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elcome

How do we worship God in a way that pleases him? As God-fearing 
Christians, we all face this question throughout our walk with the 
Lord. In James 1:27 we are given an answer to this question. “Religion 
that God our Father accepts as pure and faultless is this: to look after 
orphans and widows in their distress and to keep oneself from being 
polluted by the world.” In part, God calls us to care for orphans 
because it helps us to understand what God, our Father, has done for 
us. He has rescued us from a life of destitution and abandonment. He 
has chosen us. He has welcomed us into His family and made us heirs 
to the throne of Glory. “�anks be to God for His indescribable gift.” 
(2 Cor. 9:15)  

by John Mark Niehls

            ecently, my family 

attended a party hosted 

by some close friends.  

�e party was celebrating 

the finalization of their 

daughter’s adoption! �e 

adoption process had been 

challenging, and they were 

thankful that God had 

seen them through. What 

a powerful testimony of 

their desire to serve God 

by welcoming a new child 

into their family, of their 

willingness to choose her. I 

know that God is glorified 

by their obedience to His 

call. Many reading this 

article have answered 

God’s call to adoption, 

and for that I thank and 

commend you. Your acts 

of love are worship.

to the FamilyW
R
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In many cultures, a person’s family tree is very 
significant. It is natural for someone to take pride in 
his or her family heritage. Most of us know family 
members or friends who have gone to great effort to 
map their family tree. When an adoption takes place, 
an individual is grafted into another family. �is 
process takes a great deal of care, patience, and love. 
With the Lord’s guidance and blessing, the new branch 
of the family can flourish and grow, undetectable from 
the other branches and bringing about a fuller and 
more flourishing tree. In Romans chapter 11, Paul uses 
similar imagery with Jewish and Gentile Christians in 
the early Church. Lest any of them believe that they 
are greater than their brethren, Paul reminds them that 
both Jews and Gentiles flourish because they spring 
from the same root that never changes - Jesus Christ 

our Lord. Parents of natural and adopted children have 
a unique opportunity to experience this aspect of God’s 
love. What a blessing! 

At Coventry Christian Schools, we serve as a partner 
to families from a diverse set of backgrounds and 
circumstances.  We also serve as a support to local 
churches, offering a third strand in the education of 
students - first at home, then at church, and then at 
school. We are honored and take very seriously the 
task that God has given us - to welcome you into our 
CCS family and to partner with you in a community 
of academic excellence, nurturing your children in the 
faith, hope and love of Jesus Christ, equipping them to 
serve God and others. 

Each year at Coventry Christian Schools, we welcome 
a new group of Coventry Kids, and these new students 
typically represent about 20% of our student body. 
�is year is no exception as we have welcomed 67 new 

students (and counting) which is precisely 20% of our 
325 Coventry Kids. What an honor it is that you have 
chosen us! I especially enjoy watching the way that 
these new students quickly become grafted into our 
school and become a part of the CCS family. Welcome!

In this edition of Insight you will read a number of 
different stories about our CCS family as well as some 
of the activities, programs, and life taking place here 
at our school. You will also find a few articles that 
articulate aspects of a Biblical worldview, which we are 
trying to instill in our students - things like truth and 
the value of people. Also included is our 2015 Annual 
Report. I hope that you will take great encouragement 
from these stories, essays and statistics. �e state 
of our school is strong, and it is such an honor to 
work alongside the faculty and staff here at Coventry 
Christian Schools.  

My wife, Kristen, and I are very blessed to be members 
of three families working together to raise our children 
in the faith, hope, and love of Jesus Christ. Not only 
do we have strong family roots and a strong church 
family, but we also have a wonderful school family. A 
big reason why we have chosen to invest our lives here 
at CCS is that we know that a three cord strand is not 
easily broken. My prayer is that our school will be a 
blessing to your family as we strive to honor what God 
has called us to do here at CCS. 

Not only do we have strong family 
roots and a strong church family, 
but we also have a wonderful 
school family. 

Picture provided courtesy of Jen Lebo Photography
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Navigating

On Tuesday, October 13, Coventry Christian Schools’ 
grammar school students were washed away to a day of sailing 
the high seas--complete with pirates, captains, ship lore, and 
plenty of ship-shape chores to make sure the experience was 
authentic. � e follow-up to last year’s Colonial Day was well 
received by students, faculty, and parents. 

