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 t vitam habeant!  What’s that? Come again?   
 For years our motto at Coventry Christian 
 Schools has been “Educating for Life.”  We 
often explain to prospective families and guests to our 
campus, that by “life” we mean the abundant life prom-
ised by Jesus himself in John 10:10.  Ut vitam habeant 
is the Latin translation of Jesus’ phrase, “that they may 
have life,”  We have deliberately and methodically 
worked to develop a program whereby the faculty, stu-
dents, and their families come to know and understand 
more fully the abundant life found in Christ.  This is a 
great and noble calling.  Our school’s motto in Latin 
reflects our interest in the classical contributions to our 
society and culture while succinctly summarizing our 
mission statement.
 From the beginning, Coventry Christian set 
out to provide an educational experience of the high-
est quality within a truly Christ-centered environment.  
Remaining true to this mission has proved daunting 
but so rewarding!  We have only to look at the lives of 

Heritage & Vision  
our students to realize the extent to which an authentic 
Christian worldview can transform a life and make 
a profound difference.  CCS family members are the 
hands, feet, and voice of Christ in our local commu-
nity and around the world.  To see students and gradu-
ates finding academic and professional success and 
satisfaction not as end goals in and of themselves but 
as the means to fulfilling a higher good and calling is 
so rewarding.
   This global perspective might be surprising 
to some since CCS is often most appreciated for its 
small, family-friendly “feel.”  Some might wonder 
about the use of the term “feel” to describe an aca-
demic institution, but that is exactly what many say 
about CCS both when they visit the school and when 
they look back years after their daily attendance or 
involvement have passed.  As I reflect on such com-
ments about the “feel” people get when at CCS and 
the descriptions of their experiences here, I am hum-
bled to know of the peace and comfort found by so 
many in our hallways and classrooms and thankful for 
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the heritage of faith that gives them strong roots when 
they are serving, and yes, even struggling far from our 
humble Pottstown campus.  
 This heritage now manifests itself in new and 
powerful ways.  Some of our best alumni have re-
turned to teach with us.  Children of our alumni are 
now Coventry Kids themselves.  Alumni are making 
their mark for Christ on the world’s stage, providing 
new heroes for our current students to emulate.  As 
we refine our curriculum and school culture in the 
classical tradition, our students are connected in more 
meaningful ways to the legacy of faith and scholarship 

passed down to us not just through CCS history but 
through the greatest minds and lives of the classical 
tradition.  
 As Coventry Christian looks toward the begin-
ning of her fourth decade of service to the world, we 
are pleased to share Insight with you.  It is our effort to 
keep the CCS family connected to its shared heritage 
and informed about our vision for the future.  Thank 
you for being part of the family!

 Ut vitam habeant!  

 Curiosity is an important trait that leads to 
learning.  When children feel safe and comfortable, 
they are freed to explore their world.  Young children 
thrive in an orderly and predictable environment 
with predictable daily routines. Daily routines pro-
vide opportunities for children to learn more about 
themselves, others, and the world around them. It 
is important, however, to develop appropriate daily 
routines that are flexible and allow the parent or 
educator to be responsive to the individual needs of 
the child, allowing for experiential learning through 
teachable moments.  

 Early childhood educators help expand 
young children’s knowledge through hands-on 
experiences.  Some of our preschool classes 
take field trips to orchards and local farms, 
while the teachers of our youngest classes bring 
“the farm” to the children by decorating the 
playground for a harvest party.  This fall our 
preschoolers have experienced picking pump-
kins and apples, going on hayrides, and making 
a scarecrow.  How wonderful it is to share God’s 
awesome creation with and to view the world 
through the eyes of a preschooler.  

by Mary C. Niehls
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Legacy
by Peter M. Shipman, M. Ed.



Legacy
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“Lewis, Lewis, Lewis!  
Wilberforce!  Bonhoeffer!”  
Students chant as they cheer for their trotting, armor-clad, 
shaving cream-covered knight at the inaugural House Games.  
Members of Lewis House rush the court and lift up sixth 
grade Lewis House member Darcy Overley as she wins their 
round of the house dodge ball tournament.  A Korean stu-
dent tutors his housemate and peer in Trigonometry, while 
his American counterpart tutors him in basketball.  Students 
flock to the hallways to cheer for their houses as points are 
awarded in the house cup competition.  Lewis House Chap-
lain Morgen Knott leads a devotional on Francis Chan’s 
novel Forgotten God.  A dean counsels a student in his house 
on a spiritual battle.  Sixth grade boys and senior men build 
armor together.  Students and faculty members are pioneers 
of a new era in which the spiritual and intellectual tradition of 
Lewis, Bonhoeffer, Equiano, Wilberforce, and Elliot provide 
a rich legacy of belonging to a great community of faith and 
adventure in both learning and life.  

 Last spring I took a profes-
sional development day and 
visited Veritas Academy in 
Lancaster, PA to collaborate 
with their administrators and 
to share ideas on how to make 
our schools the best academic 
communities for the families 
we serve.  The merits of their 
house system gave me rea-
son to ponder the system for 
Coventry.  Unbeknownst to me, 

Andrew Wetjen, now a senior and head of Bonhoeffer house, 
was meeting regularly with the future Bonhoeffer Dean, Mr. 
David Niehls, to discuss and design a house system proposal 
for CCS.  “It was just one of many conversations we have 
had,” Wetjen explains. “Mr. Niehls and I are always having 
those, ‘wouldn’t it be cool if . . .’ discussions.  We enjoy talk-
ing together about science and business ideas and this was 
just another one of those ideas.”  The system was designed 
to foster the very relationship that Niehls and Wetjen have 
– students and teachers fellowshipping together in a genu-
ine relationship that fosters learning and discovery together.  
Niehls and Wetjen presented the idea to the faculty, and after 
research and discussion, the faculty unanimously supported 
the program as a means to meet our goals to create more 
student leadership opportunities, to promote competition, to 
increase community spirit, and to strengthen relationships  

