even be safe to travel to the state of Coahuila due to drug cartel 
activity along the border.  Back in 2008, one week before the first 
CCS trip with Casas por Cristo (Houses for Christ), Juarez, the city 
in which the seniors were going to build that year, made national 
headlines due to drug cartel violence, and the State Department 
issued travel advisories.  The trip was very nearly cancelled as 
parents and students began to fear for their safety.  The folks on 
the ground with Casas por Cristo insisted that they had never had 
any threat to their teams and had not witnessed any violence there.  
Still, the news unnerved senior families.  Mindy Starns Clark, 
Christian novelist and mother of  Emily Clark (’08), remembers 
preparing to call Mr. Fisher, who was then the secondary school 
principal, to tell him that Emily was going to be kept home, that 
it was simply too dangerous to go.  Prior to calling, however, she 
spoke with another Christian author and friend, who strongly 
cautioned her against pulling Emily from the trip.  He warned, 
“What will you be teaching her about our calling to love as Christ 
loves?  That we are only required to love the least of these when it 
is one hundred percent safe to do so?”  

Jesus himself said, “Greater love has no man than that he lay down 
his life for his friends.”  In truth, the statistics are clear.  It is far 
more dangerous to go on a day trip to Philadelphia than to build 
a house for the poor in Mexico.  Our students have never been 
threatened or witnessed any danger while on mission for Casas 
por Cristo.  Still, Christ’s words speak powerfully to high school 
students and their parents as they give up their money, their time, 
and, this year, their spring break to at least figuratively lay down 
their lives, to surrender as it were, to the compelling love of Christ 
on behalf of friends in Mexico.

The senior mission trip has become an annual high school mission 
trip for all students in grades ten through twelve who feel called to 
go.  Starting in 2015, it will be one option of many offered from 
May 17-23, during what we are calling Mission Week.  Students in 
grades 10-12 who are not going to Mexico will participate in local 
service projects to express love to our immediate neighbors and 
will join those who are going to Mexico in fundraising over the 
course of the year so that the Casas por Cristo effort will be more 
affordable for all that choose to go on that mission trip.  

Our mission statement calls for us to nurture young people in the 
faith, hope, and love of Jesus Christ.  We do that most regularly 
in the course of the school day.  Casas por Cristo provides the 
opportunity for our students to actually express faith, live love, 
and give hope.  As a capstone trip for our students, Casas fulfills 
the second part of the mission—equipping students to love God 
and others.  
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With this primary mission in mind, we have provided our 
secondary students with a house system and with house heroes 
for them to emulate.  Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Elisabeth Elliot, and 
William Wilberforce, three of our house heroes, uniquely lay down 
their lives for the sake of those who could offer them nothing.  
Bonhoeffer literally laid down his life, and Elliot chose to go 
and love those who took the lives of her family and friends.  Our 
house heroes are not heroes unless we immerse our students in 
opportunities to go and do likewise.

Given the sensational headlines surrounding Mexican border 
towns, there is a sort of fearless love that must be cultivated in our 
school family for the Casas por Cristo tradition to continue and 
thrive, and it starts in our homes as we teach our children ut vitam 
habeant (that they may have life).  True, abundant life is found in 
letting go of the life that we foolishly think is life.  As our Lord has 
taught us, “He who wants to save his life will lose it, but he who 
loses his life for my sake will find it.”  

On April 17th, seven months of dedication and anticipation 
culminated in a scene that trip participants will never forget and 
will fondly remember.  They gathered in the newly built house 
which they had purchased and built with their own hands, and 
with their newfound Mexican family, they prayed together.  The 
local pastor prayed for their home and blessed it as tears of joy 
christened the concrete floor.  Connor Smale (11th) hammered a 
nail into a small plaque above the front door.  Then the new home 
owner gave the hammer a few swings to finish the job.  The plaque 
simply said, “Casas por Cristo.”  Houses for Christ.  

After reflecting on all of her other school experiences and trips, 
Charis Wise (11th), declared, “This trip was more fun than any 
other trip I’ve been on—even the 9th grade backpacking trip.”    
Our students may have handed the family the keys to the house, 
but Mexico handed our students the keys to a truly fun life. 



Character
As a teacher, I have high hopes and expectations for my students.  I 
don’t mean that I want them all to get high paying jobs and perfect 
spouses, 2.5 kids and a goldfish. What I hope and pray for my 
students is that they will live lives of integrity and virtue to God’s 
glory. I love what I teach, but I also know that a great education is 
meaningless without character.

Unfortunately, it often seems like popular culture doesn’t want the 
same thing for these precious children. Rather, it would have them 
seek themselves first rather than seek Christ. It promotes selfish 
pleasure rather than spiritual perseverance.

In part, this is why CCS holds up certain Christians as House 
Heroes. We know that many of today’s ‘heroes’ are inadequate 
representations of the godly character we want our students to 
admire and pursue. But we also know that God is faithful and 
that He works through His people to accomplish His purposes in 
the midst of a contrary culture. Our House Heroes testify to that 
faithfulness by the legacies they leave.

Elisabeth Elliot has pursued a life of passionate forgiveness and 
fortitude after experiencing great personal tragedy. C.S. Lewis 
is renowned for using his intellect to incisively defend the 
Christian faith in the midst of a viciously anti-Christian academic 
environment. William Wilberforce and his friend Oloudah 
Equiano worked tirelessly to abolish the slave trade in a morally 
myopic Britain. And Dietrich Bonhoeffer bravely championed the 
Gospel and decried the tyranny of Nazi Germany while the rest of 
his country remained silent.

These five people, our House Heroes, exemplify what it means 
to live boldly as Christians. They show us what it looks like to 
exhibit grace under pressure. We admire what they did because we 
can see Christ’s preeminent place in their lives.

Excellence
Because of this, we rejoice when we come across people who 
share our respect and admiration for these heroic Christians. 
Eric Metaxas is a witty writer and speaker who, in recent years, 
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by Abigail Fehr
Fearless&Faithful
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has turned his attention to the lives of Christians who have lived 
intelligently and fearlessly in their day. His first two biographical 
works chronicled the lives of two of our very own House Heroes: 
William Wilberforce and Dietrich Bonhoeffer. 

Knowing that, it already seems natural to invite him to speak at our 
Founders Dinner on October 11. It’s the perfect way to convince 
him to add volumes about Elliot, Equiano, and Lewis. Two down. 
Three to go?

