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   Every last week of April, I stand before a bedraggled group of 
freshman gathered around a campfire beside Brown Mountain 
Creek in the heart of Virginia’s Blue Ridge Mountains, and I 
encourage them with this blessing from the Apostle Paul.  One 
of the primary purposes of our ninth grade backpacking trip is to 
develop unity of purpose.  When all comforts, electronics, and 
possessions are taken away, and we are left in the wilderness with 
only each other and whatever we can fit in the packs on our backs, 
our vision changes.  I tell them that our 
goal is to glorify God on this journey 
by loving each other better through the 
trials that lie ahead.  
   Every year, God is glorified as the 
initial grumbling and complaining turns 
into singing and laughing as we make 
our way toward the goal—the finish 
line, miles and miles and mountains 
and mountains ahead.  Why is it that as 
the students’  sore feet get worse, their 
tender shoulders and hips scream more 
loudly, and their taste buds long for 
“real” food, their attitudes improve and their appreciation for each 
other intensifies? 
   When we take on any massive and even imposing endeavor, we 
entertain all of the reasons why we should not chance failure.  When 
we have setbacks on the journey, we are tempted to bail out and 
take the easier, “safer” path.  We debate and bicker with our fellow 
travelers.  On the backpacking trip, this happens on our second day.  
On day two, Bald Knob is 2000 feet up and four miles away.  There 
are no views; the canopy is thick enough to ensure that while thin 
enough to let the hot sun get through.  There is no water.  Invasive 
kudzu vines have taken over the forest, adding to the despair that 
each hiker feels as he plods up a mountain that it seems will never 
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come to an end.  The finish line seems an eternity away; no one 
has been rewarded with a majestic view.  The only reward for our 
labor?  More labor.  Without fail, this part of the journey leads to 
complaining, tears, resignations, and blame throwing.  
   So how is it that this disintegrated team of hikers finds itself 
rejuvenated, joyful, eager, and in love with each other just 24 hours 
after the despair of Bald Knob?  The goal is back in focus.  Vision 
is restored.  I see the same pattern every year.  For fourteen years 

I have observed this great metaphor for 
all of life’s great journeys and seen the 
secret to unity and fulfillment illustrated 
so poignantly.  We must keep our eyes 
on the prize.  We must hold firmly to 
the vision of he who writes the script of 
our lives and to the faith of our fathers, 
whose vision built for us a place to 
stand.  As we blaze new trails for our 
Coventry Kids, let’s keep our eyes 
on the prize.  Let’s not forget why we 
sacrifice as we do to make a classical 
Christian education possible for our 

children.  Ask any upperclassmen if the trials, yes, even misery, of 
the trail were worth it, and they’ll tell you that they would not trade 
the experience for something easier.  The rewards are far greater 
than the difficulty of the journey.  We all have our occasional 
doubts, asking ourselves if the financial sacrifice, the challenging 
coursework, and the utter smallness of a small school are  really 
worth it.  May the articles in this issue encourage you to stay the 
course, to let God develop and indeed be your vision, and may the 
God who gives endurance and encouragement give us a spirit of 
unity among ourselves as we follow Christ Jesus, so that with one 
heart and mouth we may glorify the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ.

by Paul Q. Fisher, M. Ed.

“May the God who gives endurance and encouragement 
give you a spirit of unity among yourselves as you follow 
Christ Jesus, so that with one heart and mouth you may 

glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.”  

Romans 15:5

With 
One Heart

and One Mind

As we blaze new trails 
for our Coventry Kids,

let’s keep our eyes 
on the prize.



by Paul Q. Fisher, M. Ed.
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consequences.  He benefits from a sharpened hindsight, which is 
essential to judge current challenges and issues with wisdom and 
discernment.  This kind of graduate will be in high demand and 
will contribute mightily in any profession.  Even Ciara DeJesus, 
a second grader, could see the importance of historical analysis 
to making life decisions.  In her essay on what she learned in her 
history class this year, she shares, “The important part of history 
is that we can tell those stories to other people in case someone is 
having the same problem as in history.”
   Our commitment to a rigorous history curriculum led us to last 
year’s implementation of a new study in Western Civilization 
in second through sixth grades.  The goal of the program is to 
provide our grammar school students with the historical context 
and perspectives necessary to receive more fully the logic and 
rhetoric levels of Omnibus, our integrated humanities course in 
our secondary school.  Grammar school history is studied with 
the end in mind.  Our logic and rhetoric students participate in 
historical, cultural, and theological analysis of the ideas and 
events which shaped the history studied in our grammar school, 
making the grammar school study of history vitally important to 
meeting the objectives of our middle and high school program.
   This was a challenging but rewarding first year for our grammar 
school students, parents, and teachers.  The challenge arose from 
the history-deficient diet that most of us received in our own 

   Thomas Jefferson wrote in Query XIV in his 1782 Notes on 
the State of Virginia, “History, by apprising us of the past, will 
enable us to judge the future; it will avail us of the experience of 
other times and other nations; it will qualify us as judges of the 
actions and designs of men.”  In an age of dizzying technological 
advances and extreme social change, many schools are minimizing 
the role of history in their curriculum.  This is a grave mistake 
because even in 2013, historical analysis is essential to success in 
virtually all human endeavors.  Doctors make diagnoses by first 
taking a medical history.  Coaches study the tendencies (historical 
behaviors) of their opponents before formulating a game plan.  
Judges and lawyers consult precedent prior to drafting a judgment; 
indeed, they cannot do so without such historical analysis.  CEO’s 
consult their companies’ market and sales histories prior to 
developing strategies to reposition themselves.  
   Historical analysis is indeed a core skill for students and 
professionals in the 21st Century.  In a fast-paced, changing world, 
the understanding of change is more practical, even critical, than 
ever before.  The study of history is a study of change.  It opens 
our eyes to the complexity found in even the most seemingly 
simple situations.  The history student realizes how individual 
motives and perspectives, shaped by culture, combine with other 
influences to shape the future.  He comprehends how unpredictable 
the future may be and how prone to unintended and unexpected 

How Did We Do?
Reflections Upon This Year’s Curriculum Changes



social studies curricula in both grade school and college.  This is 
especially true for our students of the middle ages, for although 
medieval times were primarily shaped and defined by church 
history, our religion-sterilized public school curriculum left us 
with the impression that church history happened in a vacuum, 
separate and apart from the rest of Western Civilization.  Also 
uniquely challenging to many parents was the task of helping 
their children study ancient Greek and Roman civilizations, 
which despite their central importance to American history, have 
also fallen out of favor with mainstream history curriculum.  Our 
decision to emphasize these important ancient civilizations was 
affirmed by our eighth grade students on their recent class trip to 
Washington, D.C., where they found the major players and texts of 
ancient civilization present all over the walls of our most hallowed 
buildings.  They were truly taken back by the relevance of all that 
they were certain was just a quirky study imposed upon them  
by CCS.
    While the conviction that history matters is at the heart of what 
we were seeking to accomplish this year, we were also greatly 
concerned that retention of the curriculum would improve.  Most 
of us grew up cramming for history tests, only to forget what 
we “learned” shortly after receiving our grades.  One of the 
greatest success stories of the new program has been the weekly 
comprehensive assessments that are integral to its design.  Each 
week, students take a test that requires them to study not just the 
new material taught that week but also to review all of the content 
taught during the current year.  This continual, comprehensive 
approach to instruction and assessment has resulted in marked 
improvement in student retention of the history curriculum.  
While most American educators are just resigned to students 
forgetting what they learn in history, we 
have discovered that our students are 
remarkably capable of retaining, even 
a great volume of dates, people, places, 
events, and ideas central to our shared 
history.  
   As I read through the second grade 
students’ essays about their favorite 
history lessons from this year, I was 
amazed at the great detail with which 
they were able to recount Egyptian and 
Jewish history from memory.  They were 
able to write history as though it was 
their own story.  Isaiah Fisher shared, 
“After learning about Egyptian history, I 
actually do understand what it would be like being an Egyptian and 
living thousands of years ago.  I like learning about the past and 
ancient things.  It was interesting how the rich nobles grew tired 
of serving the pharaoh and caused a civil war.”  Sixth grader, Talia 
Matthew, wrote about her favorite part of her sixth grade history 
curriculum, which focuses largely on American history, “I really 
enjoyed Pony Express Day because each of us got to pretend we 
were riders and write letters to our friends and family.  We ate chili 
and corn bread while we listened to each other read our letters.”  
   While the workload that implementing a new curriculum 
represents is daunting to teachers, the rewards of completing the 
transition this year are shared by the faculty members, who all 
were teaching their new history content for the first time this year.  
There is consensus is that student retention of the curriculum is 

far more comprehensive than our previous experience with our 
standard social studies curriculum.  An added benefit has also 
been the development of reading and study skills necessary not 
only for success in the history curriculum but in all academic and 
life pursuits. As Jane Geeza, 6th grade teacher explains, “The 
students have been forced to keep up with their assignments and 
studying each week.  They have no choice!  They have had to 
practice organization and proper study habits in order to keep their 
grades up.  Their confidence with challenging texts has increased 
dramatically. They have become more skilled at looking for 

context clues to help define unfamiliar 
words, which are littered throughout 
the reading selections.  Because of the 
comprehensive questions on the tests, 
students keep rereading and reviewing 
their previous history cards and have 
retained impressive knowledge from 
prior lessons.”     
     Natalie Hallman just completed her 
first year as the second grade teacher, 
so in addition to preparing her lesson 
plans for every other content area 
for the first time, she was faced with 
becoming intimately familiar with 
ancient Egyptian and Israelite history.  