As students study the history of Western Civilization over 
the span of their time at CCS, there are many times that the 
primary resource curriculum includes novels from the canon 
of classical literature that refer to ships, sailing, navigation, 
and exploring. From the Noahic fl ood to Dante’s crossing 
of the river Styx to the Monitor and the Merrimac, students 
come across boating terms as they march from Noah to to 
the present time. Logically, we’d like to prepare them with 
some semblance of structure in their minds to embrace the 
vocabulary and descriptions they will encounter so that 
their minds will rejoice over familiar territory as they read 
the selected literature. 

Students from kindergarten through fi fth grade travelled 
from station to station via their masted ship and their 
captain, otherwise known as their teacher. British Ship 
Captain James Cook looked suspiciously like Mr. Mark 
Niehls, and he lectured students on the use of maps, forced 
(ahem) them to swab the decks, and brandished about 
limes for all to taste to ward off  scurvy! Mr. Chip Minto 
was the Pirate Captain who assigned pirates to sing sea 
shanties, row the oars, and held trials at sea to see who 
would be guilty of crimes heinous enough to walk the 
plank, but only after that criminal had learned how to 

fi nd true north on his compass. � e re-enactment group, 
Bloody Historical, featured facts and details about ship life, 
ropes and their uses, cannon balls, how to preserve meat 
and how to disguise fetid food by cooking and seasoning 
it! Mrs. Laurie Shirey lectured students about the role of 
parrots at sea for entertainment on long journeys, and then 
allowed students to experience a live conure, an exotic 
green bird generously on loan from Mr. Kevin Zimmer 
of Zimmer’s Pets. Mrs. Erin Wade, Coventry Christian 
Schools’ Art Teacher, spent weeks preparing backdrops 
and props together with students from her set design class. 
� eir contributions produced a masted ship, anchors and 
maps, and  the hull of a ship for students to board as they 
arrived at school. She also provided the artwork station of 
the day. Depending on their ages, students made treasure 
maps, monocles, and also decorated and kept their own 
treasure chests! 

Lunch for 200 sailors is no easy task on a ship. � e students 
heralded the ship-goers with their rousing sea shanty prior 
to digging into the lunch that the galley crew prepared under 
the direction of Mrs. Sandy Ling. � e kitchen cranked out 
stale bread and moldy cheese in the form of delicious grilled 
cheese sandwiches, salted beef also known as beef jerky, and 
salmagundi, a form of salad and fruit typically served as a 
leftover type of meal. � at was all washed down with beer 
(root beer), and blue jello with a sailing vessel of an orange 
wedge with a menacing pirate fl ag attached. 

During the afternoon, younger students especially enjoyed 
a treasure hunt, while older students were fascinated to 

the by Jill BartonHigh Seas



7

Genesis and the Noahic Flood….2nd Grade and 8th Grade
Trojan Horse and How the Greeks Won the War….3rd Grade

Black Ships Before Troy….3rd Grade
Voyage to Freedom; The Atlantic Crossing of 1620...5th grade

How We Crossed the West, Adventures of Lewis and Clark….5th Grade
The Amazing Impossible Erie Canal….6th Grade

Epic of Gilgamesh….8th Grade
Homer’s Odyssey…..8th grade

Herodotus’ stories of the Nile, and Xerxes’ crossing the Hellespont...8th grade
Dante’s Inferno…..9th grade

Saga of the Volsungs…...11th Grade
The Travels of Marco Polo….12th Grade

Literary Selections Relevant to Ship Lore for Students in K-12

learn of the sobering details revolving around slavery on 
ships, including that of an Irish slave, Molly, who looked 
strikingly similar to Mrs. Laurie Shirey. 

� ere was an advance team who rowed into these waters 
prior to the start of the school year in order to scout out 
the possibilities and plan for this voyage. Mrs. Natalie 

Hallman, Mrs. Cheryl Borden, and Mrs. Sandy Ling have 
been indispensable fi rst mates and are each promoted to 
the rank of full Captain after their heroic navigation of this 
particular educational adventure on behalf of our Coventry 
Kids. We are looking forward to revealing next year’s living 
history day theme in tiny clues through the rest of this 
school year. Yippee Ki Yi Yay!
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(_______)><><><>PaSsIoN%%%%%%%
BACK WITH A

K (J) C (’08) started 

her schooling at Coventry Christian 

Schools as preschooler. While visiting 

preschools, her mother knew the moment 

she met Mark Niehls and Mary Niehls 

that this was the place for Kelly to be. 

Kelly recalls how much it impacted her 

life. While important, it was not so much 

the 123’s or the ABC’s but the loving, 

caring and welcoming staff that were most 

formative for her. Looking back, Kelly 

realized that CCS is not just a place to 

drop off the children and go to work; it is 

a place where children come to know and 

love God. It is a place where children can 

feel safe and secure. It is a second home. 