In reality, our desire to bring Eric Metaxas into our midst has 
more to it than that coincidental connection. Metaxas also tried to 
emulate these men in his own way. After all, it’s pointless to have 
heroes if we don’t want to be like them.  In addition to his books, 
Eric Metaxas regularly writes about the Christian’s role in society 
today. His recent articles for The Christian Post address issues 
such as Christian complacency, homosexuality, religious freedom, 
and the entertainment industry. With his Ivy League education 
and strong Christian faith, Metaxas is the sort of person who can 
go toe-to-toe with famous atheist 
Christopher Hitchens and also 
write and narrate for Veggie Tales. 
He shows us that being a Christian 
does not requires us to check our 
brains at the door, and that we can 
and should engage with our culture 
for the sake of the Gospel.

This is an inkling of what I want 
for my students. Very few of 
them would style themselves as 
intellectuals, and that’s okay. But 
as people made in the image of 
God, they are able to think and do 
more than they could imagine for 
themselves. Through the grace of 
God and His Spirit’s sanctification 
in their lives, many of my students 
will learn what it means to live 
boldly for Christ even when 
the people around them do not. 
Whether or not they ever end up 
on CNN or Fox News, like Eric 
Metaxas, is irrelevant. But God 
has called each of them to serve 
and glorify Him in some way.

Service
It’s unlikely that Bonhoeffer, 
Wilberforce, or any of our other 
House Heroes ever woke up in the 
morning and thought, “I’m going 
to be remembered forever.” Rather, they endeavored to live each 
day as faithful servants of their faithful Savior. And then, when 
God called them to do their great work, they were ready. 

Because when you understand who Jesus is and what He has done 
to save you, faithfulness in little translates to faithfulness in much.

Even in my own youth and inexperience, I understand that the 
children of today become the leaders of tomorrow. If God blesses 
me with a long life, I will live to see this coming generation 
influence the direction of human history. As I teach my small sector 
of those individuals, raging from wide-eyed, smiling grammar 
school students to some of our 2014 graduates, I nurture my hopes 
and expectations for their futures.

But, to be honest, I don’t really know where any of my students 
will end up. I don’t know what kind of jobs they will get or whether 
they will start families. I don’t know if they will stay close to home 
or if they will travel the world. I don’t even know whether they 
will continue to serve Christ or if their faith will prove insincere. 
I know what I want for them, but I do not know what God has 
planned. However I also know that He is sovereign and that He 
is good.

We need a new generation of Christian heroes. We need strong 
Christians to serve in courtrooms and cubicles, libraries and 

laboratories across the world. We 
need people to testify to the glory 
of God in science and history and 
economics and art. My students 
may very well become some of 
those leaders. But whether they 
become engineers or teachers or 
bankers or homemakers, they need 
to represent Christ with integrity 
and day-by-day faithfulness. 
That’s what it really means to live 
fearlessly.

Maybe faithfulness for my 
students right now takes the form 
of helping their siblings with their 
chores or sharing their lunch or 
tutoring with Project Purpose. 
But those consistent acts of 
compassion build character and 
help them learn that following 
Jesus means self-sacrifice rather 
than self-aggrandizement. We 
want these kids to be equipped to 
serve God and others. We want 
them to be fearless in the face of 
a sinful world because they know 
they have a strong Savior. 

That has to start now.

Eric Metaxas is the author 
of Amazing Grace: William 

Wilberforce and the Heroic Campaign to End Slavery (2009) and 
Bonhoeffer: Pastor, Martyr, Prophet, Spy (2010). He founded 
and currently hosts Socrates in the City: Conversations on the 
Examined Life, an event series that encourages people to entertain 
and discuss life’s enduring questions.
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I approached the writing of this article with a great deal of thought 
and prayer. I want to advise you that the piece you are reading is 
quite bold, but the message I hope to convey is the gospel. And if 
I have come to understand anything, it is that the gospel message 
is rarely subtle.

College is an intense season of change for most young people, and 
I was no exception. Still, some things remained constant through 
those four years of rapid growth. One of these constants was my dear 
friend Mark--a friend with whom I instantly “clicked” freshman 
year. Many of my impulsive friendships faded as I matured, but my 
bond with Mark remained steadfast. I attributed this not solely to 
our endless list of shared interests, but to our passionate belief in the 
saving love of Christ. Mark emanated a Christ-like love for people 
no matter where he went, and our conversations revolved around 
God’s work in our lives more often than not. Even when we lost 
touch for months at a time, even through serious disagreements, 
even after Mark transferred to another school, he and I would 
always pick up right where we left off, regardless of how much 
time or hurt had passed in between.

A little over a year ago, something altered in our friendship. I had 
just graduated from college and had just moved back home to 
Phoenixville. Mark was living at home outside of Pittsburgh, and 
although we kept in touch frequently, I began to get the feeling that 
something was wrong. Mark’s texts and phone calls became short, 
erratic, and vague. Having coached each other through many tough 
issues throughout our four years of friendship, I knew that Mark 
was keeping something from me. 
I confronted my friend about his distant behavior via text message 
one night. I told him that it hurt me to be kept in the dark, but 
respected his privacy if he did not wish to divulge. After a great 
deal of pressing, Mark reluctantly confessed to me that he had 
come out of the closet as a homosexual.

My initial reaction was stark, shocking grief. I lost sleep over 
the struggle I knew my friend was facing. His parents had all but 
broken all communication with him. Living in a small town where 
word travels fast, several churches had “reached out” to Mark--
telling him that he was no longer welcome to attend their services.
I spent several weeks asking my friends and church for prayer--not 
just for Mark, but also for myself. My grief over this news was 
deeply connected to a growing realization that I was not equipped 
to handle the situation. As close as we were, I was powerless to 
change Mark’s heart. 
I do not tell this story to garner sympathy or to sell a stance on 
homosexuality; but to demonstrate a serious issue I--and my 
peers--now face as Christian adults: How do we equip our high 
school students to address these issues on a personal level? How 
do we respond to the lies of modern secular culture and engage in 
redemptive work? How do you evangelize within the context of a 
culture that encourages us to “follow our hearts” (which essentially 
means that everything is permissible)? How do we offer stability 
to someone when they have 51 gender-identification options on 
their Facebook profile? [Several weeks ago, Facebook added 48 
options to the traditional choice between “male” and “female.”] 
What do you say to a non-Christian colleague who just lost his 
best friend to a cocaine overdose? How do I tell my beloved friend 
Mark that he is embracing a sinful lifestyle?