While she acknowledges the great challenge that this presented 
to her last summer, she shares, “One of greatest benefits that I 
have received with the new history curriculum was finally making 
the connection between events and people in the Old Testament 
with early Egyptian history.  It definitely cast new light on biblical 
events and characters for me.  It gave me a greater understanding 
of biblical characters and the significance of certain events in light 
of what was happening in the world around them at that time.  
Another benefit of the curriculum is the excitement that exudes 
from my students as ancient Egyptian history comes alive for them 
through the card descriptions, historical fiction reading selections, 
and other history books.”
   It is this gift of contextualization and integration of the biblical 
narrative with the rest of history that so excites us about the 

At the close of our 
first year with the new 

history curriculum, 
we have reason 

to celebrate.
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   Assessment scores and student writing samples compiled and 
analyzed over the course of the 2012-2013 school year confirm 
that Shurley English is meeting our objectives, but of great 
encouragement as well is the student and teacher response to this 
popular change to our curriculum. Dawn Reigner, our veteran 
fifth grade teacher concludes, “The students have really grasped 
so much more with this method and have demonstrated much 
greater achievement in both grammar and writing.  I have actually 
seen them get excited about English for the first time in my 
career.  It has been awesome!” A major focus of the improvement 
to the second grade curriculum has been whole-sentence analysis 
and the focus upon pre-writing utilizing tools such as story maps, 
outlines, and concept maps.  For Natalie Hallman, second grade 
teacher, the results have been impressive.  “It amazes me how well 
my students can express their thoughts in an extremely organized 
fashion at such a young age.  I am equally impressed with the 
impact the curriculum has had upon their quality of writing in all 
subject areas. The skills are carrying over.”  
   Even the students have bought in to the Shurley method, 
recognizing the importance of becoming great writers. If 
nurturing convictions regarding the relevance of curriculum is a 
measure of success, as it surely is, then Joseph Ochieng, second 
grader, gives us a giant thumbs up for a job well done when he 
writes,  “These things help you to spell and talk correctly in life 
because you have only one chance.  It’s not a forgiving world, 
you know.  So keep practicing!”

potential now being realized with our new history curriculum.  
The classical model for education finds at its core the integration 
of all knowledge so that every discipline finds relevance in every 
other discipline, endowing every aspect of life with meaning 
and purpose.  At the close of our first year with the new history 
curriculum, we have reason to celebrate.
     Nathaniel Hawthorne, author of The Scarlet Letter, once said, 
“Words - so innocent and powerless as they are, as standing in 
a dictionary, how potent for good and evil they become in the 
hands of one who knows how to combine them.”   It is this power, 
compared so poignantly in the biblical book of James to a small 
rudder that steers an large ship or a tiny spark that sets a great 
forest on fire, that we hope to harness in our students for the cause 
of Christ.  It is also this power that led us to implement the Shurley 
English method this year.  
   In 2009, as a part of commitment to graduating effective 
communicators for Christ, we began researching, developing, and 
assessing curriculum measures that would address our historically 
thorough but mildly effective approach to teaching grammar and 
composition.  While the state of Pennsylvania, since the mid-
1990’s, has downgraded the role and rigor of direct grammar 
instruction, we have continued to understand that intimate 
understanding of grammar is essential to helping students learn the 
important writing conventions.  Additionally, students learn how 
to write effectively by being led through a systematized writing 
curriculum that provides continuity of form and practice.  We 
found Shurley English to be the only curriculum on the market 
that is committed both of these principles while also providing 
the teacher with instructional strategies that teach the way that 
children learn.
   In 2012, we trained our teachers to utilize the Shurley method, 
which utilizes songs, question and answer flow chants, and a 
form of sentence diagraming to help students to learn systems 
of grammar and leads students through the writing process in a 
rigid and rigorous program that includes the development of 
student writing portfolios.  The adoption and implementation of 
this curriculum in conjunction with our new history and literature 
curriculum completes the two curricular and student performance 
goals identified through our last accreditation self study in 2009, 
both of which targeted greater sophistication in both reading and 
writing skills.  
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   A favorite scripture among several of the preschool staff is 
Jeremiah 29:11, “For I know the plans I have for you,” declares 
the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give 
you hope and a future.”  Each year is full of exciting challenges as 
we strive to honor God by serving those around us.  We may not 
fully understand why certain things happen in our lives, personally 
and professionally, and from our human perspective it may not 
always make much sense to us, but if we believe what is written in 
Proverbs 3:5, “Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and lean not 
on your own understanding,” we can feel more confident in our 
circumstances, knowing that God has a plan for us.  As I transition 
from leading our preschool program to providing guidance on the 
side, I have great confidence in God’s plan for our preschool under 
the leadership of our new director, Shannon Hipple.
   For years, Shannon Hipple served as the assistant director at 
Flanagan’s Preschool in Collegeville.  When it was time for their 
daughter, Kaitlin, to attend kindergarten, she and her husband, 
Terry, chose Coventry Christian Schools.  Shannon’s cousin had 

attended CCS when he was younger, and she recalled how her 
aunt would often say what a wonderful school it was, would speak 
glowingly about the teachers, and would boast about the success 
he was having at the school.  Among many other factors, Terry & 
Shannon liked the full day kindergarten program and the Christ-
centered approach at CCS, but the selling point for the Hipples 
came when they arrived for their tour.  They observed Jill Barton, 
elementary principal at the time, in her skirt and high heels, 
pushing a mop bucket down the hall to clean up something.  They 
felt right at home, for their family philosophy is, “Where there is 
a need, let’s do what we can to fulfill it.”  That philosophy is very 
evident as one gets to know the Hipple family. Terry currently 
serves as the Fire Chief of the Norco Fire Co., and Shannon 
actively supports him in that role.  
   The Hipples were thrilled with the way Kaitlin grew during her 
first year at CCS, not only academically and socially, but spiritually 
as well. Shannon loves CCS because its students are embraced 
with God’s love through caring teachers that partner with families 
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to help the children become all that God has planned for them to 
be. That love has expressed itself in Terry and Shannon’s consistent 
service to our school community. 
   Shannon graduated from Mansfield University with a B.S. in 
both Early Childhood Education and Elementary Education. In 
2008, CCS hired Shannon as an elementary teacher. Over the 
past few years, as CCS has grown and gone through changes, 
Shannon has been a team player, adapting her role to the needs of 
the school.  During the past five years at CCS, Shannon has taught 
students in 3rd grade, kindergarten, pre-k, and most recently in a 
Distinctive Education classroom in the secondary program.  She 
says that despite the challenges of changes to her role, she has been 
tremendously blessed, “Working at CCS has been such a blessing 
to my entire family! It is a prime example of an atmosphere 
where we work together as brothers and sisters in Christ to serve 
Him through spreading the Word and teaching the children to be 

well-rounded and prepared to be a positive addition to society.”  
Additionally, she has volunteered to serve on the executive and 
auction committees of PTO, the homecoming committee, and 
the marketing committee.  Shannon also serves as a tutor in our 
Project Purpose outreach.  
   