between students, faculty, and 
staff.  When asked what it was 
like to see his idea come to life, 
Wetjen explains, “It is neat that 
the faculty was willing to listen 
to my idea and develop a plan 
to make it happen.”  What is the 
best aspect of the house sys-
tem?  According to Wetjen, “It 
builds community . . . the tutor-
ing, teamwork, and the feeling 
of being a part of something larger than yourself.”  Freshman 
Collin Swenson adds to Wetjen’s sentiment and pays him 
a compliment, “I have had the opportunity to get closer to 
people whom I normally would not have.  My house leaders 
[Wetjen included] know how to bring us together.”
 House systems are the grade school counterparts 
of residential college systems in universities.  Oxford and 
Cambridge Universities in England, and Harvard, Yale, and 
Rice in the U.S utilize the college system.  Many British 
public schools are going back to the house system.  Terms 
and specifics vary from school to school, however, the intent 
is the same: to create intergenerational social communities 
that provide mentoring opportunities for students and fac-
ulty members.  Educational research suggests that student 
achievement is higher for those who mentor and who are 
mentored by older peers (Rivkin, 2005 and Marzano, 2007).
 In our house system, each secondary student (grades 
6-12) is assigned to one of five houses. Each house is over-
seen by two house deans who are members of the secondary 
teaching faculty. Houses are lead by a student head and as-
sistant head, each selected by the faculty and administration 
because of their proven leadership skills.  Houses are named 
after some of our faculty’s greatest heroes – people we desire 
for our students to know well:  Lewis House (writer, profes-
sor, and apologist C.S. Lewis); Bonhoeffer House (pastor, 
writer, Nazi-resister and martyr Dietrich Bonhoeffer); Elliot 
House (wife, mother, missionary and writer Elisabeth Elliot); 
Equiano House (prince, slave, writer, abolitionist and first 
African missionary to Africa, Olaudah Equiano); Wilberforce 
House (parliamentarian, abolitionist, and social activist Wil-
liam Wilberforce).  
 To promote unity and to establish a legacy, each 
house has developed a unique crest, values, and motto. 
Inspired by the Gospel’s power over the initial tragedy of the 
Elliot-Saint missionary massacre told in Elisabeth Elliot’s 
Through the Gates of Splendor, Elliot House adopted the 
motto Victoria de Tragodea, “victory through tragedy.”  
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moment and every activity.  For better or worse, education 
is the passing on of a culture that we create.  
 The experienced educator can attest to the futil-
ity of building culture in a world consisting of exclusively 
thirteen-year-olds.  This is why God has ordained intergen-
erational communities.  Until historically recent times, edu-
cation was the role of parents and was conducted formally 
and informally in the family setting.  Some of the earli-
est academies in Ancient 
Greece (Socrates’ school in 
Athens, for example) did not 
include buildings, class-
rooms, or even textbooks, 
but were simply commu-
nities of learners living 
together to discover truth.  
Universities established in 
the early Middle Ages were 
broken into smaller colleges 
to promote tutoring and 
mentoring opportunities. 
It was not until the 20th century, when politics became the 
driving force behind and economics the aim of education, 
that the process of learning became institutionalized. 
 In both the family and business structure, research-
ers continually stress environment as the means for suc-
cess.  Education is no different. A wide variety of research 
suggests that improved school climate results in better 
performance in the classroom (Hoy & Hannum, 1997). In 
essence, education is holistic.  A school is the whole pack-
age, with school climate serving as the most significant 
unwritten curriculum.  This has always been our philosophy 
and a hallmark of CCS– relationship and culture matter.  
Our atmosphere is different.  This is not by accident, but by 
design.  Our faculty is continually creating and implement-
ing ways that we can create a better academic community 
for our students to live in.  The house system is a means to 
achieve our goal of treating education as a holistic endeavor.
 I am thankful that this year our students will have 
the rare opportunity to serve as founders of what will 
become a rich CCS tradition for generations to come.  I 
am thankful that C.S. Lewis, Olaudah Equiano, Dietrich 
Bonhoeffer, Elisabeth Elliot, and William Wilberforce are 
the inspiration for this generation of Coventry Kids to leave 
a legacy worthy of their house hero, and ultimately, of 
Jesus Christ.  Indeed, it is rare for students to think beyond 
themselves to ensure that their legacy is a blessing to future 
students, but Coventry Kids share a heritage and a vision 
much greater than themselves.  

House head Emily Snyder, clearly convicted by the wit-
ness of Mrs. Elliot, explained her admiration for her house 
namesake, “Elisabeth Elliot has had so much tragedy in her 
life, but she had faith through it all, she is one of my greatest 
heroes.”   
 Every year, houses compete for the House Cup. At 
the end of the year, the House Cup is awarded to the House 
that has earned the most merits. A placard engraved with 
the name of the winning house is placed on the House Cup, 
marking for the ages the year’s victor.  House grade point 
average and conduct count toward or against House merit.  
Academic, athletic, and school spirit competitions are 
scheduled throughout the year as opportunities to enhance 
the rigor of each program while providing opportunities to 
earn points toward the House Cup.
 While the House Cup is never far from the minds of 
every house leader and member alike, it was not the concept 
of a House Cup that motivated the administration, faculty, 
and students to rally behind the institution of houses. The 
house system resonated with our community as a potent 
structure and methodology for creating a culture conducive 
to Christian education, for cultivating intergenerational, or 
in this case, inter-class community, and for nurturing a more 
holistic approach to education.  God’s instruction in Deu-
teronomy 6:1-9 provides the impetus for these endeavors 
in our school community.  “The Lord our God, the Lord is 
one.  Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with 
all your soul and with all your strength.  These command-
ments that I give you today are to be on your hearts.  Im-
press them on your children. Talk about them when you sit 
at home and when you walk along the road, when you lie 
down and when you get up.  Tie them as symbols on your 

hands and bind them on 
your foreheads.  Write them 
on the doorframes of your 
houses and on your gates.”
 Education is often thought 
to be the teaching of sub-
jects, books, and skills in 
the classroom.  While the 
classroom obviously plays 
a large role in dispens-
ing the curriculum of the 
school, all that is done in a 
school community teaches.  
Education is more than just 

teaching skills for vocation. The wise have always under-
stood education to be the passing on of culture –  values, 
traditions, morality and religion. Education pervades every