After much reflection, here are some of the essential tools I strove 
to acquire in order to love Mark as a Christian sister should:

1. Humility 
We do not occupy the moral high ground. If we are to approach 
such issues, we must be willing to admit our own shortcomings. 
The apostle Paul writes, “All have sinned and fall short of the 
glory of God.” The passage does not read, “All non-Christians 
have sinned.” Our sins might look different, but the only thing that 

Coming Out of the Evangelical Closet
Equipping Young pEoplE for Bold, gospEl-CEntErEd EvangElism

by Laura SantaMaria



11

separates us from an atheist is God’s work in our lives and hearts.  
A pastor I knew in college frequently reminded his congregation, 
“Everyone you meet is facing a great battle.” Do not be foolish in 
assuming that others are equipped to fight that battle.

2. Personal Relationships
If we are to be instruments of Christ’s love, we must steer clear of 
general address to large masses and initiate genuine relationships 
with non-Christians. When Jesus came into this world, He was the 
opposite of the Messiah we anticipated. Not only did He arrive in 
abject poverty and under questionable circumstances (regarding 
His conception), but He spent the majority of His ministry with 
those whose lineage, social standing, lifestyle, and morals were 
worthy of more than a few raised eyebrows: fishermen, prostitutes, 
tax collectors, lepers, and more! In addition, Jesus did not always 
focus on the crowd. Notice in the seventh chapter of his gospel, 
Luke writes that “a great crowd went with Him [Jesus] into Nain 
(v. 11, ESV). Verse 12 likewise notes a “considerable crowd” of a 
funeral procession. However, rather than addressing the crowd (as 
a sensible social leader would), it says in verse 13 that He “saw 
her”--the widow grieving for her dead son. Jesus saw “her,” not 
the masses! (Luke 7:11-13) Not the traditional way of “getting 
the word out.” He hones in on her point of deepest pain, speaks 
encouragement and compassion, and then brings healing to the 
source of our seemingly irreversible pain. Our Lord is not a social 
crusader, but a seer of hearts and individuals. Although we might 
not be able to raise the dead, we do have the responsibility to reach 
out to individuals. Like Jesus, we must love individual people, not 
a “cause.”

3. Brutal Honesty 
The belief that people who look and live a lot like us are the only 
ones spiritually prepped to hear the gospel is an utter fallacy that 
ignores the doctrine of grace. The gospel is for ALL people. The 
fact is, the thirstier you are, the more ready you are to receive 
living water.

Unlike Jesus, we cannot approach people and immediately see into 
their hearts. However, on the basis of personal relationship, we 
can develop relationships of trust and intimacy that allow us to 
approach those whom we love with sensitivity and grace. When 
Jesus approached the Samaritan woman at the well (John 4), He 
did not mince his words about her sinful lifestyle. He stated facts-
-confronting her about her multiple marriages and the lover with 
whom she was living. Jesus’s approach to us is simply this: “I 
know who you are, AND I love you.” Love and honesty must be 
inseparable, or we are merely coming from a place of judgment, 
which we have no right to occupy. God alone has the authority to 
diagnose and change irreversible hearts.

4. The Gospel Message  
We are utterly helpless to follow the good laws of scripture and 
achieve heaven. We are great sinners, but Christ is a greater savior. 
Our salvation is due to God’s initiation toward us in our state 
of helplessness. The question we need to be asking ourselves is 
not, “WWJD?” but rather, “What has Jesus already done?”  Our 
God is the lover of losers, lost causes, and failures--even when 
we continue to fail! Our sins are covered. What love is this? This 
one-way love towards rebellious sinners was too costly for us to 

purchase. And the joyful truth is this: we did not and do not have 
to purchase it. It’s free. We aspire to love others in the same spirit-
-without expectation, ultimatum, or judgment. 

5. Surrender In Prayer
Entrust others to God’s will and timing, bearing in mind that He has 
a documented history of faithfulness. The work that God is doing 
in someone’s heart does not always manifest itself outwardly to 
human eyes or in the time frame that we would hope for or expect. 
However, the apostle Paul reminds us, “And I am sure of this, that 
he who began a good work in you will bring it to completion at the 
day of Jesus Christ” (Philippians 1:6). We are all travellers on the 
road toward sanctification. And as such, we cannot assume that the 
newly-converted will change his or her ways overnight (although 
God does sometimes work out healing in this way.) No human 
heart is beyond God’s reach.

As Mark and I were driving home on that Sunday evening in March 
(following church and dinner at my pastor’s home), my heart sank 
as Mark asked me a question about communion that I knew would 
start the conversation I had been dreading. Even now, my breath 
catches and my eyes water with the memory of the words that 
passed between Mark, I, and the Lord that night. I cried through 
most of the exchange, telling Mark that it gave me no pleasure to 
tell him that his thoughts about his lifestyle were wrong--that the 
Bible did not conform to his newfound formulation of permissive 
Christianity. We argued through tears, and finally a tense silence 
was broken by Mark’s meek confession that he had no idea how to 
reconcile his feelings with his love for Jesus; that he had yet to find 
a church that would understand his conflicted heart; that he had no 
idea where to go from here. I sobbed audibly, and confessed my 
own inadequacy to understand or help him. And then I told him 
that there was only one person who had ever walked this earth that 
understood him utterly: Jesus.

The next morning, Mark boarded his bus back to Pittsburgh, and 
we said our tearful goodbyes. Months have passed since, and not a 
day goes by when I do not silently pray for God to work in Mark’s 
heart. Mark has given me no revelations of a lifestyle change. I 
still watch with a grievous heart as I see his proud postings of his 
homosexuality on his Facebook page. But the Lord is merciful, 
and just a few weeks ago when I was feeling hopeless about 
Mark’s situation, I received a phone call from him. After a short 
chat about work and changes in our lives, Mark responded to a 
self-deprecating comment of mine with a surprising revelation: 
“Laura, you and your family are the only ones who have never 
given up on me. I don’t know anyone like that other than Jesus.” 
I have faith that a seed has been planted by the Holy Spirit, and 
I pray earnestly that the Lord will bring the work which He has 
begun in Mark to completion.