     At times, Shannon says she has felt like a ping-pong ball, not 
knowing where she would be serving CCS families next, but always 
felt reassured, knowing that God had a plan for her.  Her varied 
experiences here have uniquely prepared her for administrative 

leadership. At CCS, administrators need to understand and 
appreciate the full scope of the mission and philosophy of the 
school. Serving as a staff person in every department has given 
Shannon a keen perspective of what CCS is all about, from the 
youngest children in preschool through the high school students, 
including a special appreciation for the different learning needs 
of some students. Shannon exudes a contagious joy about her 
ministry to children and her fellow staff, “I can’t think of a better 
job than to help a young child build a stronger relationship with 
our Lord and Savior!”  
   I am so pleased to be passing the baton to Shannon Hipple.  It has 
been a pleasure to work with her in the transition this year, and it 
is reassuring to me to see how excited she is to lead our preschool 
program to new levels of excellence.  Please join me in welcoming 
Shannon to her new role as preschool director and in praying for 
her and the preschool staff as they meet the needs of our littlest 
Coventry Kids.

“I can’t think of a better job
than to help a young child

build a stronger relationship
with our Lord and Savior!”
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   We want to be a small school that does big things.  The 2012-2013 
school year offered more extension courses than 2011-2012, and 
the scope and success of each were such a great encouragement 
that we decided to share a summary of student experiences and 
accomplishments with our readers. Big things are happening, and 
based upon what we saw this year, bigger things are yet to come.
Scientific Inquiry students prepared for two science fairs, conducting 
research on topics of their choosing, setting up experiments and data 
mining for the answers to their questions.  The class competed at 
the Pennsylvania Junior Academy of Science, where they presented 
their findings via PowerPoint.  Talia Mathew (6th) placed first, 
Lexi Chroscinski (6th) placed second, and Steven Dougherty (6th) 
placed third.  Students also competed in the Montgomery County 
Science Research Competition (MCSRC). Students presented 
their research in traditional 
board display format and 
answered judges’ questions.  
Katie Snyder (10th) won 
first place and moved on 
to the Delaware Valley 
Science Competition.  Talia 
Mathew (6th) earned an 
honorable mention.
Computer Programming 
students continued to 
develop their programming 
skills through a series of 
programming exercises 
and projects utilizing both 
the Python programming 
language and open-source 
Arduino hardware.  Both 
classes kicked off the 
2012-2013 school year in 
a joint-effort to design and 
implement a Quiz Bowl-
style buzzer system to be 
used during House Academic Olympics. The system sports house-
colored L.E.D. buzzers, is powered by an Arduino UNO, and was 
successfully utilized during both the fall and spring Academic 
Olympics competitions. Upgrades to the buzzer system are planned 
for the coming year.
Apart from the buzzer system, middle school students designed 
and worked on several small-scale software projects and programs, 
focusing on learning the basics of programming in Python.  To 
round out the year, the class completed a group project utilizing 
an Arduino UNO to control over 500 L.E.D.’s in their animated 
rendering of Lady Liberty. (Project Designers: Brennan Scheetz, 
Clayton Hollinger, Andrew Giammarco)
Building on Matt Tupitza’s (‘12) success from last year, the 
high school class continued experimenting with Arduino boards 
throughout the year, while also completing several larger-scale 

software projects.  Clay Buxton (9th), Jeremiah Niehls (9th), and 
Jawon Nichols (10th) designed and built a fully-functioning 8-bit 
RPG game in the style of the classic, Zelda.  Zach Jones (12th) 
and Josh Rumberger (9th) designed and built a Frogger-style 
arcade game that they dubbed Mouse Runner, utilizing Adobe 
Flash and ActionScript and deployed on the Android operating 
system. Other miscellaneous projects included several small-scale 
computer games, a 4x4x4 animated L.E.D. cube, and several other 
L.E.D. projects. 
Historical Research students chose a topic of study, wrote 
a research paper and created a project based upon the National 
History Day standards.  The students immersed themselves into 
their topics, which were tied to the theme, “Turning Points in 
History.”  Topics chosen included the Emancipation Proclamation, 

the invention of computers, 
the Depression’s effects on 
American culture, and the 
life of Walt Disney. One 
of the greatest highlights 
of the year were the 
students’ independent field 
trips.  They visited places 
related to their research 
to gain further insight 
into their specific topics. 
Students traveled near and 
far to study WWII at the 
West Point Museum, to 
uncover Pickett’s Charge  
at the Gettysburg battlefield, 
to explore the desegregation 
of sports at the Baseball 
Hall of Fame in New York,
and to be a part of history at 
the Olympic Center Ice
Arena in Lake Placid, NY,
where the U.S. hockey team 

defeated the Soviets in the 1980 Olympics. After completing their 
projects, Katie Snyder (10th) and Elijah Fisher (6th) went on to 
compete in the documentary category at the regional History Day 
competition at Ursinus College, where Elijah earned second place 
and went on to compete at the state competition in Harrisburg.

Studio Art students entered the ACSI Fine Arts Festival in 
Lancaster, PA, where they competed in eight different categories: 
Abstraction, Art Objects, Assembled Art, Commercial Design and 
Visual Order, Image Capture, Narratives and Storytelling, Nature 
and Observation, and Non-Representational.  After thorough 
research, the students created a reflective artwork, illustrating 
what they learned about the concepts and style of their topic. This 
reflective artwork was then entered into the Middle School and 
High School ACSI Festivals for the 8th grade and 9-12th grade.  
Seventeen 6th and 7th graders entered an online competition 

by Paul Q. Fisher, M. Ed.

Small School Does Big Things
Extension Courses 2012-2013

Steven Dougherty, Lexi Chroscinski, Talia Mathew, and Elijah Fisher
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through CelebratingArt.com and were given a guided tour of the 
Philadelphia Art Museum, where they had the opportunity to view 
artworks from many of the artists they studied in class this year.  
Emily Snyder was awarded first place in Non-Representational/3-
Dimensional.   Although the judging for the top ten artworks in 
the online show is still underway, five of the seventeen students 
entered, were asked to have their artwork published in the 
companies fall edition of their book. 

Math Counts students participated in a rigorous extension 
class for the advanced math student.  They prepared for and 
competed in the regional MATHCOUNTS competition held at 
William Tennant High School.  Students studied a variety of word 
problems, stressing applications to science and engineering.  On 
March 2, the students competed in the regional competition at 
William Tennant High School.  They were involved in several 
rounds of competition, with middle school students from Bucks 
and Montgomery counties.  They were the youngest competitors 
present, since schools typically send their 8th grade students as 
representatives.  Expectations are high for this group as they 
mature in the competition.

Students also used the eight steps of the engineering design 
process to create an original board game.  Students worked in pairs 
and followed these steps:  Identify the Problem, Identify Criteria 
and Constraints, Brainstorm Possible Solutions, Generate Ideas, 
Explore Possibilities, Select an Approach, Build a Prototype, and 
Refine the Design.  

Youth and Government participants Danielle Connolly (6th) 
and seventh graders David Curtin, Dean Lewis, Mason McIntyre, 
Maddie Missimer, and Joey Syernick participated in the 67th 
Annual Pennsylvania State YMCA Model Government Convention 
at the Capitol in Harrisburg, PA.  The students wrote bills and 
debated them in committees ranging from Public Health and 
Welfare, Labor and Industry, Transportation, and Environmental 
Energy and Resources. Representatives David Curtin, Mason 
McIntyre, and Joey Syernick successfully defended their bills and 
got them passed in their respective committees.   Advisor, Pete 
Shipman, was very pleased with the students’ work, “Our students 
were the youngest ones there, yet they argued with poise and skill.  
“All of the students grew in their knowledge and application of 
government, public speaking, and parliamentary procedure.  It is 
always great when our students get a chance to compete at the 
State level against hundreds of other students.  The experience is 
always refining.”

Inklings students participated in a literary discussion group 
inspired by the informal literary discussion group associated 
with the University of Oxford, England, for nearly two decades 
between the early 1930s and late 1949.  Notable members of the 
original Inklings were J.R.R. Tolkien and C.S. Lewis.  The original 
Inklings met at The Eagle and Child pub in Oxford, but the CCS 
counterpart met in the headmaster’s conference room.  Students 
read essays on art, primarily film and literature, viewed films, read 
stories, and provided oral and written critiques.  The goal of the 
course is for students to be able to skillfully consider the truth and 
beauty of literature and film by utilizing a theological framework 
informed by a biblical worldview.  The student essays from the 
course will be bound in a hardback volume and catalogued in the 
CCS library.  