Ut Vitam       
Habeant

by Jill Barton

 It is the joy and blessing of parents and teach-
ers alike to be entrusted by God with the tabula rasa that 
is their child or student.  As parents and educators, we 
model through visual and verbal expressions our adora-
tion, instruction, and emotion, indicating what is truth 
to the tiny blank slates of our children.  It only stands to 
reason that students who have experienced more deliber-
ate shaping of their educational experience will be able to 
capture a broader range of capability 
to know and articulate truth throughout 
their lives.  The intention of education 
from the inception of Coventry Chris-
tian School has been to educate for life. 
The kind of life we pray for on behalf 
of our own children and yours is the 
life offered by Christ in John 10:10-11, 
“I have come that they may have life 
and have it to the full. I am the good 
shepherd, the good shepherd lays down 
his life for his sheep.” Life in Christ is 
extended to us and all who have gone 
before us since his time.
 As we seek to articulate that type of life through 
words and actions with our students, we want to capture 
every nuance that can help them more accurately grasp 
the vastness of God’s intention to have his creation be 
redeemed back to him.  When students memorize John 
10:10 in Latin (Ego veni ut vitam habeant et abundan-
tius habeant.) we are able to teach students the vastness 
of mankind through time, as we point to the generations 
of Christ-followers in both language and history. We are 
called to recognize the history of the church and those 
great heroes and martyrs who aspired to holy living, so 
that others may have life in Christ.  We are striving to lay 
a foundation of truth from which to build the remainder of 
our students’ understanding. In recognizing all knowledge 
as God’s knowledge and all truth as equally his, we 
start with this unshakable framework, abundant life in 
Christ, upon which every other aspect of learning is  
predicated.
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Ego veni nisi ut  
vitam habeant et  

abundantius habeant.  
John 10:10 b

I have come that they  
may have life, and  
have it to the full.

 As the programs at CCS constitute preschool 
through grade twelve education, every teacher, regardless 
of level, is serving to build a solid foundation that provides 
for the complete range of language acquisition and articu-
lation. Preschool students learn seemingly silly nursery 
rhymes and elementary children recite factual data, such 
as third grade’s recitation of the regions of the United 
States with songs and motions.  During the middle school 

years, students are instructed about 
the finer points of logical thought, 
including how and how not to pose 
a verbal argument. The capstone of 
verbal articulation and logical thought 
is represented by the mature student of 
the upper high school years as they are 
instructed in rhetoric--how to articu-
late a position with precise and poised 
truths.
 Preschool students who are en-
gaged repeating a variety of sing-song 
chants, verses, and poems, such as 
those of traditional nursery rhymes, or 

more modern day songs such as “Five Little Pumpkins,” 
are hearing and articulating concrete patterns of syllabi-
fication, pentameter, rhyme, and melody as well as expe-
riencing literary devices like alliteration or simile. Where 
would Peter Piper Picked a Peck of Pickled Peppers be, if 
it was not so delightful due to the repeated “p” at the start 
of almost every word?  Children who understand that this 
is a funny piece, won’t label it a sample of “articulation,”  
but have correctly been able to engage their auditory 
processing, deduction, and comparison of other song 
samples to conclude that something is hilariously differ-
ent and they indicate their intelligence as they laugh when 
they and others attempt to repeat the lengthy little ditty.   
As they try to repeat and pronounce the sentence, they are 
taxing their brain to recall the order, melody, and speech 
pattern of almost forty syllables.  As Jean Piaget, early 
childhood theorist said, “play is children’s work!” The 
continued “work” piece is seen as children take their 



learning with them, and practice them over and over, try-
ing them out on parents at home, and even muttering them 
aloud as they drift off to sleep at night.
 Elementary students are uniquely situated through 
about age 11, as their brains are most ready and able to 
grasp details, facts, and more details. This is sometimes 
called the Grammar Stage. It is a badge of honor for them 
to learn as many facts as possible, and they are uniquely 
able to build heaps of individually learned items to store 
away, much like squirrels storing nuts for the winter.  Cer-
tainly, we see this illustrated in our own elementary learn-
ing of years ago.  How many of us would have learned 
the order of the planets by choice, or still know it today, 
unless we had learned the mnemonic device, “My Very 
Educated Mother Just Served Us Nine Pizzas?”  I still 
need to fleetingly reference this little chant to know that 
the order of the planets is Mercury, Venus, Earth, Mars, 
Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus, Neptune, and Pluto.  Scripture 
memorization, books of the Bible, key founding docu-
ments of this country such as the Preamble to the Consti-
tution or the Gettysburg Address, build the language and 
recall repertoire of the elementary student. Latin instruc-
tion begins in the upper elementary years, and students 
are thrilled to make connections between the English 
language and Latin words.  And Peter Piper?  By middle 
school, students can identify this little ditty as an example 
of alliteration, and can parse the sentence into its parts of 
speech.
 Anyone who has ever taught a class of students 
in the range of 4th through 6th grade, perhaps in a Bible 

class, Scout group, or sports 
team, has faced the unique 
challenge and realization that 
these students are seemingly 
all over the map. Some of 
them are grasping abstract 
concepts, some are still in the 
facts only Grammar Stage, 
while others are simply want-
ing to argue about everything! 
As students move into the 
Logic Stage of the middle 
school years, they begin to 
acquire the understanding and 

ability, frustrating as that can be to parents, to analyze a 
situation for more than its face value and begin to make 
arguments that are seemingly baseless and senseless. This 
is further compounded by growing and changing bodies, 
hormones, and daily scattered emotional outbursts. 

When viewed from the 
academic perspective, 
students are now able to 
learn to use reasonable 
arguments to support 
a position as well as to 
refute arguments that 
are weakened by logi-
cal fallacies. These same 
students are able to see 
overarching concepts 
appearing in their courses and may wince wryly about 
“everything being Latin” as they learn the English word 
edifice in literature class during the same week that they 
learn the Latin cognate word aedificium. In the same 
week they will further learn Latin prefix words such as 
ad, meaning “toward,” as they are taught in science class 
that ad hominem fallacy is a baseless attack to someone’s 
person or character.  They joke about why anyone would 
want to teach kids how to argue more than they already 
do, and we tell them that we just want them to be able to 
argue more perfectly as they continue to learn finer points 
of guided debate and practice defending their developing 
truths.
 Once Grammar and Logic stages are mastered, 
students progress into the Rhetoric Stage during the high 
school years.  The ideal Coventry Christian School stu-
dent will be practicing her developing theology and view 
of truth as she encounters opposing viewpoints, both from 
within the school and without. He will put into practice 
Paul’s encouragement to the Corinthians to “demolish 
arguments and every that sets itself up against the knowl-
edge of God, and we take captive every thought to make 
it obedient to Christ.”  Successful rigorous education at 
CCS means that we have impacted the student’s lifelong 
view of Christ and their role in being Christ’s minister in 
this broken world.  Students will be able to absorb new 
information, sift it through their developing lens of faith 
and God’s truth, and judge for themselves the veracity and 
validity of others’ presupposition given any subject matter.  
They will be able to adequately identify faulty thought 
processes, and succinctly and compassionately lead others 
to refine and adjust their own constructs when needed as 
well as be appropriately led in refining their own remain-
ing faulty constructs to be further reconciled to God’s 
truth.  Displaying mastery and understanding of this con-
cept is the summative evaluation of success of CCS, and 
once students have arrived at this point we will be able to 
know that they are prepared ut vitam habeant.
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A Case for the 