I conclude with the following reply to any reader who might be 
shocked or offended by this article: I do not pretend to be an 
authority on the issue of evangelism. I do not have all the answers. 
But my hope is that my words might be the spark of thought and 
conversation in the Coventry Christian community so that we 
might better equip young people to be bold, fearless, and reckless 
lovers of mankind.   



“Governments, like clocks, go from the motion men give them; and 
as Governments are made and moved by men, so by them they 
are ruined too, wherefore governments rather depend upon men, 
than men upon governments. Let men be good, and the government 
cannot be bad.”    -  William Penn, Frame of Government

Imagine that you are a seventh grade middle school student 
walking up the Pennsylvania State Capitol steps. (If you’ve never 
seen the building, it is quite impressive!) You are surrounded by 
250 middle and high school students from 35 different schools.  
When you arrive at the registration desk, your teacher hands you 
a badge which reads “Coventry Christian.”   When you survey the 
names of the other schools located in your bill book, you notice 
that you are the only school that bares the name “Christian.”  All 
of the sudden, you realize that you are one of five students who is 
undeniably labeled a Christian.  You look to the left to find a group 
of 30 inner city kids from the Obama delegation. Do you cower in 
fear, or do you stand bold and confident? 

If you can imagine yourself in that situation, then you can imagine 
what it was like this year for the two newest members of the 
Coventry Christian delegation for the Youth and Government club 
(YAG) at Coventry Christian School.  I had a similar experience 
my first year as advisor to the club.  Each advisor was asked to 
give her name and delegation.  Even as older and more mature 
Christians, it can be difficult at times to proclaim the name of 

Christ to a room full of strangers.  Youth and Government offers a 
valuable experience to all who participate in the program, but the 
students and advisors at Coventry Christian are offered something 
of even greater value – the opportunity to grow their faith as they 
learn to trust in the Lord as they stand boldly before their peers 
baring the name of Christ. At the same time, it is an opportunity to 
practice discernment in the way we represent Christ to our peers. 

YAG’s purpose at Coventry Christian is not to go to the Capitol 
building in Harrisburg each year and preach the Gospel.  We 
are there for the same reason the other clubs are – to teach the 
students democracy through hands-on experiences in the chambers 
of the Pennsylvania Capitol.  The participants learn how to use 
parliamentary procedure, to distinguish the difference between 
state and Federal legislation, to write a bill that could become 
Pennsylvania state law, and to articulate an argument to defend 
and promote their bill.  As students begin to conduct research on 
possible bill ideas, they have to investigate current laws and make 
sure that their proposals suggest improvements to our current legal 
system.  It is a wonderful opportunity for middle school and high 
school students who are interested in politics to engage in a process 
that directly impacts their lives and the lives of those around them. 
However, as young ambassadors for Christ, our students have 
a duty, to both God and our country, to ensure that the bills and 
laws that we present in YAG reflect the truth, morality, justice, and 
mercy of the God we serve and to speak against those that do not.  
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In a culture that is growing increasingly hostile toward Christians, 
it can be very difficult for our young people to feel confident 
expressing opinions that are contrary to majority opinion.  
Delegate Mia Crank (7th) explains, “My worldview is different 
from the majority of the kids at YAG.  It was very difficult at times 
to express my opinions without getting frustrated at other people’s 
responses.  It was hard to handle at times.”  Delegate Riley Minor 
met the most opposition during his time in committee. He stated, 
“My committee chair was blatantly against Christianity.  I had 
problems in my committee with people knowing I was a Christian. 
Even when I had an opinion that was not based at all on my 
religion, I felt that I was automatically discredited.”  The delegates’ 
experiences in Harrisburg demonstrate a very real problem that is 
facing modern politics – the idea that religion has no place in the 
American conversation.

Most well informed Americans understand that “separation of 
church and state” is the best possible government model for both 
civic government and religious organizations. In this system, 
neither institution has any control over the other.  However, that 
does not mean that faith must be banished from the political 
conversation. Whose business would it be, for example, to give 
people guidance on the morality of matters like war, justice, crime, 
the treatment and punishment of convicts, gambling, sexism, child 
labor, homelessness, immigration, pornography, prostitution, 
poverty, marriage, spousal abuse, child abuse, adultery, abortion, 
discrimination against minorities, ethics, drug addiction, unfair 
marketing practices or marketing of unsafe products, social 
contracts, labor practices, unemployment, consumer issues, 
building codes, banking practices, environmental degradation, 
human rights, vast inequalities of wealth, private vs. public 
property? When we confuse “faith” with “church,” and “political 
dialogue” with “state,” we deny the inevitable—the inherent and 
pervasive influence of faith upon politics. While there are relatively 
few issues where the overlap isn’t obvious (building codes and 
traffic matters, perhaps ), most issues clearly are a matter of both 
religious and political concern. 

It is clear that the founding fathers of our nation believed that 
the success of our government depended upon Christian virtue.  
George Washington expressed as much in his farewell address 
when he stated, “Of all the dispositions and habits which lead 
to political prosperity, religion and morality are indispensable 
supports.”  Too often in government today, we hear the unrelenting 
cry for complete separation of religion and lawmaking.  When the 
2013-2014 school year began, I heard arguments from my students 
supporting this idea that religion has no impact whatsoever on 
political decision making. As the year progressed, I believe that 
my students began to understand that it is impossible to separate 
the two. In YAG, we take the time to examine the idea that the 
morality of a people dictates the laws created by that people.  If the 
morality of a society does not come from religion, from whence is 
it derived?  Personal religion always determines public morality. 

As Christians, our purpose is not to establish a kingdom for God 
on this earth. Paul makes it very clear that all authorities on earth 
are ultimately under God’s control (Romans 13).  But scripture 
does reinforce the fact that the role of government is to protect and 
provide for the people (1 Peter 2), and as Christians, our primary 
concerns are to love God and to love others, which sometimes 
requires political action.  Dietrich Bonhoeffer, one of our five 
House Heroes and the subject of Eric Metaxas’s best-selling 
biography, Bonhoeffer, cared deeply about whether those in charge 
were promoting good for humanity or doing them harm.  One of 
my favorite quotes from Bonhoeffer reads, “Silence in the face of 
evil is itself evil.  God will not hold us guiltless. Not to speak is 
to speak.  Not to act is to act.” At Coventry Christian School we 
believe that young people must be taught to stand firm in their 
faith and to promote God’s love and goodness throughout the 
world.  One area where they will have that opportunity is in the 
government that was established by our founding fathers.  YAG 
serves to train our students not only in government procedure, 
but more importantly, in the role of the Christian in the world of 
politics.  And what an important role that is! I am proud to say that 
despite the opposition faced by both Riley and Mia, both delegates 
are excited to be a part of YAG next year. I am excited to see how 
God will use this unique program to equip and refine these students 
over the next four years.