Creative Writing students focused their year upon “The Power of 
Words,” with an emphasis on bringing glory to God through the 
written word. Students published their own collections of poetry 
and short stories or novels. The students decorated the school with 
posters containing literary quotes to encourage their peers and the 
faculty. They held a poetry coffeehouse, reciting their poems for an 
audience, and shared from their portfolios at the Extensions Expo.
Chorus students focused upon singing with accuracy and 
confidence. It was exciting to witness moments when individual 
singers discovered new abilities or achieved successes they had 
not thought possible. Over the course of the year, students were 
introduced to multiple genres, including folk songs, spirituals, 
popular, and sacred music. In May, the choruses competed in a 
music festival in Hershey, PA, where the judges awarded the 
elementary chorus with the Award of Excellence and the secondary 
chorus received a rating of “Good.”  Both choruses were awarded 
trophies for their quality work. 
Middle School Engineering students competed in the National 
Engineers Week Future City Competition.  In the competition, 
the students researched an environmental problem and designed a 
solution to the problem.  This year’s problem was rainwater run-
off.  The students planned their cities and built scale models out of 
recycled material. The students also conducted physics experiments 
such as a Rube Goldberg machine drawing and a device to protect 
an egg from a fall.  The students used designing, building, and 
evaluating to better understand the engineering process.
High School Engineering students built several projects this 
year. They worked as teams in competition with others, as 
individuals, and as one large group, depending on the scope of the 
project. Highlighted projects included mousetrap-powered cars, a 
t-shirt cannon, and a catapult.
Integrity Project students developed a “total fitness” plan that 
includes devotions, exercise, and nutrition. Their plans were based 
upon research in biology and health issues. The goal was for the 
students to pursue the healthiest possible version of the body that 
God has given them so that they can better fulfill his purposes for 
their lives.  Students journaled and logged all of their activities.  

Elijah Fisher, Emily Snyder, and Katie Snyder



When  the apostle Paul addresses the church at Philippi, 
he refers to his expected and likely sacrifice of his life for the cause 
of Christ and tells the Philippians that he will count it as joy if 
they will continue in faith, knowing that it has been he, himself, 
who has been the message bearer and example of Christ to them. 
As Christians in modern times, it can be hard to fully appreciate 
the depths of sacrifice that the first century church endured. The 
record of this metaphor provides a tangible and impactful view of 
the breadth of possibility in a life devoted to serving Christ.  Few 
of us can truly understand what this pouring out looks like, but we 
occasionally have the opportunity to spend time with sojourners 
who are living examples of drink offerings. We receive rejuvenation 
and inspiration as we watch those fellow laborers, and are called 
by their very example to our own renewed and joyful sacrifice for 
the cause of Christ.  
    Pete and Summer Shipman have served our community as 
fellow sojourners in our school ministry for nine years, Summer 
as an art and literature teacher and Pete as a history and Bible 
teacher. During their tenure here, they have been blessed with two 
sons, Silas and Isaac.  At the end of this school year their time of 
service to CCS will draw to a close and a new chapter of service 
and ministry will begin for others who will be impacted by the 
reverence for God and sacrificial heart of the Shipman family. 
As an almost ten year veteran of CCS, Mr. Shipman’s service is 
one of spiritual and soulful dedication to relationship. Whether 
individual students, classes, colleagues, or parents, those who 
know Mr. Shipman find that he is a faithful culture warrior.  That 
is to say, he conducts his life both in speech and example in a 
manner that reveals his understanding of God’s continual working 
in the life of his creation and of the ongoing spiritual battle against 

sin and darkness that seeks to oppress the truth and joy of God’s 
spirit. He found his calling in Christ to be specific to education 
and ministry to our students and families. He teaches in a bold 
manner that calls to memory Philippians 2:17. For a long time, 
my interactions with Mr. Shipman were simply observations.  
Often we think that it is primarily only teachers of young children 
that are expected to be the tender, caring sort, but Mr. Shipman’s 
interactions and demeanor with his middle and high school history 
and Bible students struck me, even as I first began to know him, as 
tender, compassionate, and always characteristics of “the second 
mile.” His passion lies in teaching students not just facts and 
details, but how to live righteously as we observe those facts and 
details.
    One day, as I was leading an admissions tour, we were blessed 
to observe the moment that sometimes happens between students 
and teacher. While sometimes known to jump up on the heater 
in excitement about a topic, on this occasion, Mr. Shipman 
was crouched low, close to the u-shaped arrangement of tables 
populated by his students. He was passionately encouraging them 
with a soft and pleading voice, literally reaching out to them with 
his arms, teaching them about the passage in Romans 12, allowing 
them to see that they can know the plan that God has for their 
individual lives,
    “I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that 
ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto 
God, which is your reasonable service. And be not conformed to 
this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, 
that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, 
will of God. For I say, through the grace given unto me, to every 
man that is among you, not to think of himself more highly than 
he ought to think; but to think soberly, according as God hath dealt 
to every man the measure of faith. For as we have many members 
in one body, and all members have not the same office: So we, 
being many, are one body in Christ, and every one members one 
of another.” 
    It was the kind of moment that occurs when a teacher is bold and 
convicted by his responsibility to his students. The conversation, 
coupled with conviction that bathed all of the students in the 
room in a palpable way, was clearly engaging the students’ hearts.  
When accumulated over time, these conversations can profoundly 
impact the current and longer-lasting mindset of students.  These 
expressions of truth are gifts of the most rare variety, and they 
have served to bring Mr. Shipman’s students to deeper relationship  
with Christ. 
    As a minister of truth, Mr. Shipman developed a reputation among 
his students as someone who both offers and accepts frank, honest 
and open discussion.  He does not hesitate to share both the good 
and the bad.  His own foibles and faults are offered as examples, 
so that students who feel isolated in their journey understand that 
their teacher and others have experienced their same struggles and 
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have come to appreciate the joy available to them as they learn 
the freedom found in submission to Christ.  He knows what it 
is to be a shepherd.  He has offered the grace of receiving the 
burdens of confessions of students and then offered continuing 
guidance to those students.  Often, students who had experienced 
that ministering, passed the word along as they connected other 
students who were struggling with sorting through normal and 
sometimes additional struggles of adolescence and living in a fallen 
world.  He particularly recognizes that young Christian men often 
have a dearth of experience with being vulnerable and honest in 
expressing their needs.  He helped to provide a mentor relationship 
to many students, joining with parents to create a net of protection 
and guidance that was trusted because of his transparent love and 
concern for their lives.  I have seen Mr. Shipman’s demeanor shift 
from righteous anger, which he quickly controls, to compassionate 
boldness as he learns of injustice and wrongs done to those under 
his care.  He embodies the virtues that he extols, and lives out 
the concept of the tender warrior, which he passionately extols his 
young charges to emulate. 
    Mr. Shipman has also embodied the values of the CCS motto, 
Educating for Life.  As he and Headmaster Paul Fisher worked 
through their master’s degree coursework at Philadelphia Biblical 
University (now Cairn), he became aware of critical truths that 
impacted his philosophy of education. Together, they shared 
their studies, ideas, and engaged in formative conversation while 
sharing rides to and from their classes, culminating in a vision 
for authentic Christian education that nurtures spiritual formation 
among CCS students.  He possesses a restless spirit that desires a 
more faithful model for Christian education, often charging into 
administrative offices to share his ideas or convictions for our 
shared ministry.   If the status quo is not best, he cannot abide it.  
Mr. Shipman served as an agitator.  He and Mr. Fisher would goad 
one another on as they wrestled with a new vision of Christian 
school ministry.  The process helped him move, as he characterizes, 
beyond the role of Christ salesman to a partnership with God in 
what the Lord was already doing in the lives of students.  During 
this time, he further clarified his passion for understanding and 
expressing philosophies of Christian education, particularly in 
contrast with humanistic education models.  As he experienced 
the reality of education authentically taught through Christ, he 
was propelled, in tandem with Mr. Fisher, to discuss and research 
methods and models to more effectively impact his history and 
Bible students.  It was at his urging that CCS adopted the Omnibus 
curriculum that offers the broad expanse of history, theology, and 
literature throughout the course of Western Civilization through 
the use of primary texts.  It is a course of rigor, requiring a level 
of instructional knowledge and commitment to quality that has 
continued to be cultivated and nurtured as we are in our fourth 
year of instructing in this manner. This was our first step toward 
what became our commitment to classical Christian school content 
and methodology. 
    Mr. Shipman’s legacy does not belong only to his interpersonal  
strengths with his students or to our classical model but also to 
innovative culture-building initiatives that are sure to become 
hallmarks of what it means to be a Coventry Kid.  The secondary 
house system was initiated and developed by Mr. Shipman. As the 
secondary school principal, it was his leadership and example as a 
benevolent monarchist, his governmental ideal that mimics Godly 
authority, that moved CCS from having popularly elected student 