 Arts
    Coventry Christian Schools has 
recognized that there are tremendous dividends to be 
reaped by pursuing and promoting a strong performing 
arts education across all grade levels. While the out-
comes may seem merely aesthetic and fun to some, the 
body of research that supports our increased attention 
and spending in this facet of education is compelling.  
The performing arts program is not an extracurricular 
activity but rather a key component of the curriculum, 
having intrinsic value when taught in isolation and 
complementary value when taught in concert with the 
rest of the curriculum.  Its positive correlation with 
strong mathematical reasoning and critical reading skills, higher academic achievement, and the development 
of prerequisite skills for the academic and professional life are so well established in research literature that any 
school that desires to take itself seriously must demonstrate a commitment to the performing arts. 
 Generally higher academic achievement is a distinctive characteristic of the music student. A study of 
students at Mission Viejo High School in Southern California revealed an overall grade point average for music 
students of 3.59 while their music education-starved peers earned an overall grade point average of 2.91. This 
same study also found that 16% of music students earned a 4.0 grade point average while only 5% of their 
peers earned the same marks.  One well-known example of the acute connection between the performing arts 
and academic success is the New York City School of Performing Arts (1948-1984), a public school with a 
focus on performing arts, whose alumni were admitted to colleges at a rate of 90% compared to a city-wide 
public school average of 21% during the same time period.  
 As a preschool through 12th grade program, CCS has great incentive to commit to curricular tools that 
support the development of cognitive structures and pathways that enhance mathematical and reading prowess. 
In his book, The Role of the Arts in General Education, P.M. Kuffler expounds upon the contributions made by 
the arts to the development of perceptual and cognitive skills.  The College Board reports that SAT scores for 
students with formal music training score 60 points higher in reading and 43 points higher in math than their 
counterparts with no music training.  E.W. Winston, music educator and contributor to Music Educators Jour-
nal, explains how music enhances the student’s ability to perform the skills necessary for reading, listening, 
anticipating, forecasting, memory training, recall skills, concentration techniques and speed reading.  Addition-
ally, a study conducted in the Albuquerque, New Mexico public schools revealed that in all areas of the Califor-
nia Test of Basic Skills (CTBS), students enrolled in instrumental classes for two or more years scored signifi-
cantly higher than their peers. 
 While the intrinsic value of the arts provides ample reason to include them as a vibrant and vital part of 
any school, it is sometimes important to take a few minutes to remind ourselves that the holistic nature of real-
ity as revealed in Jesus Christ is supported by empirical data and not simply by the compelling nature of such a 
philosophy and the beauty of such a truth.  We value music because it is a part of the imago dei, but it is good 
to know that it also beautifully complements our other pursuits of teaching young people to love God with all 
of their minds.

by Scott M
inor



Student Voices by Amy Minemier, 9th Grade
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After reading The Best Things in 
Life, by Peter Kreeft, a book where 
a “resurrected” Socrates comes 
back to life to roam our modern 
university to ask questions about 
life, the nature of the good, and 
how this informs our educational 
and career goals, Ms. Minemier 
responds to the following question:

How should the Bible’s true revela-
tion about the nature of the good 
apply to our own lives, including 
our educational and career goals?

Taking into account the Bible’s  
true revelation, the choices we  
make about our educational and 
career goals must be based on 
seeking first the Lord’s kingdom 
(Matthew 6:33).  We must do so because it impossible 
to understand what is truly good without God and the 
guidance of the Holy Spirit.  Both Socrates and Peter 
Pragma (Socrates’ “philosophical victim”) ignored this 
fact when they were discussing the summum bonum 
or greatest good.  Peter had many theories as to what 
it was, including money, power, and pleasure, whereas 
Socrates believed it was knowledge of the truth.  How-
ever, they were both operating under the falsehood of 
the Natural Law, but we, as flawed humans, cannot 
reach what is the greatest good by ourselves.  Thus we 
cannot know what real success is either.  

Our culture is embracing the flawed assumption that 
we can all have our own personal greatest good and 
there is not an objective option.  There are theories 
that those who die with the most things are the win-
ners--even though we leave our earthly possessions 
behind us in death.  There is also the “If it feels good, 
do it,” approach, wherein you have as much fun as  
you can during life.  Schools are almost controlled 
parties where you socialize with your peers and train 
for your future career.  Public schools ignore the  
real life that is only possible in Christ. Our culture 

is always pushing material “great-
est goods” such as wealth, fame, 
and power.  It also looks down on 
Christians for acting the same or 
worse than non-believers, but  
what people may not realize is  
that sometimes Christians do not 
connect faith and works as they 
follow God.

Such believers think that as long 
as they believe, then they are 
Christians and will be saved.  This, 
nevertheless, is a fallacy.  They 
need to understand that one must 
walk the walk of someone that 
is seeking God in his day-to-day 
life.  Since there is a separation of 
church and state, today’s society 

downplays religion and encourages that it only be 
practiced in private or in a house of worship.  This is 
especially prominent in government-funded schools 
and the work place.  What many do not seem to real-
ize is that they are promoting idolatry.  Money, power, 
and fame are all worshipped in some ways by our 
culture and pushed in the media, as is evidenced by 
“self help” books created so that a person may become 
more “successful”.

On the contrary, the Bible states that God is the true 
good (Psalm 100:5, Luke18:19).  Our standards for 
achieving the most success should be centered upon 
God.  The Bible also says that you must have morality 
and good works to achieve real success, whereas im-
morality, greed, and deceit are all qualities which God 
curses (Romans 1:29).  Due to his great sacrifice for 
us, we must be sure to glorify God in all ways, even 
in our educational and career ambitions (1 Cor.6:20).   
We must always strive to please God and show others 
His might through our education and career.  Seeking 
God’s kingdom must be the center of our educational 
and career choices due to the Bible’s true revelation.



   Still 
Soaring

by Paul Q. Fisher, M. Ed.

First as an Eagle, and now as a Falcon,  
Derek Black (‘08) plays soccer on a higher plane.



Messiah men’s socer: National Champions 7 of last 10 years.