As they planted seeds, they planted hope.  Hope in the coming 
crops and hope in the future of their own lives.  The adults who 
worked alongside them encouraged them in their passions and 
hobbies.  The adults listened with grace as the children shared; 
with grace, the adults corrected the students’ mistakes.   Like 
the little children in Mark 10, these children experienced hope 
in Christ’s grace.  They felt the hope that can only exist in the 
Kingdom of God.

Joy in Working
On that May morning, we worked hard.  We planted over 30 
tomatoes, 75 peppers, 20 eggplants, 48 zucchini and squash, 20 
watermelons, 700 green beans, 28 cucumbers, and bunches of 
flowers.  The ground was muddy and hung off of our shoes like 
weights.  The seeds were small and sometimes got lost in the dirt.  
The wheel barrow was so heavy with mulch that it required an 
adult and child to push it.  The work was hard, but somehow the 
children laughed even harder.  

Project Garden will be filled with laughter this summer.  Twice 
a week, as a community of garden volunteers, we will be in the 
garden working alongside one another.  With a garden the size of 
our’s, 40’x120’, there will always be weeds to pull, vegetables to 
harvest, and plants to water.  There will always be work, but when 
there are children in the garden there will also be laughter.  There 
will be little boys who purposefully spray their friends with the 

You should have heard the laughter coming from the garden on 
that sunny Saturday morning in May: it permeated the air.  You 
would not have been able to contain your smile as those two 
elementary school girls planted over 500 green bean plants without 
complaining.  You would have wanted to join in with those boys 
as they pushed each other in the wheel barrel.  You would have 
had fun even when your work boots were sinking into the muddy, 
rocky soil where you were attempting to plant tomatoes.  You 
would have found hope and joy because those were God’s gift to 
us on that Saturday.  

As the school year winds down, Project Garden is beginning its 
third year—our third year of gardening, laughing, finding joy, 
and planting hope.  When we began in the spring of 2012, Project 
Garden was a natural addition to Project Purpose.  On the surface, 
it created a way for us to stay connected with the students we serve 
through our school year tutoring, but on a much deeper level it 
created a way of sharing the hope and joy of the Kingdom of God 
with our community.  

Hope in Planting
When you sit down to read this article, Project Garden will look 
much different than it did on that mid-May morning.  We will 
hopefully be harvesting beans, zucchini, and peas.  Yet before any 
of that work can be done, we must plant.  In order for our garden 
to be overflowing with tomatoes, peppers, beets, corn, carrots, and 
watermelon we planted thousands of seeds.  

On our Saturday planting day, the children planted alongside an 
adult volunteer.  We worked in pairs or groups of threes to make a 
large task much more feasible.  The children dug in the dirt to make 
deep holes for their tomato plants.  They used their fingers to poke 
the perfect-sized hole for green bean seeds.  They used muddy yard 
sticks to measure just how far apart the peppers should be planted.  
All the while, they talked with their adult buddy.  Conversations on 
track and field times, spelling tests, soccer practices, and favorite 
colors filled their air.  
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PLANTING 
Hope and Joy

Project  PURPOSE



hose. There will be kids picking flowers to give to their moms, 
their girlfriends, and their grandmothers.  There will be young 
boys who play football with our teenage helpers.  There will be 
laughter and joy.  There will be joy in working for the Kingdom 
of God.

Hope in Relationships
Project Garden allows for a very natural way for volunteers to 
get to know students and their families.  When you are working 
alongside someone with a common goal ahead of you, it is almost 
impossible to not begin to get to know each other.  For many of 
our garden volunteers, this will be their second year of serving 
in the garden.  They will continue to build the relationships that 
formed last year. Through those relationships they are able to share 
Christ’s hope.

The hope that comes from those relationships is reciprocal.  Our 
volunteers experience hope themselves in getting to know the 
children and as their own family is impacted by the garden.  Tammy 
Barnhart, who serves with her family, shares, “once the kids 
learned my name they would start yelling ‘Hello, Miss Tammy!’ 
to me as soon as I started to get out of my car.  I love working 
alongside the kids and hearing about their day and their lives.  I 
love seeing my children work with and play with the kids.”  If you 
ask Tammy what was the most impactful moment in the garden, 
her answer will most likely have something to do with her 8th 
grade son, Grant, connecting with 2nd grade Mujahid.  The boys 
got to know each other over the summer as Grant became known 
as “the fun one.”  Grant, “the fun one,” now serves as Mujahid’s 
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Sunday tutor.  Through this relationship, Tammy has connected 
with Mujahid’s sisters and mother.  These relationships are bearing 
fruit for the Kingdom of God.  
  
Joy in Eating
As with any garden, sometimes the most joyful moments are 
those that come from eating our harvest.  We harvest pounds of 
vegetables each week.  For some of our Project Purpose children, 
this is the first time that they have eaten a cucumber straight from 
the plant or seen a purple bean.  If you ask the children, they will be 
able to quickly tell you their favorite vegetable; carrots, beans, and 
broccoli are top contenders.  Project Garden is meeting a tangible 
need in the community of Rolling Hills: access to locally grown, 
affordable vegetables.  

The families who serve in the garden share in the harvest of the 
garden.  When families become involved, I have the joy of telling 
them that all of their produce needs for the summer will be taken 
care of.  In a community where there are no grocery stores right 
around the corner, this is significant.  Creating food access is a 
tangible way to share God’s promise that in the Kingdom of God 
there will be no more hunger.  It is a tangible way of being able 
to experience the joy in eating the delicious vegetables that God 
created for humanity.
         
As the garden grows this summer, it will create opportunities for 
Project Purpose children and families to experience the joy and 
hope of the Kingdom of God.