government to a house leadership program that truly develops 
spiritual leadership in the student body. He is a proponent of 
the philosophy of the upside down kingdom, where the greatest 
become the least in order to serve their fellow students. Under his 
leadership, the house system received the nurturing and training 
to develop house crests and Latin mottos, and he led the choosing 
of the modern era Christian heroes of faith whose names represent 
each house.  The faculty and student body have embraced a pattern 
for a sense of heraldry and public reverence for upholding faith 
and virtue.  
    Learning how to be an effective Christian educator is a constant 
refinement process.  At CCS, we have been blessed with a faculty 
culture of collegiality and community; there is a synergy that 
propels one another to continue to seek the best service for our 
students.  Pete credits Mark Niehls, CCS founder and longtime 
superintendent, as a looming influence in his life and constant 
example of what it means to serve. The lineage of observed 
dedication and blessing of nurture that happens to younger leaders 
as they observe and receive the blessing of their elder fellow 
servants allows a school like CCS to be blessed into perpetuity as 
servant leaders mature and carry on those hallmark traits.
    The culture and foundation of Coventry Christian Schools 
will be long impacted by the pouring out of service offered by 
Mr. Peter Shipman.  He was indeed here for such a time as this.  
He has pursued fulfillment of Deuteronomy 6:3-8, modeling it 
for his colleagues and students:  “Love the Lord your God with 
all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength. 
These commandments that I give you today are to be on your 
hearts. Impress them on your children. Talk about them when 
you sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you lie 
down and when you get up.”  Mr. Shipman’s faithful offering of 
peaceful service, joyful expressions of vision, and his reverence 
and passion for teaching have been foundational in shaping the 
manner in which we have and will continue to serve and seek to 
offer our highest expression of love and service to God at Coventry 
Christian Schools.
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athletes.  Others are now working at CCS.  Several now send their 
own children to CCS.  One of the coaches, John Cutillo, is back 
coaching CCS basketball.  Of the twenty-five people in the picture, 
twelve of them are still directly connected to or involved with CCS 
fifteen years later. As the years trickle by, the pictures continue to 
improve.
    From these humble beginnings, CCS sports started off with a 
bang.  Once we finally scraped together enough games to begin 
tracking sports seasons, we experienced immediate success.  In 
the 2002-2003 school year, CCS finally graduated its first senior 
class, and by that time had established seven interscholastic sports 
teams—and not one of them had a losing record that year.  Varsity 
Girls’ Field Hockey: 3-3; MS Soccer: 8-3; JV Soccer: 7-1; MS 
Girls’ Basketball: 12-4; Varsity Girls’ Basketball: 8-8; MS Boys’ 
Basketball: 15-3; Varsity Boys’ Basketball: 13-6. 
    Field hockey was dropped the following year to make room 
for middle school and varsity volleyball, as CCS joined with four 
other schools to found and establish the Southeastern Pennsylvania 
Athletic Conference (SEPAC).  In 2003-2004, five of the eight 
sports teams again finished with winning records. 

The year was 1997, and the month was September. I do not 
know the date because there is no mention of it on the page I am 
examining.  All I have is the picture—a raggedy looking group 
of eighteen boys and girls all mixed together, wearing what I can 
only assume are soccer uniforms because the picture is of the CCS 
soccer team—the first interscholastic sports team in CCS history.  
Everyone has big smiles on their faces.  I assume there was also a 
basketball team that winter.  The page says “Basketball,” but there 
is no picture.  I do not know the records.  I do not even know how 
many games were played.  All I have is the picture.
    The next year is a little better.  Still a raggedy mix of boys 
and girls, but this time there are twenty—and they are all middle 
schoolers. (At that time, CCS only went up to eighth grade.) There 
are also three coaches: Steve Channell, Mark Legwant, and John 
Cutillo.  Girls’ basketball is also pictured.  There appear to be eight 
players.
    Looking back, I cannot help feeling a little nostalgic.  I know 
the success that awaits these young faces in the years to come.  It 
was only fifteen years ago, but a lot can happen in fifteen years. 
Some of the students in these pictures went on to become college 
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    In this early period, all four of the men’s teams went four years 
or more without a single losing season: MS Boys’ Soccer (2002-
2007), Varsity Boys’ Soccer (2002-2007), MS Boys’ Basketball 
(2002-2006), and Varsity Boys’ Basketball (2002-2008). All in all, 
from 2002-2008, CCS teams combined for a total overall record 
of 290W - 264L 
- 9T in all sports 
(MEN: 194W - 94L 
- 9T; WOMEN: 
96W - 170L – 0T), 
and were crowned 
SEPAC champions 
five times: Varsity 
Boys’ Soccer (2004, 
2005, 2007), Varsity 
Boys’ Basketball 
(2006, 2007).
    Becoming a 
member of a stable, 
respected league 
had been one of the 
long-term goals of 
the athletic program 
since its outset, 
and building on the 
success of these 
early athletes and 
their teams, CCS was 
finally admitted to 
the larger and more 
prestigious Atlantic 
Coast Christian 
Athletic Conference 
(ACCAC) in the 
fall of 2008.  The 
dedication and 
commitment of 
these early athletes, 
parents, coaches, and fans over the course of many years had 
finally helped turn “that little Christian school” into a respected 
competitor in our local athletic community.
     While entering the ACCAC marked a lifetime goal of the 
athletic program, it was not the end, but the beginning. Growth 
and success brought new challenges, and being part of a respected 
league meant facing a higher level of competition—and more 
often. On the whole, CCS teams struggled for several years after 
entering the ACCAC, as this new generation of athletes continued 
to forge ahead on a higher plane of competition. 
     Every team has ups and downs, and in general, CCS teams are 
currently on the upswing. After a rough couple of years following 
our induction into the ACCAC, CCS teams are beginning to 
rack up wins again. In the past two years, CCS teams have gone 
68W-172L-5T in all sports (MEN: 42W-75L-2T; WOMEN: 
26W-97L-3T). Since entering the ACCAC, several CCS teams 
have also experienced great success. In 2009, the middle school 
girls’ basketball team won the ACCAC championship. Last year 
(2012), the middle school boys’ basketball team also won the ACCAC 
championship, going undefeated in league competition (10W-0L).
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     This year, our varsity girls’ volleyball team finished with a winning 
record of 8W-7L, which was good enough for second place in their 
ACCAC South Division. Varsity Boys’ Basketball went 7W-11L 
this season against tough competition, battling several injuries and 
coming off of a 9W-9L record last year under new head coach, 

John Niehls, 
who has the 
team’s sights set 
on the ACCAC 
Championsh ip 
for this coming 
winter.  This 
spring, in their 
first ever ACCAC 
season, our 
middle school 
girls’ soccer team 
also started off 
strong, going 
3W-4L-3T under 
head coaches 
Jeff Hunsberger 
and Ray Haas. 
Our varsity 
girls’ soccer 
team got off to 
a rocky restart 
after missing last 
year’s season, but 
competed well 
despite several 
severe injuries, 
squeezing out one 
win over Valley 
Forge Baptist. 
The future looks 
bright for these 
young teams, and 

we expect great things in the years to come.
    Looking back, CCS has come a long way in fifteen years.  
Looking ahead, we still have a long way to go.  Some of us have 
already lived long enough to see many early athletic goals and 
visions realized (joining the SEPAC in 2003; joining the ACCAC in 
2008; completion of the Events Center in 2010; graduating several 
1000-point scorers and 100-goal scorers, as well as athletes who 
went on to compete in all three NCAA division classifications).  
Some of us have the privilege of working towards new goals 
(winning an ACCAC championship in every sport; building a new 
soccer field; putting a new floor in the Events Center; continuing 
to develop and graduate talented athletes).  And finally, some of 
us will have to step up to establish and work towards the goals of 
tomorrow, whatever they may be. But through it all, one vision 
will remain constant: Training up young men and women of God 
who are equipped to lead and to serve in their communities, in 
whatever role and capacity that God has in store for them. We are 
excited about what God has done, is doing, and will continue to do 
through our athletic program.  Our heritage is a proud one, and the 
future is bright indeed.



