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Save the Date!
Thursday, October 8th, 2015
2015 CCS Founders Dinner

Featuring Dr. Michael J. Behe

Michael J. Behe graduated from Drexel University in Philadelphia, with a Bachelor of Science 
degree in Chemistry. He did his graduate studies in biochemistry at the University of Pennsylvania 
and was awarded the Ph.D. for his dissertation research on sickle-cell disease. From 1978-1982 he 
did postdoctoral work on DNA structure at the National Institutes of Health. From 1982-85 he was 
Assistant Professor of Chemistry at Queens College in New York City, where he met his wife. In 
1985 he moved to Lehigh University where he is currently Professor of Biochemistry. 

In his career he has authored over 40 technical papers and two books, Darwin’s Black Box: The 
Biochemical Challenge to Evolution and The Edge of Evolution: The Search for the Limits of 
Darwinism, which argue that living systems at the molecular level are best explained as being the 
result of deliberate intelligent design. The books have been reviewed by the New York Times, 
Nature, Philosophy of Science, Christianity Today, and many other periodicals. He and his wife 
reside near Bethlehem, Pennsylvania, with their nine children.



I thank my God every time I remember you.  In all my 
prayers for all of you, I always pray with joy because 

of your partnership in the gospel from the first day 
until now, being confident of this, that he who began a 
good work in you will carry it on to completion until 

the day of Jesus Christ.

If those words sound familiar, it is because they were first penned 
by the apostle Paul to his brothers and sisters in Philippi.  Still, as 
I read them now, they capture quite precisely the sentiment that 
I feel as I finish this chapter of ministry with CCS to transition 
to congregational ministry.  We recently enjoyed an evening 
celebrating what God has done through his simple servant in the 
18 years of my affiliation with our school.  My time at CCS has 
been evidence that God puts his treasures in jars of clay to show 
his surpassing greatness.

As I replay the stories within the bigger story of our school over 
the last 18 years, and as I consider the growth, innovations, and 
development of our young school into what I truly would describe 
as the premier private school in our region, I am struck by how 
unlikely our story is.  I am baffled by how the group of unassuming 
people that I know all too well has written such a beautiful story 
and built such an impressive community and institution.  

As I seek to reconcile the apparent disconnect between our resources 
and our results, I find the solution in those words penned by Paul 
some 2000 years ago.  The good work that we have witnessed 
here was begun by God and will be completed by him.  We did 
not write the story.  There is no other explanation for how this shy, 
introverted, socially awkward man served as the front man for a 
growing secondary school and eventually as headmaster.  There 
is no other explanation for how we have delivered the caliber 
and breadth of programs that we have on such an austere budget.  
There is no other explanation for our school’s success in attracting 
some of the finest, most talented educators we will ever meet to 
Pottstown, Pennsylvania from not just all over the country but all 
over the globe.  It is clear that God has anointed this school for his 
great purposes.

It is this truth that made it relatively easy for me to answer God’s 
calling upon my life to go and serve in a different ministry.  
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I cherish the promise that God will finish the work of which I have 
been privileged to be a part, but I have never been necessary for 
the success of Coventry Christian School.  It is an honor to have 
been chosen by the Creator to be his instrument in this place for 
such a time as this, but my greatest pleasure is in pointing out 
that God has provided everything necessary for his work here.  I 
provided nothing but a willing spirit.  If I had not said yes, God 
would have raised up someone else.  When God begins a good 
work, he finishes it, and none of us will thwart his plans.

I look forward to my redefined partnership with you all as the 
husband of our esteemed first grade teacher and the father of three 
Coventry Kids.  I am enjoying the process of transitioning John 
Niehls into the role of head of school for the 2015-2016 school 
year.  It is clear to me that God has called him to this ministry 
for such a time as this, and I am privileged to be able to serve 
alongside him during these last weeks and as an advisor during 
his first year as our head of school.  The work we have been doing 
together behind the scenes in laying the groundwork for the next 
phase of growth at CCS is thrilling to me, both as the outgoing 
headmaster and as a father of three Coventry Kids who will be 
blessed by that growth.  As we begin the next chapter of our story 
with only our third head of school in 31 years, we can confidently 
anticipate God exceeding our expectations.  His plans are greater 
than our imagination can conceive, and he who began a good work 
in you will carry it on to completion.

by Paul Q. Fisher, M. Ed.
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What has been the key to your remaining so long at CCS?

PQF:  God wanted me here.  He called me here and wanted me 
here even when I didn’t know it.  After one year of teaching at 
CCS, I really thought I was called to public school to make a 
difference for Christ in a secular environment.  I really did enjoy 
teaching in the public sector, but as I was driving to work one day 
in Ephrata, I remembered the opportunity I had at CCS, where the 
program was admittedly undeveloped and could go any direction.  
I came to a tearful conviction which I had not realized, namely 
that my students at Coventry were not that different from my 
public school students and that I was called to teach all of God’s 
truth in the unfettered setting of the Christian school.  I’ve been 
here so long because I was called to be here.  I care deeply about 
this place.  With little pretense, CCS means what it does.  There 
is a very special community here.  The Holy Spirit is present as 
seen in the way people conduct themselves.  I’ve been to other 
Christian Schools and been offered jobs other places, and I’ve 
never felt they could compete with what we have right here.  
I’ve thought those schools could even learn from us.  Over the 
last seven years, the commitment to a classical model has been 
reinvigorating.
        
MEN:  So, Mr. Fisher after hearing what you’ve just shared with 
me, why leave now? 
 
PQF: Well, there are two prongs in answer to that question.  First, 
personally, this change was an answer to prayer for me and my 

I first met Paul Q. Fisher as a young boy when his father David 
Q. Fisher was serving as the church planting minister of the 
Bethlehem Church of Christ.  My family and church youth group 
would occasionally go to visit the church when special meetings 
were being conducted.  I lost track of him after his family moved 
from the area and I grew older myself.  It wasn’t until years 
later in the spring of 1997 that I met up with Mr. Fisher after he 
met and interviewed with Bill McGee at Harding University in 
Searcy, Akansas, where he was finishing up his undergraduate 
studies majoring in English and Biology with a minor in Bible and 
Religion, an unusual combination.  Learning that he was from the 
Northeast and was engaged to a pretty young aspiring grammar 
school teacher, Sheri Clark, from Richmond, Virginia excited us. 
  
Eighteen years have passed since that pivotal moment in our 
history, and Mr. Fisher has proven himself to be an excellent 
educator and administrator at Coventry.  He has served as a teacher 
of multiple disciplines, a coach, a principal, a development officer, 
and as head of school.  He has played a central role shaping and 
developing the school’s reputation for authentically Christian 
academic excellence and service in our community.  He built the 
high school program and faculty from its inception.  I sat down 
with Mr. Fisher to reflect on his time at CCS and to learn more 
about his plans for the future.  Following are highlights from that 
interview.

MEN:  Paul, thank you for your service to Coventry Christian 
Schools!  You have spent most of your adult working life here.  

by Mark E. Niehls
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family.  Secondly, the time is right for CCS.  I am a binge worker, 
liking to work until the job is done with a focus on productivity.  
I had gotten to a point where I was not being attentive to my 
family like I should be, and that collided with a continual nagging 
feeling that perhaps there was a sense that providing school-wide 
leadership was skewed to the left or right of what my talents 
were really suited for.  I realized that for me, the administrative 
workload was keeping me from interpersonal ministry.  Teaching 
and spiritual shepherding were not getting done, and those were 
my passions. The second part of the decision hinged on whether 
the time was right for CCS to have a change at the helm.  Through 
prayer, reflection, and the counsel of others, it became clear to 
me that I was called to CCS to professionalize our practice, to 
guide us to accreditation, to pioneer the secondary school, to lead 
the efforts to fully integrate our curriculum and policy with a 
biblical worldview, and to bring the faculty and curriculum into 
maturity.  After completing the implementation of the classical 
model, I lacked passion for what should be next.  That’s when 
I began discussing transition with John Niehls.  John has a 
more entrepreneurial mind.  He thinks innovatively and will not 
hesitate to launch into something new.  He has financial prowess, 
interest in facilities, an ability to strategically plan for the long 
term and to tap into community resources.  He is concerned about 
technological enhancements and infrastructure.  As the school 
grows and becomes more sophisticated, a leader who can address 
these things will be needed.  I’ve been eager to add and develop 
them but I just can’t lead those things very well.   We need a head 
of school who can work on a bigger, more imaginative future than 
what I can give to the school at this point.  CCS is bigger and 
better than it looks.  There is a sense in which we need to provide 

our community and constituents with tangible enhancements, 
demonstrating how excellent what we do here really is. 