It is not too late for you to become involved in Project Garden!  
For more info visit www.project-purpose.org        



Leaving a Legacy:  Do You Have a Plan?
Have you considered what will happen when you are gone?  
As parents this topic always comes up when Kristen and I are 
preparing to take a trip without the kids.  Who will care for them?  
Where will they be raised?  What school(s) will they go to?   
This uncomfortable conversation leads to other topics such as 
our church, our family, our friends, the ministries we participate 
in.  How will these efforts and organizations be impacted if we 
were suddenly gone?  What will our legacy be?  What will your 
legacy be?

The best way to leave a legacy is to have a positive and eternal 
influence on the people around you.  My dad is fond of saying that 
“you can’t take anything with you, but you can take people with 
you!”  While it is really God through His Son who saves us, the 
point of these statement is that our actions--our choice to share the 
good news of Christ with others--can have an eternal impact on the 
people around us.  This is why CCS exists.  We want our students 
to come to know Christ, to turn their hearts and lives over to Him.  
To create legacies of Christian service.

Another way to leave a legacy is through your giving, both of time 
and money.  Over the last 30 years, thousands of individuals have 
made donations to CCS.  It is more likely than not that you are one 
of those donors.  In total, more than three million dollars have been 
given to Coventry Christian Schools.  What an incredible testimony 
to the generosity of the CCS family!  Of those donations, nearly 
one-third have come from just a handful of gifts.  These special 
gifts were bequests from supporters who decided to leave a portion 
of their estate to benefit Coventry Kids for years to come.

If you are considering including CCS as a beneficiary in your will, 
we would appreciate it if you would let us know.  Your decision 
can be kept as confidential as you like, but informing the school 
will help us to use your gift in a way that fits your desire, whether 
it be to support the endowment, capital efforts such as a building, 
paying off debt, or a specific program like athletics or drama.  
Additionally, it will help us to acknowledge your gift, if you 
choose, and to celebrate your generosity.  To learn more about the 
Planned Giving options at CCS please contact John Niehls in the 
Development Office (johnniehls@educatingforlife.com). 
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Would you like to decide where your taxes go?  Are you a 
business owner or do you know one?
If you answered yes to these questions, the EITC program is for you!  
The Pennsylvania Educational Improvement Tax Credit Program 
was started in 2001 and provides a 90% tax credit to businesses 
who contribute to an approved Scholarship Organization like CCS.  
In addition to the 90% tax credit,  businesses receive a charitable 
contribution deduction on their state and Federal returns, providing 
as much as a 96% credit from your contribution.  This program is 
very simple to participate in, but does require an application.  
In the past two years, CCS has been able to award more than 
$40,000 in scholarships through this special program, and we 
expect to award more next school year.  In order to learn more 
about this program, please visit www.CoventryChristian.com/
EITC!

Paving the Way for Improvements Around Campus
This project was the first visible result of the school’s new long-
range facilities plan.  This summer the entire roof will be repaired 
and resurfaced, including necessary mason work to address all 
existing needs and to ensure that the entire building is better 
protected from the elements.

Earlier this spring the CCS Board of trustees approved a long-term 
facilities plan for our school.  The purpose of the facilities plan is 
to provide a safe, functional, and sustainable school facility for our 
students.  The first phase of developing the facilities plan was to 
take an inventory of the major components of our school, project 
their remaining useful life, and to project the cost of these items.  
Most of the major facility components have been inventoried with 
a few additional items to be completed during the 2014 – 2015 
school year.  

The current plan calls for nearly $1,000,000 of investment into our 
facilities and grounds over the next 10 years.  In April, the board 
of trustees funded the first year of this plan, setting aside $140,000 
for both immediate facility work as well as funds for future years 
and needs.  In addition, the board has included the recommended 
amount for next school year and is working to incorporate the full 
10-year funding recommendation into our long-term financial 
plan.

If you would like to view the current approved facilities plan please 
visit www.CoventryChristian.com/Development.
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“Impossible is not a word, it’s just a reason for someone 
not to try.” –Kutless (“What Faith Can Do”)

In February, I was struck by this song lyric. Though I had listened 
to the song multiple times before, that time the line stayed in my 
head. I didn’t really know why this happened, but I felt like I 
needed to write it down. So, it went on a memo in my phone and 
was quickly forgotten. A month or so later, my life started to get 
very busy. The yearbook and the house auction project needed to 
be finished soon. Being an editor of the yearbook and a steward of 
Bonhoeffer house, I put these two deadlines on my shoulders. I felt 
like there was too much to do and not enough time to do it. During 
this time of great stress, I started to feel like giving up on all of 
my projects. It was then that I saw the memo on my phone with 
this song lyric. Then it hit me: I could not give up. I took on these 
projects, I had accepted these leadership positions, and I needed 
to finish them. However, I realized that I could not finish them on 
my own. I did need my yearbook staff and my house’s help, but 
there was one person I needed more, God. When this realization 
struck me, I took some time to focus on Him. I meditated on a few 
Bible verses and focused on the words of some Christian songs. 
I learned from this that I would not be able to be a great leader 
without leaning on God and remembering that I am not too young 
to lead.

A man who figured out how to be a great leader at a young age was 
Dietrich Bonhoeffer. Growing up in Germany during World War I, 
Dietrich grew up quickly. He did play and fight like a regular child; 
however, at the age of thirteen he made the decision to become a 
theologian. This was a strange declaration by such a young child. 
He went to college as a theology major and, at age 21, graduated 
from the University of Berlin with a doctorate in theology. Right 

away, Dietrich wanted to step up into a leadership role. He wanted 
to be a Lutheran minister; however, he was too young. 

Dietrich did not let this discourage him but found another way 
to work in the church.  At age 22 he travelled to Barcelona and 
worked as an assistant vicar. After his time there, he went to 
America to continue his studies. While he was there, Dietrich 
went against the norm and joined an all-African American Baptist 
church. Upon returning to Germany, he started teaching at Berlin 
University. He challenged his students, and they looked up to him. 
A few years later, he was instrumental in founding the Confessing 
Church of Germany. At 26, he became an example for German 
Christians to stand up for what they believe in and not to accept the 
corrupt state “church.” The people listened to him and respected 
him as a leader of the church. Dietrich continually did what he 
knew God wanted him to do. He did not let his age get in the way 
of accomplishing his goals. 