 At Project Purpose, our staff and volunteers have one vision: 
to love our underserved neighbors. We believe that God has called 
us to serve the nearly 250 underserved families that live within 
walking distance of Project Purpose. We believe that loving 
the low-income students who live in our neighborhood means 
addressing their educational and spiritual needs.  We believe that 
Christ loves these neighbors; this is why, for the past two years, 
Project Purpose has been working in Pottstown.
 Over these past two years, we have grown from a small team 
of 15 volunteers into a community of over 100 servants.  We have 
transformed from a start-up into an established non-profit service.  
We have gone from an organization new to the field of development 
to one that is finding success in its programs. Through God’s 
unstoppable strength we are experiencing uncountable successes. 

How Far God has Brought Us
 As we look back over the past two years we can plainly see 
how God is working through Project Purpose.  While His work 
cannot be diminished to a set of numbers, these numbers provide a 
glimpse into the effectiveness of His work.
3 Core Programs
 Project Purpose serves the low-income students of Pottstown 
through three core programs: after-school, k-12th tutoring, Project 

Garden (a community garden for our families), and Summer 
Scholars (a high school summer credit-completion program).  
Through these three programs, God is allowing us to connect with 
our underserved neighbors. 
95 Students
 Project Purpose currently serves 95 low-income, kindergarten-
12th grade students through our three core programs.  Our hope is 
to meet the needs of entire families, so many of our students are 
siblings.  Project Purpose serves 35 families through tutoring, the 
garden, and Summer Scholars.  We focus on families because we 
believe that this is part of the solution to physical, educational, and 
spiritual poverty.  When families become involved with Project 
Purpose they become Coventry Christian families, and their 
children become Coventry Kids.  Through interacting with our 
volunteers, they begin to experience the love, hope, and joy that 
comes with belonging to a Christian community; through our love, 
these families are experiencing the love of Christ. 
114 Volunteers
 Over the past two years God has brought to us over 110 
passionate and skilled volunteers.  Yet, before we even began, God 
was working in the hearts of individuals to become invested in the 
lives of our underserved neighbors.  This was how God brought 
me to my role with Project Purpose.  I had never heard of Project 
Purpose when God started laying tutoring the underserved of 
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Jesus answered,
“The most important is, ‘Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one.

And you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul
and with all your mind and with all your strength.’

The second is this:
‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’

There is no other commandment greater than these.”
(Mark 12: 29-31)

By The 
Numbers

by Rachel Kratz

Project Purpose Celebrates
Two Years

of Loving Neighbors

Project Purpose
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Pottstown on my heart.  When I heard about the work that was 
happening in Pottstown, I immediately began as a volunteer tutor.  
Within days of receiving our initial grant from the Pottstown 
Area Health and Wellness Foundation, I was hired as the assistant 
director, the only paid staff person of our ministry.  Through my 
elementary education training at Messiah College, experiences 
in teaching and interning for a non-profit in Rwanda, and time 
tutoring in inner-city Harrisburg, God had prepared me for my role 
with Project Purpose. 
 While my role is an essential part of Project Purpose’s 
effectiveness, our greatest assets are those who serve through 
tutoring, cooking, mentoring, teaching, and gardening.  Project 
Purpose’s 114 volunteers are pastors, businessmen and women, 
youth, artists, nurses, and teachers.  Many of our volunteers have 
no training in the field of education but are driven by their passion 
to love their neighbors in Pottstown and to meet these families’ 
spiritual and educational needs.  Some of the 114 volunteers 
serve on Wednesdays, some on Sundays, and some on both days.  
They volunteer at least two hours a week on-sight, but many 
more hours off-site.  They often call or text their student the day 
before tutoring; they invite their student over to their homes; they 
never cease praying that God will work through them in the life 
of their student.  They serve through His power; they are able to 
find strength that allows them to continue serving because they are 
serving as a community of believers.
7 Churches
 God has also brought us seven core churches that believe in 
the mission and work of Project Purpose:  Abundant Life Bible 
Church in Trappe, Chesmont Church of Christ in Pottstown, Hope 
Community Church in Gilberstville, Journey Church in Limerick/
Phoenixville, NorthPonite Community Church in Limerick, 
Parkerford Church in Pottstown, and Spring Valley Community 
Church in Royersford.  Like our volunteers, the partnership we 
experience with these seven churches is one of our greatest assets.  
Over the past two years, these seven churches have supported 
us through praying, volunteering, and giving.  Their partnership 
is a unique part of our ministry.  God is using these churches to  
bless Project Purpose, the families we serve, and Coventry 
Christian Schools.  

$42,500
 Considering the work that Project Purpose does, we have 
a relatively low operating budget.  This is possible because of 
the thousands of hours volunteers invest in our programs.  God 
has provided for our 2013 financial needs through those seven 
churches, many individuals, two grant-making organizations, 
and one Coventry Christian School.  The Coventry Christian 
Schools board of trustees recently approved $6,000 of the 2013-
14 school year budget to be put towards the work of Project 
Purpose  As we look ahead, we hope to continue on the path of 
financial sustainability through the continued giving of churches, 
individuals, and the school.  

Hope for the Future
 Now in our third year, it is evident that Project Purpose will 
continue to move forward in serving the underserved families of 
Pottstown.  We will continue to grow and be dependent on God to 
show us what His vision is for Project Purpose.
3 Greatest Needs
 As we look toward the future, we hope that God provides for 
our three greatest needs: financial stability and continued support 
of the full-time assistant director position, individuals to commit 
to praying for our work, and individuals who desire to invest 
in the lives of their students to begin to serve through tutoring 
(specifically men to work with our middle and high school boys).  
As more students come to us for help, we are always in need of 
new volunteers to tutor, cook, garden, and teach.  One verse that 
continues to be a theme for Project Purpose is Matthew 9:38, 
which says, “Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out 
workers into his harvest field.”  At Project Purpose, we continue to 
have hope in Him to meet our needs.  
1 Vision
 We hope that God will use Project Purpose to grow His kingdom 
in Pottstown.  We hope that God will move more Christians to 
serve through us to carry out Mark 12:31.  We hope that God will 
allow us to continue to love our underserved neighbors.
For more information on our three core programs and ways that 
you can get involved, please visit www.project-purpose.org.

by Rachel Kratz



To this day, my upper school students can still (most 
of the time) complete the Bible passage I taught them in sixth 
grade from Judges 17:6.  I would begin the verse, “and in those 
days, Israel had no king  . . .” and the students would finish, “and 
everyone did as they saw fit.”  It’s an easy one-liner that defines 
the times during the Judges:  lawless covenant-broken anarchy.  I 
hope they never forget it.
We know all too well the cycle of the judges:  We sin, God sends 
punishment, we repent and cry out to God for help, God forgives, 
and we are restored to fellowship once again.  We are a “forgetful” 
people, and it has been our story since the beginning.  In order 
to continually remind His people of His covenant, God instituted 
regular reminders in the form of regular holy days, seasons, feasts, 
and celebrations.
When we failed to remember the “goodness of the Lord,” God 
sent prophets.  We often think of prophets as crazy fortune tellers.  
They are often depicted this way; however, prophets were more 
like lawyers – covenant enforcement mediators. They came to 
remind and warn. Prophets are essential to the community of 
God’s people.  They always have been and always will be.
     At every turning point in Salvation history, prophets spoke of 
remembering the goodness of God and His Word.  The book of 
Deuteronomy is one big reminder.  The word “Deuteronomy” is 
a transliteration from the original Hebrew that simply means “say 
it again.”  It is the recording of Moses’ last words to the Israelites 
before they entered into the Promised Land. And Moses said 
nothing new.  He simply reminded the people of what he had been 
saying all along:  “Be careful to follow every command I am giving 