MEN:  And you have identified your next ministry?

Yes.  I will be the pastor of the King of Prussia Church of Christ, 
just down the road.  Working at CCS has seasoned me and helped 
me mature a little bit more to the point where I could ask God for 
the first time, “Am I supposed to do church work or ministry?”  
The answer I got to that question back in November was “yes,” 
and as I was wrestling with that on two different occasions during 
late night runs through Pottstown, I felt God was placing church 
ministry on my heart.  “When, Lord, do I do that?”  I truly wanted 
to go back into the classroom, and I had people counseling me 
in that direction, but I kept asking the Lord if school was really 
what he wanted me doing.  School administration opportunities 
came quite easily once word was out that I was leaving CCS, but 
Sheri and I couldn’t come to peace with any of them, and the only 
thing I felt a clear conscience about was going into work with 
a local church.   So as I was on one of those late night runs, I 
asked God, “When am I supposed to go into church ministry?” 
I didn’t want to ask the question because the answer could mean 
leaving my career prematurely, totally leaving what I’ve built my 
professional life, reputation, and ministry around.  On two separate 
runs, while pondering the question, I felt compelled to walk 
through a cemetery, and on two different occasions I was drawn 
to two different grave markers which were lit by battery operated 
spotlights placed by family and friends.  Both graves were for men 
born the same year as I.  The Lord was instructing me, “Life is 
short.  You shouldn’t put off the things that God is calling you to 
for a more convenient time.”  So here I am about to jump into full-
time church ministry.  I felt if the Lord presented the opportunity 
to be in a church doing the work of the church, then I better go and 
do it. These men died younger than I, were born when I was born, 
and it was truly sobering. 

MEN: One of the things that many people know about you is 
that you are a runner.  You’ve already alluded to it as a time of 
reflection and prayer, a time of seeking God’s leading in almost a 
mystical way. 

PQF:  Sometime during almost every run I lift my hands to the sky 
and exhale deeply and audibly say a “Thank You!” It’s such a gift 
to be able to feel that alive, to be that stressed physically and to 
feel that kind of pain or despair depending on how challenging the 
workout is.  That God would bless us with such vitality!  I’m just 
so humbled and thankful, and it reminds me of how much the Lord 
expects.  If He gives me that vitality, then how much I need to be 
using it to His glory.  When I run, things become clearer.  Every 
run is a classroom for me.  Running around Pottstown, I try to take 
in the nuances of the culture around me.  There is a lot you can see 
if you don’t wear headphones.  You may be running in silence, but 
you will hear all kinds of things.  There is almost always a time on 
every run when you hear your own thoughts and things become 
clear that weren’t clear before.   There is always a time in almost 
every run when you forget that you are running, you get into a zone 
and the mind works at a level it doesn’t work at other times.  The 
run itself informs, not like God’s Word does, but the Bible is in 
me and when I run I have the chance to meditate on the Word that 

the Holy Spirit brings to mind and whatever challenges I had that 
day, or whatever people I’m concerned about, as I think of them 
in that quiet time, I pray for them.  My mind works so much better 
in that time at connecting God’s Word with those circumstances 
and being taught about what I should do.  So, at the end of the 
run, if not during the run, my arms go up and I say thanks because 
it’s a sustaining kind of thing--like sitting with a counselor.  But 
it’s not a weird kind of thing, it’s not a New Age mysticism, it’s 
God, Jehovah God, I’m attentive to.  That wasn’t what running 
was about when I was younger. But that’s what it’s about now.  I’m 
less competitive now.  Times don’t matter as much.  Before, I was 
out to prove something.  I enjoyed the competition, but that’s not 
where the real joy is.
 
MEN:  What do you say to those who may have some misgivings 
about you stepping down now?

PQF:  I’d like to say, “Trust my judgment.  Trust me on this.” I 
knew in my heart that I had become out of place, in terms of where 
I ought to devote my energies.  But, what I’d say to people is that 
when someone truly is seeking to spend the days he has left in the 
center of God’s will for how He wants to use his gifts, his talents, 
his time, his resources, and he finds that answer, we can trust that 
the vacancy left behind will be filled by God’s choice for whatever 
is next for that organization, that family, that church--whatever it 
is--that somehow God’s sovereignty will lead. Even if I lead in the 
wrong direction, God’s will is bigger than my bad decisions.  So, 
we should rest in God’s sovereignty.  This is his school, it’s his 
kingdom, and he will accomplish his will in his kingdom.  I see 
great things for CCS.  I’m excited to continue to partner with our 
school as just another CCS dad.
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kingdom for such a time as this?”  Mr. Niehls’s Mordecai was his 
wife, Kristen, an integrated humanities teacher at CCS.  “When 
other counselors advised that I should tread cautiously when 
considering leading at CCS, she [Kristen] threw her full support 
at the idea.”

In December of 2014, after considering a nationwide search for Mr. 
Fisher’s replacement, the administration and board collaboratively 
concluded that the school already had its next head of school on 
campus.  Mr. Niehls possessed the right combination of experience, 
credentials, and talents for a school entering a phase of growth 
and expansion of programs, physical plant, and resources, and his 
experience as a CCS alumnus, the school’s development officer, 
a former school board chair, and a parent of three Coventry Kids 
have immersed him in the culture of CCS that is so important to all 
of the school’s constituents.

It is that culture that Mr. Niehls believes makes the school so 
special, “What seems very unique and special is that in my mind 
there has never been a better school than CCS, but CCS is a much 
better school today than it was 25 years ago.  As a student, as a 
staff member, as an alumnus, and as a parent, I have always felt 
that way.  But the most distinctive feature that helps me draw that 
conclusion is the family environment created at CCS by genuine 
relationships between the students, faculty,  and parents.”  It’s a 
feature of the school that will be core to Mr. Niehls’s leadership.  
During his tenure as a development officer, he would routinely 
express this aspect as the school as a core virtue to be protected 
and nurtured because he believes it is fundamental to student 

success.  He explains,  “I believe that so much of a student’s  
ability to learn, grow, and develop is impacted--perhaps more than 
anything else--by the comfort that they have in their school setting.  
If students are able to feel comfortable and confident they will be 
more successful. “  Maintaining that culture as a school grows can 
be difficult.  Organizations lose their core values every day.  How 
does a school maintain a family atmosphere?  Mr. Niehls has a firm 
response.  “Hiring the right staff.  That culture is built by the staff 
first.  It’s not something that we can impose from the top down or 
through policy.  It’s created by the men and women who choose to 
serve our kids.  Continuing to strive to always get the absolute best 
staff we can is crucial.”

A successful businessman and entrepreneur with a bachelor’s 
degree in accounting from Kutztown University and a master’s 
degree in business administration from Harding University, Mr. 
Niehls brings to school leadership specialized knowledge and 
experience in both corporate and small business finance and 
development, marketing, management, project management, and 
in capital campaign development and execution.  He is the first 
head of school at CCS to possess the education, professional 
experience, and talents to help the school secure the resources 
necessary to fulfill the vision cast by the board and previous heads 
of school with the resources to compete with larger schools in 
educational resources, learning spaces, technology, and curricular 
and co-curricular opportunities.  

These assets are complimented by a combined eight years of service 
working closely with Mark Niehls, Paul Fisher, and Jill Barton as 
both part of the administrative team and as a board member.  From 
2011 to 2014, he served on the board of trustees, serving as the 
chair of the board for two of those years.  Under his leadership, 
the board formally committed itself to the classical model for 
curriculum and instruction, expanded the diversity and skillset of 
the board, and made several key financial decisions, including the 
sale of the North Coventry campus, which have grown the school’s 
endowment, controlled tuition growth, and placed the school in a 
position of financial strength for years to come.