CCS did just that for her. While preparing 

her for the academics of elementary and 

later high school and college, CCS was 

also preparing her for a much more 

important role.

by Melissa Perich

Pictures provided courtesy of Selena Sarnese, CCS Yearbook Photographer
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Kelly can remember once declaring, “I 
would never work at Coventry Christian 
Schools.” However, over the years, God 
not only led Kelly back to her alma mater.  
He gave her a passion for younger children 
that she could not have anticipated.  
Although Kelly has worked with the 
preschool department off and on for many 
years, she is returning as preschool co-
director with a true passion for preschool-
aged children. 

Kelly’s enthusiasm for Christ has taken her 
to places she never thought possible as a 
young girl. She has worked in the mission 
fields of �ailand and Africa. However, 
not feeling the call to stay overseas, she 
returned home and to CCS, thinking 
it would only be a temporary position.  
Little did she know how God was working 
in her life!

Kelly’s passion for early childhood 
education is evident in the ways she 
loves these little ones and in the way the 
children return her affections.  She believes 
that it is an age that is often overlooked 
but is extremely important.  �ose early 
years of a child’s life, even though often 
forgotten, impact them for the rest of 
his life. Being surrounded by a loving, 
supportive community that encourages 
healthy growth is extremely important.   
Kelly’s prayer is that as she steps into the 
role as Co-Director, she can make the same 
impact upon parents and children that was 
made upon to her.

(____________)><> <> < ><><>< ><>< CcS iS a SeCoNd HoMe %%% %% % %%%%%% %%%% 
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Performances are
Friday, December 11th - 7:00 p.m.

Saturday, December 12th - 2:00 p.m.

The Performing Arts Department
is pleased to present the following productions

Performances are
Friday, December 4th - 7:00 p.m.

Saturday, December 5th - 2:00 p.m.

A Man Called Peter

 ’    
A heartwarming story for the whole family!

The true story of Peter Marshall
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Y ’      J . 
� at seems obvious, doesn’t it? But, perhaps it is not quite 
so obvious as we think. Every Sunday, some who claim to 
trust in Jesus (and I cannot say with certainty that they don’t) 
neglect to gather with others who trust in Jesus. It is as though 
Jesus died for this one, or for that one, but not for us as us.

Interestingly, Scripture never goes out of its way to connect 
Jesus’ death to any one person’s salvation. Again and again, 
Scripture connects Jesus’ death to the salvation of a group. 
According to 1 Peter 3:18, for instance, Jesus died to bring 
us to God. Similarly, 2 Corinthians 5:21 teaches that Jesus 
died for our sake, so that we might become the righteousness 
of God. Biblically, us and our and we are the prepositions of 
salvation. Why? Because, as we see in Revelation 19:6, Jesus 
died to invite “a great multitude” to His marriage supper. 
No single voice sounds like “the roar of many waters!”

So, it should come as no surprise to us that the Bible 
knows nothing of an “un-churched Christian.” Actually, 
the Apostle Peter imagines Christians as “living stones” 
which “are being built up as a spiritual house” (1 Pet. 2:5). 
Such stones have no meaning in themselves: they take on 
meaning as they join with other stones in the formation of 
a “house.” � e isolated stone is not the living stone. 

� is corporate character of 
the Christian life is clear 
from the outset in this way: 
the Christian life is initiated 
by baptism (Acts 2:38), 
which incorporates us into 
one body (1 Cor. 12:13), 
which is the church (Col. 
1:18). Transitively, then, 
the Christian life is initiated 
by incorporation into the 
church! Cyprian—a Christian leader born around AD 
200—famously went so far as to say, “He can no longer 
have God for his Father who has not the church for his 
mother.” 

All of this has very real-world implications: Hebrews 10:24-
25 warns us not to neglect church meetings. Why? So 
that we can “stir up one another to love and good works.” 
Similarly, Ephesians 4:15-16 likens our church relationships 
to “joints” in the body, and goes on to say that “the body 
grows so that it builds itself up”—when?—“when each part 
is working properly.” � is means that you need the church, 
yes; but, not only that: it is also means that the church 
needs you. 

� is corporate character of 
the Christian life is clear 
from the outset in this way: 
the Christian life is initiated 
by baptism (Acts 2:38), 
which incorporates us into 
one body (1 Cor. 12:13), 
which is the church (Col. 
1:18). Transitively, then, 
the Christian life is initiated 

MommyWho’s Your
by Scott Cline

Picture provided courtesy of Kaylie Niehls, CCS Yearbook Photographer
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by Mary Cutillo

  HE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF COVENTRY CHRISTIAN 

SCHOOLS is excited to have added six new members in the past year 

and a half. We have more parents on the board than ever before and 

we hope that you will get to know these people who serve in a vital 

role for the school.