Dietrich gained great respect from his superiors, and was 
eventually asked to join in a plot against Hitler. Eventually, he 
was arrested for helping a Jew. Though he never left prison, he 
still provided an example for those who knew him or knew of him 
through his writing. Dietrich Bonhoeffer died at the age of 39. He 
was a young man; however, he accomplished many things. He 
led people by standing up for what he believed in and by trusting 
that God would lead him to do the correct thing. In everything he 
did, he trusted God to protect and guide him. He showed great 
tenacity and perseverance throughout his life. These qualities are 
important for a Christian leader to have, especially a young one.

LeadTO

Never Too Young

by Katie Snyder ‘15



Talia Mathew (7th) Earns Spot in National Science Fair
Mrs. Clare Price and her scientific research extension have had 
a remarkable year with several recognitions and awards earned 
by her young scientists.  Last week Talia Mathew (7th), who 
had placed at the Montgomery County Science Fair, went on 
to compete at the regional competition, the Delaware Valley 
Science Fair, which featured students from all of southeastern PA 
and southern NJ.  Talia earned third place honors in the middle 
school biochemistry category.  She earned the distinction of being 
a Broadcom MASTER nominee, an honor given only to the top 
10% of science fair participants from around the country.  She was 
also recognized by DuPont with the DuPont Excellence in Science 
Award.

CCS Art Earns First Place
Annie Kitchell (8th) won first place in the Assembled Art category 
at the ACSI Fine Arts Festival in Lancaster, PA for her outstanding 
wood and metal assemblage piece inspired by artist Louise 
Nevelson.  She worked very diligently, taking the time to find and 
collect just the right pieces to assemble.  Over the past two years 
CCS has participated in the ACSI Fine Arts Festival in Lancaster, 
PA.  The middle and high school extension class students have the 
opportunity to enter 15 artworks from each class in this adjudicated 
festival.  The students’ work is displayed for an art show and they 
attend workshops presented by professional artists.  There are 
eight  different categories in which the students can compete:  
Assembled Art, Art Objects, Abstraction, Non-Representational, 
Commercial Design and Visual Order, Image and Film Capture, 
Narratives/Storytelling and Nature and Observation.

Middle School Girls’ Soccer Completes  
Dominant Year for Lady Eagles

The middle school Lady Eagles completed the most dominant 
one-year campaign in CCS sports history by completing a 
9-2 season with a 7-1 conference record, splitting the regular 
season games with rival Salem.  The girls fell to Salem in the 
championship game by a score of 5-2.  Earlier this year, the 
same group of girls finished 9-3 in volleyball, good enough to 
win their division and second place in the conference, and 12-3 
in basketball, winning their division and losing by one point to 
Salem in the championship game.  

Science and Faith Seminar, September 21
The school is in the midst of a year-long review of its science 
programs and is researching and considering the direction of 
science curriculum and resource acquisition and distribution  for 
the next ten years at CCS.  Having just completed the process for 
mathematics and begun the faculty training for the kindergarten 
and first grade implementation of Singapore math, we know 
the exciting process that we are about to embark upon will be a 
great step forward in the growth of an excellent science program 
at CCS.  The process has great value in building a partnership 
between all CCS stakeholders.  Volunteers have stepped up to the 
plate to participate in our science curriculum committee, which 
starts meeting in July.

Part of the kickoff of our research process includes a wonderful 
opportunity for all CCS families, friends, and neighbors to 
consider the intersection of faith and science.  This is a key issue 
for Christian schools, and the dialogue is vitally important to the 
process which lies ahead of us.  CCS will host a live simulcast 
seminar entitled Science and Faith:  Are They Really in Conflict?  
on Sunday evening, September 21.  Three excellent speakers are a 
part of the event:  Dr. John Lennox, Dr. Stephen Meyer, and Eric 
Metaxas, our Founder’s Dinner speaker for 2014.  

Accreditation Self-Study and Visit Slated for 2014-15
CCS is accredited by the Middle States Association of Colleges 
and Schools and the National Christian School Association.  
These accreditations provide a protocol for the school to engage 
in best practices in evaluation of and strategic planning for all 
of the aspects of schooling necessary for achieving excellence in 
education.  They provide CCS families with the assurance that 
they are receiving a first class education that will be recognized 
by colleges and employers not just locally or nationally but 
internationally as well.  As the school gets deeper into the self 
study process, all current constituents and alumni can expect to 
be engaged in some capacity, whether by committee work, survey, 
or interview, in order to help the board and administration best 
assess our current program against the standards for accreditation 
and to help develop strategic plans for the school’s future.  
Subcommittees will begin forming over the summer.
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by Nichole Tucker, PTO Chair

A Word of Thanks from PTO
Reflecting upon this past school year, PTO has placed tremendous 
value upon all of the feedback it has gathered. From the Volunteer 
Interest Survey, emails, phone calls and even passing hallway 
conversations, we’ve been listening! It is our hope that the 
activity of our group shall serve as an unfaltering reflection of 
the unity found within our school community - students, parents, 
grandparents, alumni, faculty and administration. We all share a 
love for Christ and desire to follow His path while educating our 
children. When we join together, we represent a support system 
for our school that holds limitless potential for every Coventry 
Kid. “Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed 
citizens can change the world. Indeed, it is the only thing that ever 
has.” (Margaret Mead) With that, most of the decisions we make 
and events we host are based entirely upon your thoughts. 

As the Executive Committee members places God first in their 
personal lives, they also seek wisdom from Him to lead our 
Parents, Teachers and Others. If you are reading this, you are part 
of our school community and have been in our prayers. We find 
guidance in Proverbs 27:17 as it offers us direction on how to 
strengthen our cohesion by talking and listening to one another. 
When two iron blades rub together, both of them become sharper, 

shinier and visibly bettered. Likewise, there is great purpose found 
during times of fellowship with our small group of committed 
people. When home and school connect with each other and 
value the other’s thoughts and feelings, it is true that both shall 
prosper. That said, we have been blessed with a great year of 
relationship building. Your input has helped us grow. Membership 
has increased, goals have been set, and changes are always being 
considered.

Thank you CCS community. Thank you for getting involved with 
our school’s PTO group and helping this year’s new Executive 
Committee learn from you, lead with you, and simply have fun 
getting to know you! Now, as the 2013-2014 school year has come 
to a close, our thoughts are turning toward strategic planning 
for next year. Over the summer we’ll be increasing our school 
store inventory in preparation for its fall debut, planning for our 
first ever Family Science Night, and developing subcommittees 
(including New Family Welcome, Volunteer, Communications, 
Spiritual Life). We look forward to partnering with you again, 
walking together in servant leadership, and cultivating a continued 
sense of family throughout our school community. 