Whether starting his own for-profit business or choosing to lead 
the school, faith plays the central role in Mr. Niehls’s decision-
making and leadership.  He wants to see his children receive the 
best education possible, and he believes this can only happen in 

Every coach loves to have a deep bench.  He wants to know that 
if he loses a player to free agency he has players on the bench 
who are ready to play at the same level as his current starters.  
For years, CCS has been richly blessed with a deep bench.  When 
Mark Niehls retired from his role as superintendent, Paul Fisher 
was ready to come off of the bench, and the school didn’t skip a 
beat.  In March of 2014, Mr. Fisher hired John Niehls to serve 
as the chief financial officer of the school.  He was not new to 
CCS.  He had served as a development officer for the school 
during his studies at Kutztown and after graduation as well 
before working in the corporate world and then starting his own 
insurance brokerage, Niehls Insurance Group.  In 2014, with his 
own business doing well and Mr. Fisher’s desire to mature the 
school’s fiscal operations and leverage its resources to secure a 
vibrant financial future, John joined the administrative team at the 
school.  In November of 2014, when Mr. Fisher decided to answer 
the call to church ministry, John was ready to come off of the 
bench to fill his position.

For the board and administration, it seemed natural for Mr. Niehls 
to step into the shoes left by Mr. Fisher, but Mr. Niehls did not see 
it coming.  His goal while in undergraduate studies was to be come 
a tax attorney, but while still in college he was called to serve in 
development at CCS, and that changed his plans.  When he moved 
on from CCS after his first tenure with the school, he broke into 
the corporate world as a manager for Ideal Concepts, a national 
insurance brokerage.  He took what he learned there and started 
his own insurance brokerage, which has flourished.  So when 
Mr. Fisher first pitched the idea of coming to work for CCS in 
February of 2014, Mr. Niehls did not immediately agree to it.  “My 
initial reaction when presented with the idea was ‘definitely not.’  I 
felt my role on the board was sufficient.  Then God worked in my 
heart in a way I have not experience before.  My mind said no, but 
in my heart I knew God wanted me to do it.  It was one of the few 
times in my life where I was feeling God uniquely calling me to do 
something that rationally I did not have a great reason to do.”  Like 
the biblical character Esther, Mr. Niehls did not have in mind what 
God’s calling would be for him at CCS, but in Esther’s case, when 
her uncle Mordecai saw her unique ability to serve her people, he 
declared to her, “And who knows but that you have come to the 

For Such  
a Time  
as This

by Paul Q. Fisher, M. Ed.

a Christian school.  That school, however, must not compromise 
excellence in order to be Christian.  Excellence and Christian 
should always be coupled together.  He explains, “Truth starts in 
Christ.  I can’t teach my children about the world without starting 
with that as the foundation.  I do think that for a long time Christian 
schools have not served our children as well as they could have 
in that they have become complacent in leaving things that are 
difficult to understand, the mysteries, unexplored.  At CCS we 
want to pursue scientific inquiry without any fear.  As Christians 
we should be pushing the forefront of scientific discovery.  For 
too long, Christian schools have been associated with mediocrity.  
This must never be true at CCS.  Christian education should be the 
best education.”

Mr. Niehls sees his upcoming tenure as head of school as a 
new era of leadership at the school.  His father, Mark Niehls, 
brought what was needed for his time, a visionary cheerleader, 
an enthusiastic pioneer who was willing to do whatever it took 
to get a fledgling school off of the ground.  After graduating its 
first class, Mark Niehls began passing the baton to a team of 
professionals and leaders he had been assembling in anticipation 
of the next phase for the school.  People like Mary Niehls, 
Francie Hodges, Paul Fisher, and Jill Barton grew academic and 
co-curricular programs and professionalized faculty and program 
delivery, achieving dual accreditation and refining what Mark 
Niehls had built.  Mr. Niehls eagerly anticipates the opportunity 
to lead the next very exciting phase of perfecting, refining, and 
strengthening an already robust and excellent program.  It is not a 
time for pioneering but rather a time for challenging the school to 
raise the bar and to reach for the standard.  Mr. Niehls is excited, 
“The mode shifted during Mr. Fisher’s tenure from growing to 
perfecting.  We have been becoming a great school over the last 
5-7 years, but the first 20 years were about becoming a school.  
I’m excited to tackle how we can continue to innovate and instill 
passion in our staff and in our students to continually be at the 
forefront of excellence in education.”

8 9
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This year our secondary students produced a play by William 
Shakespeare for the first time, with some actors as young as 
fifth grade joining the cast. The Comedy of Errors, abridged by 
Scott Minor, is Shakespeare’s shortest work and very much built 
like a farce, which means it is ridiculous and designed purely to 
make the audience laugh without digging too deeply into serious 
philosophical ideas or moral dilemmas. In spite of continual 
rehearsal cancellations due to snow and ice, the performance was 
a tremendous success. The actors achieved an exceptional level of 
understanding of the language and expression of meaning which 
allowed them to explore their relationships not only with their 
fellow cast members but also with the audience, which paid off in 
uproarious laughter throughout the entire production. 

Mr. Minor is very comfortable with the task of training young 
students to perform the works of Shakespeare and has been doing 
so with continued success since 1999. Many parents of elementary 
students at CCS will recall last year’s excellent production of A 
Midsummer Night’s Dream, which by some accounts was an even 
more impressive accomplishment due to the younger ages of the 
actors with some large roles played by third graders. However, in 
terms of the overall growth and maturing of the actors during the 
rehearsal process, mastery of the language, and delivery of the lines, 
Mr. Minor considers the CCS production of The Comedy of Errors 
to be the most successful he has ever directed. Manufacturing and 
expressing honest emotion within the context of a play is a difficult 
task. Controlling and exaggerating that emotion in order to play it 
up for comedic effect is even harder. This cast did an exemplary 
job with both.

For some, this trend toward performing Shakespeare has begged 
the question, “Why should Christian students perform the plays 
of Shakespeare? Aren’t they full of bawdy humor, antique curse 
words, and immoral characters?” In fairness, they are.  It is a good 
question that deserves a thoughtful answer. 

Whether Shakespeare was a Christian or not (much evidence 
points to him being raised Catholic), simply based on the tone and 
morality expressed in Shakespeare’s plays, and in some cases his 
choice of words, it’s clear that Shakespeare was intimately familiar 
with Biblical scripture, and it clearly had a tremendous influence 
on his writing. Therefore, it is those with an intimate knowledge 
of scripture who glean more easily the at least two thousand direct 
biblical references found in the entirety of his plays, not to mention 
the biblical concepts and themes which the atheistic, secular 
humanistic theater community glosses over, in the same wayt we 
might gloss over sexual innuendo.

There seems to be a predominate assumption that Christian media 
should follow a prescribed list of rules governing what words 
or sinful behaviors are not allowed, and that there must be an 
evangelical component to the piece. The Gospel must be preached 
or it is not “Christian.” Yet in doing so, the makers of such media 
remove from their audience anyone who actually needs to hear 
the Gospel. C.S. Lewis, whom many would consider the father of 
“Christian” fiction, did not do this and in fact distanced himself 
from the very idea. He actually joked about “smuggling theology” 
into stories.  He is quoted as having said, “If I am now good for 
anything it is for catching the reader unawares -- through fiction and 
symbol.” If that is the task of a Christian author, then Shakespeare 
does it very well.

The Bible, which is the source of our theology, does not follow 
the rules set out for today’s media produced by Christians.  Sin 
is presented in all its terrible truth even in the hearts of our most 
highly regarded heroes. Thus the stories of Shakespeare, which 
may indeed be the product of a Christian mind or more specifically 
a Catholic worldview, present situations that are certainly not 
above reproach and characters who do not behave or speak as 
a Christian should. Yet, when presented or taught through a 
Christian worldview, all of Shakespeare’s works can be a great 
source of understanding human nature and our lifelong struggle 
with sin. Our next Shakespeare production will likely be Julius 
Caesar, through which students will be able to see through the 
treachery of Cassius, the faulty logic of Brutus, and the political 
manipulation with which Marc Antony wrests control from the 
murderous conspirators.  In the end, they will have experienced 
the themes of fate vs. free will, public self vs. private self, 
misinterpretations and misreadings, inflexibility vs. compromise, 
and the power of rhetoric.