Derek sports #17 for the Falcons

 Although it’s a slightly different shade of blue, 
Derek Black (‘08) still wears the blue and white as right 
wing for the Messiah College Falcons, Final Four contend-
ers ten of the last eleven years and winners of seven of the 
last ten NCAA Division III Men’s Soccer Championships.  
Even if you are a newcomer to CCS, you need only have 
visited the Events Center to have seen his name before.  A 
banner hangs there in recognition of his contributions to 
CCS soccer and basketball.  During his tenure on the high 
school soccer team, Derek was a standout, contributing to 
four SEPAC titles for the Eagles.  His 107 goals make him 
the second leading scorer in CCS history.  
 Although a proud accomplishment at the time, 
Derek reflects upon those goal-scoring days now and is 
less enamored with them.  “When I was in high school I 
was used to scoring a lot of goals, but being in college, it 
has not necessarily been like that, but I’ve learned to be an 
influential player in other ways.”  A quick search on You-
tube and you’ll find plenty of Derek Black highlights, many 
of them goals scored, but for Derek, the game is about so 
much more than goals scored, “When you are successful, 
it is hard to give God the glory and not take it for yourself.  
For any athlete, sports are a platform for showing others 
what is important to you.  For me it is a great platform to 
witness to people.”  Especially when “Messiah” is embroi-
dered on your chest.  “Teams say all the time, it’s about the 
name on the front of the jersey, not the back of the jersey, 
but in our case in particular, it makes it even more power-
ful, because we’re playing not just for the team name—
we’re playing to glorify him.”
 That witness is strengthened by a biblical coaching 
philosophy.  During his twelve year tenure as Messiah’s 
head coach, Dave Brandt, now head coach at the Naval 
Academy, defined the Messiah soccer program with a motto 
taken from Proverbs 27:17,
 “As iron sharpens iron, so one man sharpens an-
other.”  For Derek, that sharpening is not limited to soccer 
technique, training, or strategy.  “We’re like a big family. 
Everybody loves each other and truly cares about each 
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other—how they’re doing off the field maybe just as much 
or more so than on the field.”  For the Falcons, discipline 
is priority number one.  That discipline manifests itself in 
every facet of the game, but more so in life.  What impresses 
the soccer-minded spectator of a Messiah game as much as 
anything is the intentionality of play, the absence of mistakes, 
and the unrelenting intensity of every man on the team.  Der-
ek credits his own growth as a Christian man to the corporate 
discipline of the team,  “I’m a very competitive person, so 
just being surrounded by guys who have better attitudes than 
I do, and the overall standard and expectation of this team in 
particular, has caused me to have to get better than I would 
have myself in my conduct on the field and off of the field.”
 Messiah’s success seems somewhat paradoxical to 
many.  Can a Christian team play with intensity, even feroc-
ity, and still be “nice”?  Don’t Christian schools typically 
field, by virtue of their meek and humble spirit, nice but 
typically unsuccessful teams?  The philosophy at Messiah is 
that anything short of excellence does nothing to glorify God.  
In head coach Brad McCarty’s mind, it is the discipline and 
accountability inherent in the life of a disciple of Christ that 
makes the Falcons’ consistent level of success possible.   It is 
the selfless focus on the standard and the team that nurtures 
excellent decision-making in heat of competition.  It is not 
in spite of but because of the unifying faith of the team that 
Messiah plays exceptional soccer.  The Colossian mandate to 
do all as if working for God is reflected in Derek’s advice to 
our Eagle athletes, “It’s about the work ethic.  Practice.  Focus 
on the little things.  Excellence is about doing the little things 
consistently over time.  This adds up to excellence. Anything 
from choosing to make the right pass, choosing when to drib-
ble.  Choosing when to shoot and when not to shoot.  If you 
lose the ball, how do you react to that, your body language, 
all that kind of stuff too.  If there is an individual who loses 
the ball and throws his hands in the air or says something 
impulsively—all that kind of stuff just isn’t productive.  As a 
Christian team, how you conduct yourself on the field know-
ing that people are watching you, this is what really matters.  
You want to show people who you are playing for.”



From Thoughts  
  to Wordsby Sylvia DeJesus

 I like to tell my students that I’m teaching them something 
of eternal value.  I explain that Spanish is the language for eternity 
because it will be the language spoken in heaven.  They give me 
the perplexed looks.  I, furthermore, explain that Spanish is the 
most beautiful language; and therefore, it will be the one used in 
heaven because everything in heaven is beautiful.
 I don’t know that I’ve convinced them, but it’s something 
to think about.  I mean, there are very few things here on Earth that 
have eternal value, yet we invest so much in these things.  A nice 
home, a good education, influence, affluence.  We try to get our 
kids to live good lives, to learn good things, and to do good things, 
yet even our most committed efforts seem futile at times.  Our kids 
grow up and make their own choices, decide for themselves what 
is good, how they will live, what they will learn, and what they will 
do.  All the while, we sit on our elderly rockers hoping we’ve done 
a good job, hoping they will remember the lessons that were taught.  And the reality remains that only 
the eternal things will last.
 Sometimes while I’m doing my CCS morning arrival duties, I can overhear bits and pieces 
of the conversations, as the students get out of the cars and the parents bid their farewells.  I hear Mr. 
Minemier call out to Amy, “Learn something!”  (It always warms my heart.)  And while the parents 
continue their daily routine of dropping off, I wonder what kinds of conversations are taking place on 
the ride to school.  Is it a long ride?  Are there arguments?  If I step inside the cars, will I sense hurt, 
joy, peace, anger?  I wonder…knowing that only those things of eternal value will last.
knowing that only those things of eternal value will last.
 Then it is time for me to move on to the rest of my day as a teacher.  For periods of 40 minutes, 
I get to engage with students.  Sometimes, however, it seems superficial.  I see the faces, hear the com-
ments, answer the questions…and as they walk out of the room, I wonder if I truly made an impact, 
knowing that only that of eternal value will last.
 And as I hear the sound of the ticking clock in the background-the sound can take up the entire 
room-I know time is slipping away.  And things of eternal value will not.  And so what is, indeed, of 
eternal value?  Jeremiah 9:23-24 says this, 
  

“Let not the wise boast of their wisdom or the strong boast of their strength or the  
rich boast of their riches, but let the one who boasts boast about this: that they have  
the understanding to know me, that I am the LORD, who exercises kindness, justice 
and righteousness on earth, for in these I delight,” declares the LORD.

 There it is!  Eternal value. Hence, eternal value is not found in our human wisdom—how much 
we know.  It isn’t found in how strong we are or in how rich we think we are.  Eternal value is found  
in knowing that God is the only God and that only through Him can we be kind, just, and righteous.   
In these things He delights.  These things are eternal.