“ I thank my God every time I remember you.” (Phillipians 1:3)
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No Coventry Christian athlete has ever earned a trophy or medaled 
in a PIAA district competition.  No Coventry Christian athlete, that 
is, except Colin Gordon (’10).  No CCS student nor alumni can 
truly claim to have single-handedly started a new sport at CCS.  
That is, no one but Colin Gordon.  The sport?  Cross country.  No 
CCS sport can claim victories over public schools.  No sport except 
cross country.  No sport in CCS history has produced more college 
athletes than cross country.  In preparing for catching up with 
Colin in order to write this article, I searched my email account 
for any pieces of Colin history that might be stored there.  I found 
a gem of an email that speaks to Colin’s commitment to his sport.  

It was May of his junior year.  After its inaugural season, the 
cross country team that he had persuaded me to start and to coach 
consisted of only two committed runners and a rag tag bunch of 
tenacious and spirited soccer players who wanted very much to 
give Colin a cross country team.    We would schedule the cross 
country meets for Wednesdays, the only day that the soccer team 
had off, so that the soccer guys could don cross country uniforms 
and run with Colin’s team.  His email outlined what I needed to 

do:  call a special meeting during the school day, sell the sport, put 
together a summer group run schedule to help everyone follow 
through on summer workouts, put together a training program for 
beginners, make a sales pitch in chapel, and prove to the students 
that cross country is a sport that can put CCS on the map.  He even 
offered to create the training program—with my help, of course.  
He closed with a little jab at my casual approach to the team, 
“Having a serious and organized mentality will most definitely 
convey the message that XC is for real and will help grow the 
program.”  In the fall of his senior year, CCS took the high school 
boys’ cross country team to the district championships at Lehigh 
University, where Colin medaled with a top 20 finish.

Colin proceeded to quietly inspire those around him to higher levels 
of commitment and performance.  His passion motivated others to 
run simply because they wanted his passion to be satisfied.  The 
team had a “run for Colin” attitude.  It wasn’t just Colin’s love for 
the sport that spurred on the only CCS team that ever competed for 
an entire season against much larger public and private schools.  
It was a shared desire to put CCS on the sports map in our area.  
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Thanks in no small part to his leadership, the cross country team 
scored victories over much larger schools like Pottstown and 
Reading high schools.  Soccer players who didn’t train during 
the summer or running season turned in fast, gutsy times because 
Colin’s commitment was inspiring.  They all ran hard.  The entire 
team enjoyed being the dark horse at meets and invitationals.  No 
one expected anything from the team, and that was part of the joy 
of running with “Coventry Christian” on their chests.  Every man 
left the field, chest held high, having earned respect for his little 
Christian school.  Colin recalls, “Winning a few meets, particularly 
in track—winning the two mile several times at Pottsgrove—that 
felt really good because I’d show up in my Coventry Christian 
singlet and keep my mouth shut and warm up, win, keep my mouth 
shut and cool down.  The Coventry Christian singlet connoted ‘this 
is a joke’ to other people.  It was good to have us taken seriously.”

After high school, Colin spent his freshman year at Hampden 
Sydney College in Virginia.  Wanting to relocate and go to school 
closer to home, he transferred to Eastern University in St. Davids, 
PA, where his coach, Mike Wilson, says that he was “one of the 
hardest working athletes ever to wear a XC jersey at Eastern.”  Just 
as he did at CCS, he set the bar high by quiet example more than 
by dynamic leadership, doggedly logging 100 mile weeks during 
the summer.  Wilson says Colin, a three-time MVP, truly set the 
tone for Eastern’s team, serving as a catalyst for the success of 
the men’s program over the last three seasons.  He owns three of 
the top 15 times in Eastern XC history, including the third best 
in school history for the 8k.  In a recent tribute to Colin, Wilson 
wrote, “The foundation that you have helped to lay will be built on 
for years to come, and the culture that you have helped to put into 
place will be instrumental to the team’s success moving forward.”  
Colin is humbled but deeply satisfied by his coach’s assessment, 
recognizing the power of a quiet example, “They watch me and 
next thing you know they’re eating oatmeal and almonds and 
working out twice a day.  They say they owe their improvement 

to me, and it’s hard to believe.  I’m not Ryan Hall.  I’m not Jason 
Bull.  But to be what Jason Bull was to me and is to me—the 
people that I look up to as those big brother figures in running—is 
awesome.”

Now a senior at Eastern, Colin is shifting from earning respect for 
his school through standout performances to training and coaching 
other students to carry the torch where he has blazed the trail.  His 
college running career now complete, Colin is going to be coaching 
the Eastern University cross country teams and hopes to some day 
coach at CCS.  He still has a dream for cross country and track 
at CCS.  It’s a dream for bigger and more competitive teams, but 
it’s also a dream to share the gifts that God has given him through 
running.  “It [running] gets us away from distractions and opens us 
up to hear God speak because everything else is silenced.  It’s like 
pressing the reset button when life gets too noisy or overwhelming.  
It provides brotherhood and companionship with those joining you 
on the journey, and it invigorates the body God has given me so 
that it can be more useful to God.”  

A true runner, Colin’s running pursuits are just getting underway.  
Unlike many sports, distance running provides its athletes with 
tremendous opportunities to complete and develop after college.  
Colin plans to keep training after college.  “I have some unsettled 
goals with certain distances,” he explains.  “5k—I think I can 
break 16 minutes.  I’d like to improve my half marathon time to 
1:18.  After that we’ll see.  Maybe do ultramarathoning when I lose 
my speed.”  

Christian Olympian, Eric Liddell, famously said, “I believe God 
made me for a purpose.  But he also made me fast, and when I run, 
I feel his pleasure.”  I asked Colin if he was that keenly conscious 
of running as a spiritual expression.  He explains, “Worship 
happens when I run, but that’s just it.  I don’t think of the act itself 
as worship.  My body is the vessel through which God uses me in 
this world.  If I need to run to be at my best for him in the rest of 
life, that’s what I’ll do.  It’s a gift to be enjoyed, but it’s always 
about something bigger.”  
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Congratulations to our Lady Eagles
on an outstanding year!