Who wrote this line?  The Bible or Shakespeare?
Once upon a time in America, before it was so easy to have a bookcase full of books in our homes,  

if a family had only two books in the house, one was the Bible, and the second was the complete works of  
William Shakespeare. So much so that some Shakespeare quotes are at times mistakenly attributed to  

the Bible and vice versa. How accurately can you identify scripture from Shakespeare?

1. Neither a borrower nor a lender be.
2. Eat, drink and be merry.
3. Nothing but skin and bones.
4. This above all: to thine own self be true.
5. Practice what you preach.
6. The apple of your eye.
7. I must be cruel, only to be kind.
8. I will wear my heart upon my sleeve.
9. Do not let your left hand know what  

your right hand is doing.

10. For dust you are and to dust you will return.
11. How the mighty have fallen.
12. Pray you now, forget and forgive.
13. Can one desire too much of a good thing?
14. They come to you in sheep’s clothing, but  

inwardly they are ferocious wolves.
15. For ever and a day.
16. I have escaped with only the skin of my teeth.
17. Like mother, like daughter.

The Christian 
School

&Shakespeare
by Scott Minor

Answers:   Shakespeare- 1, 4, 7, 8, 12, 13, 15;   Bible- 2, 3, 5, 6, 9, 10, 11, 16, 17

TAKE OUR POLL
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Mark Twain once quipped that a classic is “something that 
everybody wants to have read and nobody wants to read.” 
Unfortunately, for the most part, this aphorism has proved true in 
postmodern America, where we often think of classic literature 
as, “those books we had to read in high school.”  Yet, from Alice 
in Wonderland in third grade to Moby Dick in twelfth, everyone 
at CCS reads classic literature. And, if you take a peek at our 
Omnibus curriculum in particular, you’ll see that we read a lot of 
it.  Why is that?

Depending on your perspective, it can seem like serious study 
or pretentious posturing. Do we have a good reason for reading 
all these books, or are we merely fashioning a musty window 
dressing to enhance our classical mystique? As an educator, I have 
to humbly and honestly ask myself that sort of question all the 
time to reorient my perspective. Otherwise, I’ll blindly lead my 
students toward nothing more than a ten-month object lesson in 
futility. In seeking both personal and professional answers to this 
conundrum, I’ve been convinced that classic literature has benefits 
for our students that span the past, the present, and the future.

Peephole to the Past
Right before Twain proffered his witty definition of a classic, he 
referred to Paradise Lost as a book that no one reads or even wants 
to read, yet, my Omnibus VI students started their senior year 
reading every word of John Milton’s English epic.  In doing so, my 
class also learned about Milton’s life. We learned that he helped 
Oliver Cromwell rebel against the English government and execute 
Charles I. The brilliant, hopeful Milton thought that Cromwell 
would set up a near-utopian government and spread the Gospel 
throughout England. But barely a decade later, the Cromwellian 
period ended in disaster, and Charles II took the throne.  A blind 
and imprisoned Milton dictated Paradise Lost to his daughters as a 

heartbroken attempt to figure out how a sovereign God could allow 
such disillusion in his life.

While it’s unlikely that any of us will participate in a coup d’état, 
we’ve all experienced disappointment and heartbreak to some 
degree. We’ve all wondered at times why God would allow the 
pain and suffering we see around us. And, like Milton, at the end 
of Paradise Lost (spoiler!) we all have an ultimate hope in Christ’s 
salvation as God’s answer to that suffering.

Whether my students want to acknowledge it or not, reading books 
like Paradise Lost gives us a peephole into the past. In viewing 
the lives and contexts of authors like Jane Austen, Thomas Paine, 
Herman Melville, and even our clever Mr. Twain, we can get 
glimpses of how real people dealt with real problems.  We can 
empathize with human struggles across the centuries while taking 
true solace in God’s sovereignty over all of history.

Playground in the Present
In studying these great works of the past, we teachers also allow 
our students to interact with new and controversial ideas in a safe 
environment. While the temptation is to shield students from 
the horrors of the world, we know that it’s simply not possible. 
Therefore, we have a choice: we can either hide from the world’s 
problems or prepare our students to engage with them. 

Literature is a big part of this at CCS. Through analyzing classics, 
we have an opportunity to look at human actions and achievements 
from a biblical perspective. For example, in reading The Picture 
of Dorian Gray by Oscar Wilde, my Omnibus class evaluated 
Dorian’s hedonism—or quest for pleasure as the ultimate good. 
Dorian collected all sorts of things like books and expensive rugs 
and music and jewelry. He sought out the people who puffed him 
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up and used them for his own pleasure and purposes. Yet, in the 
end of his life, he couldn’t escape the emptiness he felt or ignore 
the ugliness of his soul. 

Much of modern culture would agree with Dorian. You only 
live once, so get what fun you can out of life while you’re still 
around to enjoy it. But as we see people turn to food, sex, drugs, 
entertainment, and fame to give them pleasure, we also see that 
it leaves them empty and ultimately unfulfilled. The writer of 
Ecclesiastes knows what this is like when he writes, “Rejoice, O 
young man, in your youth, and let your heart cheer you in the days 
of your youth. Walk in the ways of your heart and the sight of 
your eyes. But know that for all these things God will bring you 
into judgment” (Ecclesiastes 11:9 ESV). Go ahead and follow your 
heart. Live life your way. But God will hold you accountable.

This is a lesson that we all need, but it is a lesson particularly urgent 
during adolescence, when young adults are gaining new freedoms 
and responsibilities. It is tempting to break away from rules and 
convention and do whatever you want. However, ultimately, 
God’s authority trumps our autonomy. Studying Dorian Gray in a 
classroom environment gives students the opportunity to learn that 
lesson without living out Dorian’s tragedy firsthand.

Beyond that, I want my students to see the glory of the Gospel in 
the midst of both the beauty and ugliness in this world. Dorian’s 
hedonism may have gotten him nothing but despair, but Christ 
offers pleasure that transcends this temporal world. Only He 
satisfies, giving comfort and hope in the midst of life’s pleasures 
and life’s pain. He is the solace in our temptations as well as the 
solution to our culture’s folly.

Platform for the Future
I do admit that classic literature isn’t the only way that my students 
can have these worldview conversations, but in rooting our 
discussions in classic literature, we allow ourselves to participate 
in the Great Conversation of the Western World. We read books 
that have withstood the vagaries of time and have inspired 

Classics
Why We Read

by Abigail Overbey

controversy and consolation to generations of readers. Thus, with 
a grander scope of human history, we can add our voices to the 
same questions and conversations that captured the attention of 
greats such as Homer, Dante, and Milton.

In a letter to Robert Hooke, Sir Isaac Newton wrote, “If I have seen 
further, it is by standing on the shoulders of Giants” (Newton 416). 
Oddly enough, Newton himself was referring to an idea by Bernard 
of Chartres—which in itself may have roots as far back as Ancient 
Greece. This Great Conversation preserves and enriches ideas that 
have flourished within human consciousness for centuries.

Some of the ideas we talk about are hard. It’s hard to see Hamlet 
struggle with revenge and duty in Shakespeare’s play. It’s hard 
to see the racist discrimination against Jim in The Adventures of 
Huckleberry Finn. It’s hard to see Albert Camus embrace life’s 
absurdity in The Stranger as he explores the logical consequences 
of a worldview without God. 

Grappling with hard things prepares our students to speak boldly 
and articulately in a lost and bewildered world. Rather than 
gleaning wisdom from television and popular culture, they can 
harvest their ideas, like Newton, from those whose work has stood 
the test of time. In doing so, they will be more than able to cling 
to the truth, goodness, and beauty in their midst rather than the 
shallow lies pandered by post modern culture. As Paul says in 2 
Corinthians, “We destroy arguments and every lofty opinion raised 
against the knowledge of God, and take every thought captive to 
obey Christ” (2 Corinthians 10:5 ESV). In evaluating the classics 
in our curriculum, our students are led to exalt what is true and 
decry what is false.