you today, so that you may live and increase and may enter and 
possess the land the Lord promised on oath to your ancestors . . . man 
does not live on bread alone but on every word that comes from the 
mouth of the Lord.” (Deuteronomy 8: 1-3, NIV)  Solomon writes, 
“Where there is no vision, the people perish, but he who keeps 
the law, happy is he.” (Proverbs 29:18, KJV)  The word translated 
“vision” carries with it the idea of prophetic revelation, while the 
word translated “perish” is utilized elsewhere in similar context 
to express a total loss of moral direction and discipline, such as 
when the Israelites degenerated into building and worshipping the 
golden calf at the foot of Mt. Sinai. The NIV and ESV translate 
it, “cast off restraint.”  In other words, when God’s will is not our 
vision, is not the lens through which we view life and make our 
decisions, our discernment gets twisted, and we develop a false 
vision of reality that leads to destruction.  The lowest times in the 
life of ancient Israel were preceded by times when God’s word was 
collecting dust in the corner of their national archives. 
     Like our forbearers, we too can be forgetful.  Slowly, but surely, 
we replace God’s word as the central authority in our lives and 
begin to “worship created things rather than the Creator.” (Romans 
1)  It is a slow fade.  Like the Israelites, we begin to categorize 
truth into separate parts, relegating God’s law to the temple alone.  
We see God’s word as “religious truth” that is good for our “soul” 
and “the afterlife,” but when it comes to “real world” problems, we 
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look to other experts to raise our families, solve our relationship 
problems, etc.  We look to psychologists, politicians, columnists, 
and pseudo-gospel preachers rather than God’s holy, inerrant, and 
infallible word.  Our vision slowly fades.  
     In no other place have I seen this slow neglect more evident 
than in American education.  Just as the Israelites turned from 
God’s word and worshipped graven images, our country no 
longer sees the word of God as the central authority to “guide us 
home.”  Pluralistic religion, tolerance for its own sake, education 
for economic and political gain alone, and technology as its own 
end rule the value system of our government schools.  To read 
an excellent critique of our modern education system’s “gods,” 
I suggest Neil Postman’s The End of Education.  The irony is 
that he is a secular sociology professor at New York University.    
I saw an ad the other day that typifies the irony of our current 
educational climate.  The ad shows two pictures – a young boy in 
school with his head down on his desk, chained-up Bible before 
him, and a prisoner, sitting on his bed in his cell reading the Bible.  
The caption reads, “Both government institutions – one prohibits 
[schools] the reading of the Bible within its walls, while the other 
[prisons] encourages the reading of the Bible within its walls.”  
While I understand that the issue is much deeper than encouraging 
Bible reading in the schools, it provides commentary on the sad 
state of affairs.  I cannot help but think of Isaiah’s words, “Woe to 
those who call evil good and good evil, who put darkness for light 
and light for darkness, who put bitter for sweet and sweet for 
bitter.” (5:20) 
     While we cannot control the direction that the public chooses 
to take, we must reaffirm our commitment to the word of God and 
the faith of our fathers as the firm foundation for the education of 
our children.  While we want to be excellent for the glory of God, 
he will call us faithful not by our SAT scores, college acceptance 
list, or job placement rate, but by the extent to which we rely upon 
God’s word as the central authority in our school and in the lives 
of our families.  Passing on our faith to our children is not a side-
note to education; it is education. God alone must be our vision, for 
where there is no vision, our children perish.

Sharing Our Vision:   
Homecoming and Founder’s Dinner 2013

It is our highest aim to lead our children to abundant life.  
Our Latin motto, ut vitam habeant, that they may have life, 
succinctly expresses our ministry’s ultimate aim.  Such a 
lofty endeavor is only attainable through the grace of God 
given to us daily as we minister to our children with His 
vision.  Loss of vision leads to mission drift, and mission 
drift leads to the fading of our children’s vision.  They will 
find it increasingly difficult to find abundant life if we do 
not make a habit of periodically refocusing our vision, 
calibrating it with God’s vision.

Homecoming weekend, October 11-13, is a wonderful 
time of celebrating the CCS story—past, present, and 
future.  Soccer and volleyball games, the fall festival, 
Sunday worship, and Sunday evening’s Founder’s Dinner 
are all being planned with this spirit of celebration in 
mind.  However, the weekend is also about renewing our 
commitment to God’s vision for us.

We are so pleased that Dr. Benjamin Carson will be speaking 
on the topic, “The Role of Faith in American Education.”  
Coventry Christian Schools is not a pioneer in Christian 
education.  We stand on the shoulders of those who have 
gone before us, imparting vision to generations of young 
people to whom we owe a debt of gratitude.  The founding 
fathers of this great nation received a classical Christian 
education and built a society that found its vision in God’s 
word.  We are part of a great heritage of founders that laid 
a solid foundation for our work together.  Dr. Carson will 
share an enlightening and convicting message that will help 
us to reflect upon the past, evaluate the present, and provide 
courage and insight in focusing our vision for the future as 
we seek to educate our children ut vitam habeant.



 In my first year as Director of Advancement, I have been 
amazed and humbled by the many ways supporters of the Coventry 
Kids extend themselves and generously support the school and 
its mission to serve Pottstown and the Tri-County area.  I am so 
privileged to witness CCS making a huge difference in the lives of 
our students and in the community!  
 This year’s Coventry Kids Annual Fund kicked off with a great 
start! Trustees and administrators gave over $24,000, and the 
school’s faculty and staff added over $26,000.  To these amounts, 
friends of CCS contributed over $15,000 through Pennsylvania’s 
Educational Improvement Tax Credit (EITC) fund.
 We are endeavoring to expand the number of businesses 
participating in the EITC program on behalf of CCS.  If you are 
the owner of a small business, please contact the development 
office to learn more about this program and how your business can 
participate on behalf of the Coventry Kids. 
 Last fall’s Founders Dinner saw the establishment of the 
Mark E. Niehls Endowment for Scholarships to support ongoing 
financial aid to deserving students. We are grateful for the support 
this initiative received in its inauguration!  
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Advancing Toward 30
by Mark E. Niehls

 In January, I was once again privileged to spend a week in 
Arizona with both old and new friends of CCS and attend the sixth 
annual Wheeler-Davis Endowment benefit golf tournament.  This 
year’s trip was the most successful to date, raising over $8,000 
for this endowment, which provides scholarships for underserved 

youth. CCS alumni and friends should consider heading to Phoenix 
in January to join us for next year’s tournament.
 The eighth annual Coventry Challenge 5K/1 mile Fun Run/
Walk was a big success, not only continuing to draw many 
participants from the local community and beyond to our campus, 
but exceeding the $20,000 fundraising goal.  The annual Preschool 
Jog-A-Thon raised an additional $1,000 to benefit preschool.
 The school’s Parent, Teachers and Others (PTO) organization’s 
April 19th annual auction drew 110 people and netted nearly 
$28,000 to be used in support of special projects yet to be chosen 
on behalf of our students.
 As we anticipate celebrating the school’s 30th academic year in 
2013-14, the fall homecoming weekend, October 11-13, is shaping 
up and will culminate with the Founders Dinner on Sunday, 
October 13, featuring a presentation by Dr. Benjamin Carson, this 
year’s featured speaker. 



by Charis Wise, 10th Grade

 Some people already feel that they know with one- hundred-
percent certainty the correct answer; others might not be as sure. 
 The question here is not, “Should Christians only read non-
Christian books,” nor, “Should Christians read non-Christian 
books instead of Christian ones?” The real question is, “Should 
we read non-Christian books as well as Christian books?” The 
point that is in no way debatable is that the scriptures provide us 
with the only cohesive and consistent worldview. The Bible is the 
only source of pure truth. Everything written in it is reliable and 
historically accurate. This book will always be consistent and can 
be used to gain knowledge about the problems we confront in our 
everyday culture. 
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 Although people may have different views about reading 
non-Christian books, we cannot deny that even non-Christian 
worldviews, no matter how faulty, are rarely (if ever) entirely 
false. Every religion, worldview, or culture does present some 
element of truth, even if incomplete or largely misguided.  Just 
because the author might not be a Christian does not mean that 
she does not have something significant to say, something worth 
knowing. Albert Einstein was an agnostic, but that does not mean 
that his discoveries are not significant. 
 There is a thin line between reading a book and becoming what 
we read about. As Christians, we can read a broad array of books 
for our personal benefit, but only if we read with discernment.  
We should read books like Mein Kampf to further our education 
and broaden our horizons past where we live and have religious 
freedom. Mein Kampf is written by one of the most evil men in 
all of history. Adolf Hitler was not a Christian man; some even 
believed he was the anti-Christ, but that should not stop us from 
reading what made his mind think the way he did. We need to 
discern between right and wrong while we are in the process of 
opening our minds to new ideas and other people’s thoughts. 
 This, of course, does not mean that we are encouraged to fill our 
minds with perverse or evil ideas, but we should be encouraged 
to read books that accurately portray evil and its consequences.  
Evil is a part of the world we live in. We are a fallen race, and  
it is unrealistic to think that we can block out the evil that 
surrounds us. 
 The last and possibly the most important part of this  
controversial subject is this: As we establish our own under-
standing of what books we will and will not read, we must 
respect the parameters that other Christians have chosen to set for 
themselves and their families.  We need to respect the fact that not 
all people are going to agree with our views.  Everyone has free 
will, and with that we are given to our own opinions. What one 
person might find profitable, another might find destructive.
 Christians should read a variety of books, regardless of the 
author’s religious or philosophical views.  Non-Christian books 
can help us to understand those with different views so that we 
can more effectively share the truth as we understand it through 
Christ and can even surprise us with unique insights into the truth.  
We need to remember to read with discernment if we do chose to 
read non-Christian literature so that we can learn about unbiblical 
views and lifestyles but not conform to the false and destructive 
ideas in the books.