16



To what would you liken the task of teaching adoles-
cents?  Sometimes you feel like man, you just caught 
the wave and this is good and you slide right on in to 
shore, other times you feel like the wave has come, 
tipped you over, by the time you recover another one 
comes and knocks you down again.  But it’s a lot of fun!

What difference have you found between your teach-
ing graduate students and other adults and teaching 
Coventry Kids?  The biggest difference is the pace.  
These students can absorb and deal with so much more 
than adults can or will. About the time I think, okay, 
here’s how I’ll approach this particular topic, I find 
myself having to go back and prepare more and more. 
They’re sponges. They just keep soaking it up.

What challenges are similar, regardless of the age 
group?  There is much difficulty in trying to get both 
adults and adolescent students to see that we’re actu-
ally dealing with real life.  We’re not just being spiritual.  
We’re not just trying to determine what is going to be on 
the test.  Early in the semester I was explaining some-
thing which I thought was very important, and a student 
asked, “Are we going to have to know this for a test.”  I 
said, “No, you’re going to have to know this for life.”  
The statement, educating for life is not a cute phrase.  
It’s the reality of what we’re doing.

What do you think is unique about teaching at CCS?  
Teaching from an openly Christian worldview makes not 
only the teaching but also the students more academi-
cally rigorous than what I experienced in public school.  
This is the opposite perception of our culture toward 
Christian schools.  Some classify Christian schools as 
propaganda machines and sheltering safe havens, but

I have found that there is more honest questioning and 
seeking that goes on in this culture and environment than 
what I saw when working in public schools.  When you 
are free to own your own presuppositions, when you are 
free to say, “This is where I stand, this is what I believe.  
Now let’s talk,” it makes for an environment of academic 
rigor and research, whereas in the public school you are 
discouraged from taking a stand, and academic chal-
lenges cease to be palatable or feasible.

You are a fan of our Omnibus curriculum.  Why is it 
an effective way to teach the humanities?  How else 
would you want to teach this?  Real education is helping 
people learn how to think and how to find out things for 
themselves.  This is a perfect laboratory so that students 
are not just learning a history timeline but also looking 
at reasons why things happen, making connections, and 
seeing how the literature and how the Bible that we read 
did not happen in a vacuum, but are connected to real 
people, places, and situations.  It lays a better founda-
tion for understanding how we got here and equips the 
student with the tools to keep analyzing life.  It produces 
a more informed, clearer thinking electorate, so that 
students are not fooled by thirty second sound bites in 
the media.

What is your greatest concern for your students?   
I want them to believe and to experience that the love of 
God and the love of parents is not based on performance. 
My greatest hope is that they are loved unconditionally. 
At the same time, we have confused giving real nurture, 
which is not always pleasant, with coddling them and 
not really expecting enough out of them. The two need 
to work in harmony.

Getting To         
     Know You

by Paul Q. Fisher, M. Ed.
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David Niehls (‘05)

Charlie Perich (‘05)

Dana (Dilliplane) Perich (‘06)

Kristen (Cutillo) Niehls (‘04)

by Dana Perich

Once a Coventry Kid

Always a Coventry Kid



 Walking the halls singing, “The Fruit of the 
Spirit’s not a cantaloupe, nope!”  Spending qual-
ity time with friends in Big Blue on the side of 422.  
Being greeted by Mr. Niehls’s rendition of “Good 
morning, good morning, good morning to you . . .”  
Receiving a dollar if he messed up your name.  Earn-
ing that freeze pop for losing a tooth or candy for that 
A on your test.  Over 27 years, these experiences have 
been shared by virtually every student who has passed 
through our halls.  They never really fade or let go of 
you.  Once a Coventry Kid, always a Coventry Kid.
 In the ten years since its first senior class, CCS 
has graduated 177 seniors, and from the time the first 
two seniors graduated in 2001, the doors have always 
been open for the Coventry Kids to return.  For 20 
years, former students and alumni returned for short 
visits, but in 2004, the class of 2001 returned to serve 
on staff.  John Mark Niehls taught business math and 
supported the development and business offices while 
Nick Perich taught Calculus.  Perich now teaches 
mathematics for the Norristown School District, 
and Niehls runs an insurance firm, but he serves as a 
trustee and coaches high school boys’ basketball. 
 Currently, Coventry Christian Schools employs 
four alumni as teachers: David Niehls (’05), Kristen 
(Cutillo) Niehls (’04), Charlie Perich (’05), Dana 
(Dilliplane) Perich (’06).  All four attended school 
together, played on sports teams together, grew up to-
gether, and are back at CCS, educating another genera-
tion.  Mr. David Niehls teaches Chemistry, Geography, 
Logic, Computer, Keyboarding, and Computer Pro-
gramming.  He also serves as the IT director and ath-
letics director.  Mrs. Kristen (Cutillo) Niehls teaches 
Bible, Government, Omnibus (a classical humanities 
course incorporating theology, history, and literature), 
and sponsors Youth and Government.  She came to 
CCS after teaching history at Perkiomen Valley High 
School.  Married to John Mark Niehls (’01), she now 
has two children enrolled in the preschool program.  
Shortly after marrying Charlie Perich this summer, 
Mrs. Dana (Dilliplane) Perich was hired in August to  
teach middle school grammar, creative writing, and 
sociology as well as to assist with preschool classes.  
She will serve as assistant coach for the high school 
girls’ basketball team this winter.  Mr. Charlie Perich 
completed his first summer as the Summer Day Camp 
Co-Director in 2011 after working ten summers as a 
counselor.  He decided to continue serving after the 
summer as a preschool teaching assistant and an ex-
tended care assistant.  