To some, this might look like taking solace in the examples of 
Christians who have come before them and withstood a myriad 
of trials and temptations. Others might confront contra-biblical 
worldviews with the understanding that all truth ultimately belongs 
to God. All will be responsible to respond in thankfulness for 
God’s grace throughout history and to live their lives in a manner 
that glorifies Him.  Regardless of their future goals or calling, our 
students will need to reflect Christ and to proclaim the Gospel to 
those around them. The conversations and lessons that we build 
around literature in the classroom will help students build on a 
Christ-centered foundation to strengthen their hearts and minds in 
what is eternally true. 

In an increasingly confused world, our students have the 
responsibility to stand firm, fully-rooted in Christ’s Gospel 
(cf. 1 Corinthians 15:58). Reading classic literature helps them 
understand their past, analyze their present, and confront their 
future. In doing so, they will be equipped for whatever plan our 
good God has for them.

ESV Bible. Crossway Books, 2012. Web. 21 Apr. 2015.

Newton, Isaac. The Correspondence of Isaac Newton. Ed. H. W. Turnbull. 
Vol. 1. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1959. Print.

Twain, Mark. “Disappearance of Literature.” Dinner of the Nineteenth 
Century Club. Sherry’s, New York. 20 Nov. 1900.Project Gutenberg. Web. 
18 Feb. 2015.
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There is no such thing as a neutral education. Every school’s values 
and underlying assumptions will be either implicitly or explicitly 
acting upon students’ minds and hearts.  There is a widely held 
belief that there is a neutral narrative for education and that a 
religious school violates that sacred neutrality.  To be sure, Christian 
education violates other worldviews, but secular education likewise 
violates the Christian worldview.  Because all knowledge is 
necessarily interpreted through a set of basic presuppositions about 
what is ultimate, true, good, and beautiful, all approaches to every 
academic discipline and every school policy violates someone’s 
worldview and indeed someone’s religion.  Education always takes 
sides.  There is no neutral education.

Those who propose a neutral public education in a pluralistic 
society underestimate the pervasive and permeating nature of all 
worldviews and faiths.  One would expect those with a secular 
bent to believe that religion can be relegated to houses of worship, 
but many Christians, believing that this approach to education is 
noble or at least harmless, have erected in their own lives and 
households a sacred-secular dichotomy, failing to see all of life 
as worship (Rom. 12:1-2).  What Christians (and everyone, 
really) must realize is that a secular approach to education gives 
free reign to atheistic and postmodern worldviews in every 
content area every day of the school week.  It’s a largely silent, 
unrecognized double standard, but secularism is not neutrality.  It 
is its own worldview that some have effectively argued bears the 
marks of a religion.  If the worldview in large part comprises the 
identity of a person, then the secular teacher is permitted to give 

free reign to his or her worldview in the classroom.  The Christian 
educator, however, must deny his or her philosophical identity and 
masquerade as a secularist.  

There have always been favored philosophies, worldviews, and 
even religions in our public schools.  When local control of 
schools was the rule in America, the beliefs of the parents dictated 
what was taught in the schools and the policies of those schools, 
and those beliefs were largely Judeo-Christian.  The usurping of 
parents’ rights by the state and now Federal government have 
established state and national worldviews and philosophies that 
are legislated to our children through curriculum that is sold to 
parents as “neutral” but is in fact secular.  Secular does not equal 
neutral.  By remaking our schools in the secular and postmodern 
style in the name of separation of church and state, we have simply 
replaced one predominate philosophical and theological influence 
in our schools with another, namely biblical theism with an 
atheistic secular humanism.

Secular humanism is the narrative by which our public schools 
determine what is taught and how it is taught.  It masquerades as 
the neutral narrative simply because it does not subscribe to the 
revelation of a particular god.  This is, of course, because secular 
humanism is atheistic.  Many would object and say that the public 
school is not atheistic, it is simply silent on the issue of God.  For 
the Christian parent, silence on God might as well be a carefully 
articulated argument against him.  If it is in Christ that all things 
hold together (Col. 1:16-17), then all things fall apart without him.  

Deafening Silence

by Paul Q. Fisher, M. Ed.

If making straight paths for our children requires acknowledgement 
of God in all things (Prov. 3:5-6), then ignoring God in all things 
would certainly ensure crooked paths for our children.  If we want 
our children to love God with their entire being (Deut. 6:5-7), how 
can we immerse them in a narrative that leaves God out of literature, 
art, music, and sport?  Silence is not neutrality.  The silence on God 
in the public arena erodes the integrity of personal and community 
faith until it is irrelevant, and worship on Sundays becomes an 
impotent liturgy.  Dumping our children into a God vacuum five or 
six days a week and then flipping a switch on Sunday robs Sunday 
of its power.  When the apostle Paul writes that we are to offer our 
bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God (Rom. 12:1-
2), he identifies this daily immersion of every detail of our lives 
into the message of the cross as our acceptable worship.  The best 
Sunday worship grows out of this daily exercise of letting God 
have reign over everything, including history, literature, art, music, 
mathematics, and science.   

At best, secularism proposes that ultimate reality is found in the 
empirical method.  Anything that can be empirically proven can be 
believed and perhaps should be taught.  It must be, however, empirical 
proof.  This excludes moral, philosophical, and metaphysical 
questions because although the answers to such questions are rooted 
in logic, they cannot be proven using the scientific method, which 
is just one of many instruments of logic.  The scientific method 
holds such a privileged position in secular society, however, that it 
has been cut off from its foundations, which are inherently theistic, 
namely that the universe plays by a system of laws that point to a 
law giver and that things can in fact be known because the universe 
is inherently rational.  Judeo-Christian theism provided this solid 
foundation for scientific inquiry.  Ironically, it is the necessary 
predecessor to the scientific method.

At its worst, secular humanism, the worldview of secular and 
public education, blends with postmodernism to praise as its 
highest virtue moral and intellectual relativity.  It’s a confused, 
contradictory worldview but it goes something like this:    The 
only thing we can know is what science can prove.  There can 
be no knowledge of anything philosophical, emotional, spiritual, 
aesthetic, etc.  Literature and history are to be interpreted through 

our views and preferences, disregarding the original intent of the 
authors and historical and cultural context.  In a secular classroom, 
the teacher will often ask, “So what does this story mean to you?” 
rather than “What did the author want us to understand?”  When 
the student answers the question, he or she is praised regardless 
of whether he or she understood the author’s actual intent.  When 
teachers reinforce this kind of reading and dialogue over and over 
again, it destroys the intended purposes of communication and a 
society becomes narcissistic and fragmented.  We don’t have to 
imagine what that might look like as we thumb through the decisions 
of the Supreme Court since it decided to treat the Constitution as if 
the original intent of the authors did not matter as much as the intent 
of the interpreters. History books call good evil and evil good as 
the newest, most popular narrative is retrofitted to very different 
historical contexts.  We cannot learn from the past if we do not let 
it speak out of its own belief system and experiences.  If we apply 
this view to interpersonal relationships, it goes something like this, 
“I know what you intended to say to me, but I want to interpret 
it differently.  My interpretation is more important than what you 
wanted me to hear.”  One can imagine how fruitful that relationship 
will be.  In the sense that a secular and postmodern approach to 
schooling presents a self-centered view of communication and 
relationships, it is a subtle attack on Christian morality.  

This article only scratches the surface, but one can readily see how 
the underlying presuppositions and worldviews of secular schools, 
even if they are not ascribed to a god with a personal name, are not, 
in fact, neutral.  Just as we do in Christian schools, they nurture 
student beliefs and behaviors that mirror those of the teachers and 
the curriculum.  With the state and Federal government twisting 
the arms of school administration and providing incentive to adopt 
their curricular goals, and with teacher certification controlled by 
the state, local control is a thing of the past.  Because curriculum is 
no longer locally controlled, parents have little reason to hope for 
a return to schools that teach through the lens of Christian theism 
and every reason to believe their children will be indoctrinated 
with atheistic and postmodern philosophies and ethics.  Coventry 
Christian School and our sister schools around the country exist to 
partner with parents who understand that there is no such thing as 
morally or religiously neutral education, even in the public schools.  
Secular schools may be silent on God, but that silence is deafening.