Should Christians
Read Non -Chris tian Books?

“Do not conform any longer to the pattern 
of this world, but be transformed by the 

renewing of your mind.  Then you 
will be able to test and approve what 

God’s will is—his good, pleasing, 
and perfect will.”  

Romans 12:2
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 “At 16, I went from being a starter on Pottstown’s football 
team to sitting in a room of  12-year-olds in Mr. Russell’s Bible 
class.”  Staring at Nathan Smoyer’s bearded face on my Google 
Plus window, I broke into a big smile as he reminded me of how 
bad his schedule was as a junior transfer student. While Nathan 
was clean-shaven during his high school years at CCS, he was 
still a big boy, and his commanding—if beardless—presence in the 
middle of a 7th grade Bible class could only be explained by God’s 
sovereign plan for Nathan’s life.  
 At three, Nathan and his mother and sister left his father.  
Growing up, the instability his family created an existential 
dilemma for him.  It was clear to Nathan that he was driven and 
gifted in many areas, but he had no driving purpose toward which 
to direct his energies.  His existence was arbitrary, with no clear 
meaning or destination.  Changing schools was something he was 
compelled to do, but to this day he cannot really articulate more 
than a sense of restlessness that prompted the move.  
 In 2002, while a sophomore at Pottstown High School, Nathan 
was carrying a 4.0 GPA.  During an honors biology class, his teacher 
asked the students to consider the meaning of their existence.  
Nathan’s response had remained unchanged since first pondering 
such questions in the fifth grade, “When you don’t have anyone to 
direct those questions to, or you don’t have anyone pouring into 
you in a way that answers those questions, you decide that you 
just exist, you’re just here.”  While the teacher did not provide the 

answer to his questions, he stirred the questions in Nathan again 
and became one more vessel for God’s calling upon his life.
 While he wasn’t exactly a social butterfly, one of his close 
friends, with whom he shared a passion for BMX, was John Perich 
(’03). When Nathan decided he probably wasn’t going to play 
football in college and began to grow discontent at Pottstown, 
John persuaded him to take a look at CCS. In a matter of weeks, 
Nathan’s mother had enrolled him at CCS. While his restlessness at 
Pottstown motivated him to make a change, he did not easily make 
friends at CCS. “I was all business.  I remember being kind of cold, 
not interested in engaging or talking with anyone.  I definitely did 
not relate to my classmates immediately.  I didn’t go into CCS with 
an open heart and mind.  My thinking was more like,  ‘I’m not here 
not make friends with you people.’  
 Nathan recounted the change in his disposition, “The 
interesting icebreaker between me and some classmates was when 
I was on crutches.  I don’t remember why, but I had to ask others 
for help, and it really broke down some barriers.”  Odds are that 
the injury was due to his BMX activities.  Nathan has always been 
that big guy on a little bike.  God has a way of redeeming our 
passions for his purposes.  In this case, one of Nathan’s long list 
of sport and stunt injuries served to open his heart to the love of 
Christ.  His budding relationships with his peers and his teachers, 
especially Mr. Russell, led to his decision to surrender his life to 
Christ in April of his junior year.  
 While CCS served Nathan by providing a place to discover the 
answers to the life questions he had been asking for years, outside 
of CCS, Nathan was cultivating his own service to the Pottstown 
community.  Starting at the age of 14, Nathan took the lead role 
in developing Trilogy Park, Pottstown’s BMX and skate park.  
During all four years of high school, Nathan generated support in 
the community, at Borough Hall, and in the large BMX community 
for Pottstown’s very own first rate BMX facility. In 2004, shortly 
before graduating from CCS, Nathan was able to see his labor 
culminate in the incorporation of Trilogy and its designation 
as a non-profit organization. He assisted with the logistics  
and was vice-president for four years, through 2008, providing 
leadership that helped Triology to become a nationally recognized  
BMX track.   
 Many of our readers will recall Passionfest, a Christian music 
and sports festival geared toward families and youth and held from 
2006 to 2009.  Two years after graduating from CCS, Nathan and 
a team of Christians from the Tri-County Area believed that God 
would use an event like Passionfest to reach out to disinterested 

by Paul Q. Fisher, M. Ed.

Nathan Smoyer ’04

A Reason
for Existence

Alumni Spotlight
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youth in the area. Nathan’s gift for marketing and his passion 
for x-sports such as BMX resulted in perhaps the best-attended 
festival in the history of Pottstown.  Nathan still loves to talk about 
the way the vision became a reality,  “The idea was to ‘not put on a 
big church picnic.’  In 2009 we hosted 18,000 people.  Pottstown is 
a town of 22,000.  We did not advertise as a Christian festival, and 
then we used it to evangelize.  I’m not really sure of all the seeds 
that were planted, but I am so glad I got to be a part of that.”
Nathan’s journey from high school through college took seven 
years, but by the time Nathan graduated from Central Penn College 
with a BS in marketing, he had more organizational and promotional 
experience on his resume than many professionals have even years 
after earning their degrees.  He began his professional marketing 
experience when he and a partner incorporated Chatterbox 
Marketing.  While finishing up college, launching Chatterbox, and 
organizing and promoting a world record pie fight in the Harrisburg 
area, Nathan used his BMX prowess by being an MC and rider 
for Dialed Action Sports Team, which uses BMX demonstrations 
to wow kids and to carry important life lessons to school groups. 
Due to differences in vision and what Nathan calls a “series of bad 
decisions,” he and his partner closed Chatterbox in 2011.  “It was 
a crazy moment when I quit Chatterbox.  I had nothing lined up.  I 
actually posted on my blog,  “I’m leaving this area soon but I have 
no idea where or for what.”
 Less than two months after closing the business, Nathan sold 
virtually everything he owned to move to Bellingham, Washington, 
where he is now working on the cutting edge of social media and 
marketing software for Logos, a Bible software company that 
seeks to redeem Internet software and social media to build up 
the Church.  He chuckled, recounting his friends’ response to his 
decision, “When I announced my plans, people were like, ‘You’re 
going to just pick everything up and move across the country?’  
Why not?”  He never really viewed it as his decision to make.  
He had been praying for direction, and when a friend shared the 
Logos opportunity with him, he believed it was the answer to his 
prayer. Just as God had orchestrated the path that led him to the 
answers he needed the most when he first found himself at CCS, 

He had provided opportunities and developed gifts in Nathan that 
uniquely equipped him to serve the Kingdom with Logos.  “It’s 
not what I decided for myself.  I was picked up and moved.  It was 
more than possible for me to continue to grow and bear fruit in 
Harrisburg, but certainly God has intentions for me to do bigger 
and better things than what I was doing, and if moving me across 
the country was his way to facilitate that, then I was all for it.”
 The move to Bellingham was a pivotal point for Nathan.  At 16, 
he had no answers to life’s biggest questions.  At 23, he thought he 
had all of the answers and found himself stagnant and uninspired 
in his work and walk with Christ.  In Bellingham, God introduced 
key people and experiences into his life, primarily through friends 
he was making at his church. His new life has led to a series of 
encounters with God that have revolutionized his approach to his 
faith. For Nathan, everything has come into focus, and much of it 
has been due to his embracing Christian community.  It was a study 
of Acts through Ekklesia, a Christian young adult fellowship, that 
convicted him of his need to be mentored and discipled in Christian 
community.  He has been seeking to make the church a central part 
of his life.  The result?  “This idea of devotion to God and my faith 
is no longer just a part of my life—a portion of my identity.  This 
is not my political statement.  It is my reason for existence, my 
reason behind everything I do and everything I don’t do.”

“This idea of devotion to God and my faith
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my reason behind everything I do

and everything I don’t do.”
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Summer Day Camp
June 17-August 23

Summers the way they were 
                meant to be.

Enroll at 
http://coventrychristian.com/summer_day_camp