 When faculty alumni reminisce about their 
time at CCS, their best memories overlap:  lock-ins 
with bonfires, field days at Kenilworth Park, monthly 
rollerskating parties, and taking Big Blue to swimming 
lessons at the YMCA.  Receiving their very own va-
nilla soft serve cone from none other than Mr. Niehls 
was the best feature of McPrincipal’s Night.  Memo-
ries like these bring smiles and laughs to alumni and 
former students.  Charlie and Dana Perich cherished 
their CCS experience so much that they chartered Mr. 
Niehls and Big Blue to transport them and their wed-
ding party to their reception, singing traditional songs 
like “Little Red Wagon” all the way.
 While traditions are a charming aspect of CCS, 
they are not the compelling reasons why these alumni 
are now serving at their alma mater.  Their sentiments 
share the same theme:  CCS is more than a school; it’s 
a family.  They have worked in other schools and find 
that no other school culture compares to that of CCS.  
As newer teachers to CCS, these alumni have already 
fallen into the habit of referring to their students with 
a sense of love and tender concern that is unique to 
our school.  Mrs. Niehls and Mrs. Perich both attribute 
their faith to their experience here.  Their aspirations 
to educate and their vision for what a teacher should 
be was shaped by their teachers, many of whom are 
still teaching today.  Mr. Fisher, Mrs. Baumgarten, 
Mrs. Mary Niehls, and Mr. Dove always took the time 
to build relationships with their students, relationships 
that continued far past graduation.  These newest fac-
ulty members aim to do the same things for their stu-
dents that their mentors did for them- not only teach 
academics, but also create meaningful relationships.  
They articulate a commitment to lead by example, em-
phasizing to their students the importance of having a 
Spirit-filled heart and of leading Christ-centered lives.  
 Upon returning to CCS in a professional 
capacity, the continuity of tradition, culture, and clear 
mission that alumni faculty found was no surprise to 
this group of teachers.  What was a pleasant surprise is 
the growth of so many aspects of the school’s pro-
grams, personnel, and facilities.  Extension courses, 
performing arts, and extracurricular activities have 
been created, developed, and enhanced.  Faculty mem-
bers are highly qualified and accomplished in their 
respective fields of study and have the depth of experi-
ence necessary to deliver a highly effective program.  
Courses and activities such as Math Counts, Youth and 
Government, Creative Writing, Health and Fitness, 
Yearbook, Chorus, Servant Leadership, Exploring 
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Creation, Historical Research, and Computer Pro-
gramming provide opportunities for academic enrich-
ment, cognitive development, and creative expression 
beyond the scope of anything that was available even 
five years ago, when the youngest of these teachers 
graduated from the program.  Many other courses are 
now curriculum requirements that were not previously 
offered: Omnibus (Great Books approach to theology, 
literature, and history block), SAT Math, Rhetoric, 
Geography, College Prep Math, Latin, Logic, and Art 
History.  The growth of the faculty both in number of 
teachers and in specialized expertise has made these 
enhancements possible.  When these teachers were 
students, most teachers taught their discipline across 
all grade levels, from grades six to twelve.  Now stu-
dents have the opportunity to experience a variety of 
teaching styles with teachers who specialize in their 
branch of each discipline.  
 Our newest alumni teachers are eager to make 
the most of the new one campus program.  CCS is re-
turning to its roots.  From their perspective, when CCS 
became a two-campus school, it created an organiza-
tional gap, alienating the preschool and elementary

programs and faculty from the secondary programs 
and faculty.  The close family community that was 
so unique to CCS was compromised.  In the new one 
campus program, the consensus is that the sense of 
community is being rekindled.  Each department is 
connected with overlapping families and even teach-
ers.  Secondary students serve as strong Christian role 
models for the younger students, which calls for them 
to be self-disciplined and accountable for their actions.  
Students can easily stay connected with their past 
teachers and sustain those meaningful relationships.  
 The decision each of these teachers have 
made to commit to service at CCS is a testimony to 
the profound influence and blessing it has been in 
their lives and to their passion for the mission of the 
school, which they so deeply believe in.  CCS alumni 
never stray far and tend to find a way back, whether 
they work Summer Day Camp, like Donald Dilliplane 
(’04), Kelly Jacoby (’08), and Jade Schnovel (’08), or 
coach like Daniel Niehls (’06).  CCS alumni have al-
ways been made to feel that they would always have a 
family to come back to.  Once a Coventry Kid, always 
a Coventry Kid.  

Eighth Grade Autobiography
by Kaitlyn Hafer

 I can remember journaling every day in Mrs. Fisher’s first grade. We would write about all kinds of 
things. They would vary, but I especially remember writing about my weekends on every Monday. We would 
also do this for holiday vacations.
 My journal was a purple primrose composition book. I remember my first entry.  The topic was “Our 
Favorite Food.” I chose to write about a chocolate cookie. We always had to draw a picture at the bottom of 
the page. I can picture my drawing. It was colored with Crayola Markers. I colored the cookie yellow with 
brown spots so it made chocolate chips.  I remember showing Mrs. Fisher.  I walked up to her desk that 
was in the back of the room.  The corner her desk was in didn’t have much light.  She said that she was 
surprised that a cookie was my favorite food.
 I remember parts of other journal entries too, mostly because of the pictures at the bottom of the 
page. Once I drew a swing set like the one I have in my backyard to display what I had done that weekend. I 
had drawn a baby swing between two swings and green poles. I also drew three kids: my brother, sister and 
me. Another entry I remember writing about was a snowmobiling trip that my family had taken over a winter 
break. I drew a snowmobile with my Dad, brother, sister and me on it.
 When I wrote in this journal, I could express myself in ways that I didn’t feel comfortable doing 
aloud. I was always proud of my drawings and writings because they were topics I loved to write about. I 
could be as creative as I wanted just using a pencil and markers. I always looked forward to journaling in 
first grade.



ROUNDUP
One Mission, One Campus

The preschool and elementary programs 
have officially taken up residence in the 
Pleasantview Road building.  The move is a 
part of an effort to enhance stewardship of 
school resources for the purpose of provid-
ing enhanced programs and facility expan-
sion and upgrade.  Faculty members are 
now able to collaborate across grade levels.  
The preschool and elementary programs 
are enjoying superior facilities and special 
areas that have bolstered their program 
opportunities.  The vision for the future is 
for CCS to operate as a one campus school 

with future expansion to take place on the Pleasantview 
property.  The North Coventry building is currently being 
used by Delaware Valley High School, but is still owned 
by CCS.

New Courses Embrace Classical  
Curriculum and Methodology

Through the curriculum writing, assessment, and review 
cycle, the board and administration have committed to a 
series of initiatives that utilize elements of classical educa-
tion with the express purpose of achieving excellence 
in the areas of critical reading, reflective and persuasive 
writing, logic, and rhetoric. These skills represent the tools 
of independent scholarship. A violin program is now avail-
able starting in preschool.  The Omnibus courses offered 
in grades eight through ten continue to expand student 
exposure to The Great Books. Latin instruction has now 
been expanded to include grades six through eight. A new 
formal logic course has been introduced to eighth grade.  
Rhetoric, a systematic study of the art of argumet in the 
oral tradition, is now a graduation requirement for all high 
school students.

Middle School Cross Country Undefeated
The middle school cross country squad was undefeated 
in head-to-head meets this fall.  The season ended with a 
strong finish for every runner at the Belmont Plateau  
Invitiational in Philadelphia.