The Myth of Neutral Public Education
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Almost every day, kindergartener Kareem asks his classroom 
teacher if today is a tutoring day. If it is not Thursday, Kareem 
becomes disappointed that he is not able to come up to CCS for 
Project Purpose tutoring. When Mrs. Marzella reminds Kareem 
that it will soon be Thursday, he perks up. On Thursdays, Mrs. 
Marzella is confident that her sweet student, Kareem, is in good 
hands. As a teacher of two Project Purpose students, she sees 
the benefits of the program: her students are completing their 
homework, reading quality books, and honing their math skills. 
Mrs. Marzella also sees the love that students feel when they are 
at Project Purpose. 

Mrs. Marzella is one of the many Pottsgrove School District 
teachers alongside whom Project Purpose works. When Project 
Purpose first began, a piece of our vision was to help low- income 
families to experience school in a new way. In order for this to 
be effective, we needed to develop a strong relationship with the 
Pottsgrove School District. Through much prayer, our partnership 
is now bridging the gap that often exists between low-income 
families and their children’s education. Students like Kareem 
are receiving one-on-one tutoring that directly connects to their 
classroom learning. Parents are being equipped to advocate to 
Pottsgrove on behalf of their children. High school students 
are receiving valuable Pottsgrove High School credit through 
Summer Scholars at CCS. Through it all, the students and parents 
of Project Purpose are seeing the Gospel impact their public 
school experience. 

BuildingBridges
by Rachel Kratz

A Kindergarten Experience 
Like many Project Purpose kindergarten students, Kareem began 
kindergarten having never attended preschool. With a working 
single father, Kareem’s older sister was often the one helping him 
with his homework. Mrs. Marzelle knew how the program could 
benefit Kareem, and because of her love for this young student she 
advocated to us for him joining the program. 

At the kindergarten level, teachers like Mrs. Marzella share with 
us the specific skills their students are learning and what we can be 
reinforcing. The Pottsgrove kindergarten teachers are encouraged 
to hear that their students are receiving extra help in school. They 
understand that for these young students, the support is invaluable. 
In Kareem’s case, we are able to develop educational resources 
that support his unique needs. Teacher input is invaluable as it 
allows us to truly address students’ needs. 

Not only are these young children reading and learning math, but 
their volunteer tutors are showing them the value of their schooling. 
When asked why she thinks Project Purpose is beneficial, Mrs 
Marzella said, “The more practice at-risk students have with the 
subject they need help in, the better. These students are learning 
that schoolwork and learning are important. A whole community 
of people is working together to help them be better readers and 
mathematicians. I think that’s very powerful for them to see how 
important their learning and success is to others, and it makes them 
more important to them as well.” 

A Mother’s Experience 
In March, Karissma, a mother of three Project Purpose students, sat 
across the classroom table from each of her children’s teachers as 
they shared the children’s progress reports. I sat beside her, helping 
her to understand the educational language spoken by the teachers.  
Not only do we accompany parents to their school conferences but 
we also make sure they can get there.  Karissma has experienced 
the blessings of Project Purpose working to connect her with the 
Pottsgrove School District. Karissma lacks transportation to attend 
these meetings, but due to the partnership we have with Pottsgrove, 
this obstacle does not stop her from attending. Karissma is highly 
involved in her children’s education; her involvement is fostering 
academic success for her three children. 

As students move through Pottsgrove, Project Purpose desires to 
continue to bridge the gap between students’ home and school 
lives. Like Karissma’s experience, this is happening in a very real 
way when we partner with parents to assist them in communicating 
with their child’s school. The administrators at the Pottsgrove 
schools are seeing the difference Project Purpose is having on 
the parents of at-risk students. Parents who might not otherwise 
attend school meetings are changing the paradigm through the 
assistance of Project Purpose. They are beginning to experience 
their children’s schooling in a new way that brings them hope for 
their children’s futures; this is only happening because of the hope 
of the Gospel, which declares that there is more to life than what 
they may have otherwise experienced. 

A High School Student’s Experience 
For some Project Purpose students, we do not have the joy of 
knowing them from the time that they are a kindergarten student. 
A handful of new students come to us through Summer Scholars, 
our summer credit completion program, which allows students to 
receive Pottsgrove High School credit for completing their course 
work with Project Purpose. This is 11th grade Kieara’s story. For 
Kieara, Summer Scholars has been one of the lifelines that has kept 
her on track to graduate from Pottsgrove. During her freshman and 
sophomore years, Kieara struggled to find success in her English 
courses, but with a genuine desire to succeed, she committed to 
finishing the course over the summer. This is the impact Summer 
Scholars has- it allows motivated, at-risk students to work over the 
summer in order to finish their course credit for Pottsgrove. 

When high school students are involved in Summer Scholars, they 
are hearing the truths of Jesus from the volunteers they interact 
with. Whether reading the Bible during chapel or hearing Christ-
like advice from their teachers, these public school students are 
rubbing up against the Gospel. Their classroom teachers, guidance 
counselors, and administrators are encouraged when students 
become involved in Summer Scholars. They trust that their 
students, Kieara included, are being cared for and supported. 

A partnership between a public school and private, Christian school 
is unusual, yet God has united us with a shared mission- to love the 
underserved students of Project Purpose. This shared mission is 
possible because many of the Pottsgrove teachers are people of the 
Gospel. These Gospel people may not be able to publicly profess 
their faith in the classroom, but they are sharing the Gospel through 
their daily actions. They  are seeing Jesus work in their students 
through their efforts and the efforts of Project Purpose. The Gospel 
is alive to these students when teachers work with Project Purpose 
to meet our mission: sharing with the at-risk students of Pottstown 
Christ’s unique purpose for their lives.
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We know that it is good and wise to have objective educational 
professionals visit our school periodically to evaluate how well 
we are meeting benchmarks for excellence in education.  To seek 
such external validation and collegial sharpening, we partner with 
several valuable outside organizations whose goals meet various 
hallmarks of our values and mission statement. We are affiliated 
members of The Association of Christian Schools International 
(ACSI), the Association of Classical and Christian Schools 
(ACCS), the National Christian School Association (NCSA), and 
the Middle States Association of Colleges and Schools (MSA).  
We are accredited as a school by both NCSA and MSA.  

As a school community, we enjoy multiple benefits from 
our affiliations and accreditations.  While we want to always 
specifically honor our school’s distinctive heritage and vision, 
we find that hearing from accomplished educators about best 
practices, current trends, joys, and difficulties in education is 
very helpful in striving for excellence within the framework of 
our values. Accreditation provides these opportunities.  At times 
it is a validating and affirming experience, and at other times, 
it helps us to identify facets of our programs which we need to 
improve.  In March we were re-accredited by the Middle States 
Association of Colleges and Schools and the National Christian 
School Association.  These organizations use a seven-year cycle 
of evaluation that includes validation of progress in strategic 
goals identified at the start of the cycle coming to a close.  The 
value of Middle States is that they are the oldest national and 
international school accreditation body, accrediting secular, 
Christian, Jewish, private, and upper tier public schools.  It is good 
that while we seek to offer the finest Christian education possible, 
we are also evaluated in light of other existing benchmarks that 
are common hallmarks for all excellent schools, regardless of 
philosophical or religious perspective.  The National Christian 
School Association accreditation is conducted in conjunction 
with the Middle States Accreditation cycle so that the association 
can specifically validate and affirm the distinctively Christian 
standards not addressed by Middle States.  In this way, we are 
assured that we are meeting accepted Christian standards for 
excellence in education but also are recognized internationally 
by secular schools as an excellent school. 

The accreditation process exists to help schools continue to 

evaluate, refine and update their programs.  The organizations 
provide an external structure that holds schools accountable 
to pressures that are outside its own board and constituents. By 
subjecting our school to this process, we can be assured that while 
we take our own preferences into account, we are also, by choice, 
guided by a cycle and process that keeps us on track and on target 
to improve and maintain goals in the areas of mission and goals, 
planning, resource allocation, institutional renewal, institutional 
resources, leadership and governance, administration, integrity, 
institutional assessment, student admissions and retention, student 
support services, faculty, educational offerings, general education, 
related educational activities, and assessment of student learning.

As we identify areas of improvement for our school, we work to 
accomplish the benchmark goals that are set by the accreditation 
team over a 6 year period leading up to the 7th year, where the 
accreditation review cycle begins again.  The accreditation team is 
comprised of constituents of the school: parents, teachers, students, 
administrators and board members.  Goals for improvement are 
identified by each subset of the 13 available standard groups, and 
then the subsets with the most needs are identified and targeted. 
In this way, the visiting volunteer validation team of educational 
professionals that makes the recommendation for re-accreditation 
is simply affirming with their expertise the agreed upon goals of 
the school’s constituents.  Additionally, the validation team can 
offer valuable insights and observations as they spend almost an 
entire week at the school evaluating not only the more than 300 
page school self-study, but meeting with parents, students, and 
faculty and observing classes and events at the school. 

The successful execution of the accreditation process as well as 
the affirmation of re-accreditation provides a validation for all 
constituents at Coventry Christian School. While the evaluation 
and scrutiny can be rigorous and time consuming, the benefits of 
affirming our progress through time and using an agreed upon 
external structure to guide our growth and development are very 
valuable to our organization. A preliminary recommendation for 
re-accreditation has been made to the commissioners of Middle 
States and The National Christian School Association. We are 
looking forward to reading the full report that will come out in 
October of 2015, which will guide much of our improvement plan 
for the next six years.

Passionate About Excellence: Accreditation and Our School
by Jill Barton

The great Kingdom of God is deeply dyed in consonance and 
harmony. Contrastively, there are no such things in evil—they are 
not of its nature. With vivid clarity, Dante’s Inferno demonstrates 
the profound dissonance which must exist within evil: Hell is 
divided into distinct circles, sinners are allotted among those 
circles, and no cooperation is exhibited among those sinners. 
Likewise, here on earth, we often find dissension among the forces 
of evil which is reminiscent of the cacophony that Dante portrays. 
Our God, who always aims at the peaceful coexistence of His 
creatures, desires that the inevitable divisions of Satan’s kingdom 
arouse in us spiritual enlightenment, leading us toward Him. 

Images of division are ubiquitous as we journey with Dante 
through the Inferno. Shades and devils do not intend to work 
together toward the telos of Hell: in the third circle, gluttons are 
eaten by Cerberus; in the seventh circle, the violent are tortured 
by centaurs; in the eighth circle, seducers are whipped by horned 
devils. An additional ditch of the eighth circle provides an 
especially poignant image of discord: a devil captures a grafter, 
pitchforking him out of the pitch, only to be duped out of his prey 

and his prey’s companions. From beginning to end, the Inferno 
demonstrates that tormentor and tormented cannot be—will not 
be—cobelligerents of hell: they are selfish. 

This same dissonance within evil is as visible on earth as it is 
in Dante’s Inferno. The cause, again, is selfishness. Partners in 
crime appear to work for a common cause; but, each will turn his 
back on the other the moment that it is personally advantageous. 
In contrast, families, organizations, and countries which serve a 
common Good can partner truly, despite other differences, because 
they are unified in something outside and above themselves. 
According to Mark 3:24, a kingdom divided against itself cannot 
stand. This is no less true of God’s kingdom than of Satan’s, and 
Satan is awfully cunning in his attempts to dismember Christ’s 
body. We must guard against these attempts, remembering that 
God’s work is not done by any one person, meditating on the unity 
which Christ desires for His Church, and submitting to one another. 
May God’s kingdom come and His will be done on earth as it is 
in heaven.

A Review of Dante’s Inferno
by Julia Kim, CCS Junior



MS Boys Basketball South Division Champs
The middle school boys basketball team finished a 14-3 season as 
the South Division champs in the Atlantic Coast Christian Athletic 
Conference.  All four basketball teams finished at or above .500 
and made trips to the conference championships.

Middle School Girls Soccer Wins ACCAC Championship
The middle school lady Eagles are the Atlantic Coast Christian 
Athletic Conference Champions.  They finished a one-loss season 
with a dominating performance against Upper Bucks Christian 
School.  The girls controlled possession most of the game but 
thanks to the Bucks’ stellar goalkeeping won by a score of just 1-0.  
The high school girls lost a hard fought semifinal game to Salem 
in the conference championships.

Expanding Technology Access Marks 
Spring and Summer Plans

Three spring and summer initiatives will provide important 
upgrades to technology and access for students.  The school will 
be replacing and future-proofing its entire network infrastructure 
in preparation for the 2015-16 school year.  The CCS PTO has 
also acquired a classroom set of laptops for a traveling computer 
lab and Promethean interactive whiteboards to increase student 
engagement in dynamic learning experiences.  

Middle States and the National Christian School 
Association Recommend CCS for Accreditation Renewal
In March the six-year accreditation review cycle culminated with 
a site visit from the Middle States Association of Colleges and 
Schools and the National Christian School Association.  The 
visiting validation team reviewed the self-study documentation and 

interviewed staff, students, parents, and board members.  After 
the week spent with the accreditation team, CCS was accredited 
for another 6-year period, meeting or exceeding all national and 
international standards for school excellence.  

Inaugural High School Regency Ball 
Held at Reading Country Club

On May 1st the juniors and seniors gathered at the Reading 
Country Club Grand Ballroom for the inaugural regency ball.   
Led by Lynn and John Symborski, lifetime historical dancers and 
owners of Tapestry Dance Ensemble in Royersford, PA, students 
danced authentic period dances from the Regency era, 

For anyone who ever longed to step into a Jane Austen novel, 
the event was magical.  That magic required preparation.  Prior 
to the ball, participants completed two group dance lessons 
led by Tapestry Dance professionals.  The final event was 
spectacular.  From the beautiful gowns to the picturesque 
ballroom to the wonderful dance performances, the evening is a 
fitting addition to the rich tradition of Coventry Christian School. 

Katie Weber leads Rhetoric students to success 
at the ACSI Speech Meet

In April, rhetoric students participated in the ACSI Speech Meet 
in Lancaster, PA. Students delivered original speeches, recited 
scripture, and performed in a reader’s theatre.  Katie Weber’s 
reading of poems from A.A. Milne’s Now We Are Six earned her 
a Superior ranking in the Interpretation of Children’s Literature 
category, and Clay Buxton earned a ranking of Excellent for his 
impromptu speech.
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thinking and problem solving skills at CCS that he believes were 
the key to his success, and Mrs. Baumgarten was one of the teachers 
who was the most influential in the development of these skills.  
She cultivated in him a passion for writing, making an activity that 
is burdensome to many students engaging and exciting to her own. 
Her classroom was a safe and comfortable place in which learning 
was enjoyable, and discussion and reflection on various writings 
and persuasive arguments made learning come alive.

Ben very fondly remembers the time he spent at CCS, citing the 
relationships that he developed with classmates and teachers as 
the most significant aspect of his time at the school.  The shared 
experiences of serving and working together on the annual trips 
solidified and enhanced the relationships begun in the classrooms 
and on the athletic fields. Ben and his classmates travelled on 
mission trips to New Orleans, supporting the post-Hurricane 
Katrina cleanup; Appalachia to support community outreach 
and restoration; and Mexico to support Casas por Cristo.  He 
humorously recalls that it was after the trip to Mexico that he and 
his classmates were “quarantined” due to a fear from some in the 
school community that they could transmit the H1N1 virus to CCS. 
So for two weeks he and his classmates got to “bunker down” at 
Zachary Sizemore’s house rather than attend school – a great trial 
for seniors in high school! It was then that they engineered their 
senior class prank – another story for another time!

It was during these trips in particular that Ben found the positive 
reinforcement from faculty and peers that helped him to be more 
grounded in his faith and to strengthen his conviction to live a 
life for God, using his skills in the service of others. Ben sees life 
as a gift from God and his faith as the element that enables him 
to endure the struggles, doubts and criticism that all Christians 
face living in a fallen world. While at Messiah, he participated 
in the college’s Collaboratory, whose mission is to foster justice, 
to empower the poor, to promote peace, and to care for the earth 
through applications of academic and professional disciplines. In 
this endeavor, he worked with the transportation group to develop 
a Light Sport Aircraft designed for medical missions.