Serving the Underserved in Pottstown
In September, the board of trustees officially adopted 
Project Purpose, a mentoring, tutoring, and basketball 
program for underserved youth from the Pottsgrove and 
Pottstown school districts.  During its first eight months, 
it has rapidly grown, serving 107 local young people 
have been served thus far.  CCS is now partnering with 
Pottsgrove administrators and educators to enhance the 
effectiveness of the program, which is open on Wednes-
day and Sunday afternoons and evenings.  Paul Fisher, 
Director of Advancement, currently serves as the director 
of the program, but the school intends to hire a part-time 
director as soon as grant money or other outside funding 
can be secured. 44 volutneers currently provide all of the 
services necessary to run the program.  As students in the 
program demonstrate merit, sponsorships and funding 
from the Wheeler Endowment will be utilized to offer 
them a CCS education.  CCS sponsored the Pottstown 
Cluster of Religious Communities banquet in October.  
The Cluster serves those in need in the Pottstown area.  
Our Grandparents Gathering is sponsoring a soup day 
in November, during which Campbell’s and Progresso 
soups will be donated by students.  The labels will gener-
ate revenue for the school, and the soup will be donated 
to the Cluster.

SAT Scores Continue to Climb
The CCS College Board SAT three year average is now at 
1746.  Other than The Hill School (average 1850), which 
recruits only students with the highest aptitude, the next 
closest local school is the Perkiomen School ($25,850 day 
student tuition) at 1660.  CCS is 100 to 300 points ahead 
of all local schools within a 15 mile radius.  Adding to the 
validity of those scores, CCS does not include test scores 
for students who are educated elsewhere during 9th and 
10th grades nor international student scores which would 
inflate the average.  Paul Fisher, Director of Advancement, 
explains, “We have no interest in inflating scores for mar-
keting purposes.  These scores are only one indicator of 
the effectiveness of our unique curriculum, but they must 
accurately reflect our typical student to be useful to us in 
curriuclum research and revision.”
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Creating Our Legacy
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How Can I Give?
One-time or recurring contributions can be made online at www.coventrychristian.com/giving.html or by 
sending a check to Coventry Christian Schools, Advancement, 699 N. Pleasantview Rd., Pottstown, PA  
19464-2615. Contributions with no memo designating either Wheeler Endowment  or Coventry Kids Fund 
will be applied to the Coventry Kids Fund. Current CCS families may also have their contributions debited 
in equal monthly installments with their FACTS tuition payments. Contact Cyndy Schnovel in the business 
office for assistance (cyndyschnovel@educatingforlife.com).  

Using Your Business or Employer To Give
If you are a Pennsylvania business owner, you may take advantage of the Educational Improvement Tax 
Credit (EITC). With this program, you can receive state tax credit for donations to the Coventry Kids Fund, 
which is an approved scholarship organization in the EITC program. Why pay Harrisburg when you can 
provide scholarships for Coventry Kids?  State funding for this program is depleted for 2011-12. Begin 
planning now for 2012-13. Call or email Paul Fisher, Director of Advancement, to find out more. You may 
also find that your employer has a matching gift program. Ask your employer what programs are available.  

 At CCS, we believe that the partnership is not just a nice idea but necessity  
for our ministry to thrive.  That is why our mission statement says we exist “to  
partner with parents.”  I suppose some of our families view our relationship  
as a business transaction, but that is not the perspective of most CCS constituents.  
We believe in what we are accomplishing together on behalf of not just our own 
children but for all of the Coventry Kids who will someday be the fabric of our 
community, our nation, and our world.  We have a shared heritage of faith and 
commitment to our school’s future. A shared legacy. A shared vision for the  
future.  We have a shared calling and compelling reason to give to CCS.  There are  
two types of planned giving that are available to all of us every year. Both are ultimately about  
providing opportunities for more young people to attend school at CCS and for current students to be  
able to continue studying here:  The Wheeler Endowment and The Coventry Kids Fund.  

  The Wheeler Endowment was established to provide need-based, 
merit scholarships for students to receive a Christian education at CCS. Your gifts 
to the Wheeler Endowment ensure that in the future, young people who desire to 
attend CCS, who would most benefit from the CCS experience, and who have 
much to contribute to our school culture will have funded scholarships to make 
that dream a reality.  Gifts to the Endowment are never spent. Only a portion 
of the earnings on the principal are spent to fund scholarships, so your gift will 
continue to grow.  
 The Coventry Kids Fund supplies the annual financial aid (need-based 
tuition discounts) necessary to enable 75 of our 306 students to be Coventry 
Kids.  The financial aid budget for 2011-12 is $235,000, intentionally reduced 
by $35,000 or 11% from 2010-11.  Last spring, 38 students’ financial aid  

applications were denied due to lack of funding. Without the Coventry Kids Fund, our school community  
as we know it would cease to exist.  Our children’s friends, student musicians, artists, intellectuals, and athletes 
would be forced to attend other schools, leaving our school culture poorer for the loss, and we would be forced to 
reduce programs or to raise tuition for remaining families. The Coventry Kids Fund will be supported this year by 
the Coventry Challenge 5K and by generous contributions from CCS supporters and current CCS families.
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11/26   Homecoming

DECEMBER
12/5 PTO Meeting, 6:30 p.m.
12/6   Grandparents Gathering, 9 a.m.
12/8 Open House, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
12/13 Dads & Granddads’ Prayer Meeting, 8 a.m.
12/16-12/17 A Christmas Carol, 7 p.m.
12/20 Moms & Grandmoms’ Prayer Meeting, 8 a.m.
12/20 K-12 Choral and Band Concert, 7 p.m.
12/27 Middle School Open Gym
12/28 High School Open Gym
12/29 Middle School Open Gym
12/30 High School Open Gym

JANUARY
1/3 Grandparents’ Gathering
1/9 Sports Boosters Meeting, 6:30 p.m.
1/10 Dads’ & Granddads’ Prayer Meeting, 8 a.m.
1/17 Moms’ & Grandmoms’ Prayer Meeting, 8 a.m.
1/23-1/27 High School Midterm Exams

FEBRUARY
2/2 Elementary Creative Minds Fair, 6:30-8 p.m.
2/6 PTO Meeting, 6:30 p.m.
2/7 Middle School Spelling Bee, 7 p.m.
2/7 Grandparents’ Gathering, 9 a.m.
2/13 Sports Boosters Meeting, 6:30 p.m.

23



699 N. Pleasantview Rd.
Pottstown, PA  19464-2615

Address Service Requested

Non-Profit
U.S. Postage

PAID
Pottstown, PA
Permit No. 194

“Educating For Life.”