Ben Jarvis is a living example of the assurance that not only 
does Coventry Christian School prepare children well for their 
post-secondary studies, but it also provides an atmosphere where 
positive guiding relationships can flourish to cultivate lives that 
bring honor and glory to God. 

Ben Jarvis exemplifies the portrait of a CCS graduate. His 
experiences have taught him to be perpetual student, a contributor, 
a problem-solver, a critical thinker, and a team player. He is a 
person of integrity. His integrating core is to love God with his 
whole being and to love others as himself. He views his body, post-
secondary education, career decisions, social life, and citizenship 
from an eternal perspective, considering what God would have 
him do with the gifts that he has been given, asking himself how 
he will serve others with those gifts.

Ben attended Coventry Christian School from 5th through 12th 
grade, graduating in 2009. He then attended Messiah College in 
south central PA, a school nationally recognized for an authentic 
integration of academia and faith. Ben graduated from Messiah 
in May of 2013 with a Bachelor of Science in Engineering 
with concentrations in mechanical, electrical, and computer 
applications. While at Messiah, Ben held the position of Vice 
President of the Engineering Honor Society and was a teaching 
assistant for microprocessor applications.

Since January of 2014 Ben has been employed by NAVAIR, the 
United States Naval Air Systems Command, headquartered in 
Patuxent River, Maryland. He serves as a flight test engineer, 
working with helicopter and unmanned aircraft mission systems. 
Ben develops the hardware that interacts with mission systems to 
verify that they meet customer requirements. He conducts ground 
testing, briefs the pilots who will execute test flights, and develops 
the instrumentation necessary to collect the data that will be used 
to assess the systems. It is the constant evolution of technology and 
his interaction with it that he finds to be the most enjoyable and 
stimulating aspect of his job. He considers new technologies to be 
one of his greatest passions.

“CCS helped to ground my faith in God to endure the struggles 
and doubts that arise as a Christian in a fallen world, in which 
mankind’s limited understanding of the universe is glorified and 
God’s omniscience is rejected. The positive reinforcement that 
I received while attending CCS only further strengthened my 
convictions and the lifestyle that I chose to live. I believe that life 
is a gift from God meant to be shared with others, and I hope to use 
the skills that God has given me to serve others, even if that means 
I face criticism and ridicule for my beliefs.”

An outdoorsman, Ben enjoys snowboarding, rock climbing, 
backpacking, biking, golf, and hockey and recalls the 9th grade 
backpacking trip with Mr. Fisher as one of the highlights of his 
high school years. At CCS he participated in golf, cross country, 
and soccer and at Messiah was a member of both the Outdoors 
Club and the Ski and Snowboarding Club.  

Ben believes that CCS prepared him well for his collegiate studies, 
and the fact that he was able to complete a very rigorous program 
involving several engineering disciplines in four years and with a 
good GPA is evidence of this. It was the development of  creative 

Alumni Spotlight
Ben Jarvis ‘09

by Mary Cutillo
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Cornerstones
Penrose Keller

Mark E. & Dr. Beverly J. Niehls
John M. & Mrs. Doris J. Niehls

Pottstown Area Health & Wellness Foundation 

Visionaries  
Rafford Coffey

Bruce & Marcia Graham
Charles M. Keinard

Glenn & Selena Knepp 
Tom & Amy Odle

The Nonprofit Finance Fund

Stewards
Bill & Cathy Bull
Gil & Bee Cheney

Edward & Denise Chroscinski
John & Mary Cutillo
Rory & Peggy Emery

Donald & Gloria Fatzinger
David & Christine Hollinger
Harold & Charlotte Krasnick

Robert & Susan Lang
Kevin & Jane Niehls

Daniel & Preetha Paul
Beverly Smale

Donald & Brandy Smale
Tim & Kim Specht

Terry & Louise Usner
Fred & Nancy Wheeler
The Sparr Foundation

Pioneers
Stanley & Cheryl Fonder

Paul Graefe 
Keith & Francie Hodges
Robb & Traci Hoffman

Harry & Jeannette Koch
Larry & Kathy Musick

Kenneth & Carolyn Nichols
John Mark & Kristen Niehls

Jonathan & Mary Niehls 
Brian & Lori Patrick

Cyndy Schnovel
Dan Schnovel
Isabel Wheeler

Nell Yoder
Bridge Educational Foundation

Founders
Donald & Theresa Ayres

Alex & Pam Boddy
James & Victoria Burkhart
Stephen & Miranda Buxton
Gregory & Mindy Catagnus

Jonathan Crim
Deborah Deichman

Steven & Jean Earhart
Phillip & Terry Edwards

Rick & Kathy Elam
Art & Melissa Gelwicks

Dhinakaran & Evelyn James
Dennis & Columbia Leh
Joseph & Miriam Myers

Nathan & Adrienne Niehls
Donald & Nan Nelson

B. Straker & Joan Neubauer
Jessie Nichols

Nick & Melissa Perich
Gabriel & Linda Santamaria

Pamela Specht
Joseph Syernick

Mike & Susan Townsend
David & Michele Tupitza
Bill & Virginia Wendel

Elizabeth Zuch

School Master ($1,000+)
Stephen & Miranda Buxton
Gregory & Mindy Catagnus

Greg & Cyndy Curtin
John & Mary Cutillo 

Donald & Gloria Fatzinger
Paul & Elzina Forbes
Bill & Lori Gessner

Rev. George & Ruth Gunn
David & Christine Hollinger
Dhinakaran & Evelyn James

Terence Kita
Bill & Debbie McGee

Michael & Dana Molfetto
Donald & Nan Nelson

John Mark & Kristen Niehls
Mark & Beverly Niehls
Daniel & Preetha Paul
Dr. Jennifer Schranz

Donald & Brandy Smale
Christopher & Cheryl Whitcombe

Timothy & Bobbie Whiting
First Priority Bank

Phoenixville Federal Bank
Susquehanna Bank

Benefactor ($500-$1,000)
Darrell & Jill Barton

Bee Cheney
Joshua & Doji Dove

Phillip & Terry Edwards
Karen Hallman

Thomas & Allison Herendeen
Oriel & Tina Hewlitt

Lester High
Navin & Miriyam Mathew

Beverly Smale
Shillington church of Christ

Guardian ($100-$500)
Daniela Bonanno

Dale & Elladean Brigham
Bill & Cathy Bull

Joshua & Shelby Bytwerk
Althea Clark

Lisa Connolly

Thank You  
to our Donors 

James L. Custer
John & Carol Doering

Joseph Dudek
Douglas & Janet Edwards
Kenneth & Virginia Fehr

Paul & Sheri Fisher
Thomas & Trish Fuhs

Joe & Liz Galitski
Jane Geeza

Art & Melissa Gelwicks
Eugene & Christine Gerasimoicz

Paul Graefe
Louise L. Greene

Dr. Lawrence J. Gribb
Gunaseelan & Kailasam Sivakumar

George & Amy Gunn
Theresa Hahn

Greg & Natalie Hallman
Patrick & Wendy Hiney

Dennis & Mary Huot
Amir & Tahira Hussain
James & Ginny Jeffries

Mark & Pat Joseph
Brian & Deborah LaVacca

Nelson & Carol Lebo
Dale & Sandy Ling

Louis & Adela Malfaro
Jill McDaniel
Stacia Murzyn

Larry & Kathy Musick
David Niehls

Michael & Valerie Overend
Dr. Benjamin Overley Jr.

Randall Reber
Daniel Reustle

Philip Roche, Jr.
Donald & Gerladine Roussey

Bill Sarnese
Brent & Laurie Seeley

Ms. Mary Smith
Ed & Lynda Stokum

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Thomas
Randy & Mazzie Trego

William & Carol Van Tol
Devon Wilczynski

Robert & Jane Wise
Albitz Garage, Inc.

2014-15 Giving club status includes gifts received 9/1/14 – 4/15/2015
Every effort has been made to ensure that the information found in this report is true and accurate.  Please inform  
John Mark Niehls at johnniehls@educatingforlife.com of any error or omission and accept our sincere apology.

Lifetime Giving Levels

2014-15 Annual Fund Giving Club Members
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Summer Day Camp
Enroll at  CoventryChristian.com/summerdaycamp

June 22-August 28

Summers the way they were meant to be.