Seated �om le� to right: Patrice Mullen, Mary Cutillo (chair), Sarah Lohr. Standing �om le� to right: Navin Mathew, George Gunn III, 
Bill McGee (vice-chair), Michael Molfetto, John Cutillo

Welcome

T
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MICHAEL MOLFETTO, senior IT 
director at Johnson and Johnson, 
has been serving since 2014. 
Mike chairs the finance and 
facilities committees. He and his 
wife, Dana, selected CCS nine 
years ago because they believed 
that the faculty and staff would 
partner with them in helping 
their children understand 

that their relationship with God is of utmost importance. 
Secondarily they believed CCS was the school best equipped 
to prepare their children for college through experiences in 
and out of the classroom. As a BOT member, Mike is most 
enthusiastic about the building of the STEM program to 
deliver academic excellence in the sciences. Favorite Scripture: 
2 Chronicles 7:14
 
NAVIN MATHEW, Director of 
Occupations at Branch Medical 
Group, has been serving since 
2014. Navin chairs this year’s 
curriculum committee. He and 
his wife, Miriyam, selected CCS 
for their three children nine years 
ago because they found their 
ideals of Christian education 
to be embodied in then 
superintendent Mark Niehls. 
Navin finds CCS’s most outstanding features to be teachers 
who truly act “en loco parentis” to the school’s 320 students 
and its focus on the abundant life found only in Jesus Christ. 
Navin is most eager in moving forward that we will have 
a fully integrated classical-STEM school. Favorite Scripture: 
Deuteronomy 3:12

 
SARAH LOHR, Physician’s Assistant 
at OAA Orthopaedic Specialists, 
has been serving since 2014 and 
is a CCS alumnus (class of 2002). 
Sarah is a member of this year’s 
Spiritual Life subcommittee 
of the board. Sarah and her 
husband, Joe, selected CCS for 
their three children because after 
her experience as a student there, 

she couldn’t imagine them going anywhere else. Sarah sees 
the schools outstanding features as the love and dedication 
of the staff, strong academics and the integration of faith 
into every aspect of schooling. She believes that the BOT, 
administration and staff have a clear vision for the school 
moving forward. Favorite scripture: John 14:1-4
 

JOHN CUTILLO, property owner 
and operator of Cutillo’s 
Restaurant, has been serving 
since 2014 and is a member of 
the facilities committee. John 
and his wife, Mary, are the 
parents of three CCS alumni and 
grandparents to three current 
CCS students. John sees the love 
for students being CCS’s greatest 

asset and believes that the quality of our new teacher hires is 
the most important new development as we move forward. 
Favorite scripture: Matthew 5:1-12
 
GEORGE GUNN III, Associate 
Scientific Director in the 
Biologics Clinical Pharmacology 
Department of Janssen Research 
and Development, is new to the 
board this year and is serving 
as a member of the curriculum 
committee. He and his wife, 
Amy, selected CCS for their 
three children because in it they 
found a Christian school with strong academic credentials 
and a loving atmosphere at a good price. George finds the 
commitment to a classical Christian curriculum, serving 
K-12 on one campus and committed, hard-working faculty 
and staff to be the most outstanding features of the school. 
What excites George the most in moving forward is the 
partnership between the school and the families of the 
children attending CCS and the constant drive to improve 
the quality and content of the education provided. Favorite 
scripture verse: Proverbs 3:5-6 

 
PATRICE MULLEN, In-School 
Suspension Proctor, Owen J. 
Roberts High School, is new to 
the board this year and plans 
to serve on the curriculum and 
spiritual life committees. She 
and her husband, Mark, selected 
CCS for their two younger 
children because it came highly 
recommended as a strong 

academic school that exhibited strong Christian values. 
She finds the most outstanding feature of CCS to be the 
commitment to excellence and the focus on God’s word and 
she is eager about the direction that CCS is headed in the 
sciences. Favorite scripture: Psalms 32:7
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Financial Report

Top Goals, set by the Board Finance Committee, for the next 3 years:
  • Continue to maintain balanced budgets
  • Increase teacher salaries at infl ation + 1.5%
  • Increase the professional development budget to 1% of expenses

Annual Report

Enrollment Report by Year

Curriculum Improvements

• Addition of 6 new AP courses at the High School Level
• Update of K-5 science curriculum in 2015-2016 school year
• Continued implementation of Singapore Math through 2nd grade
• Increased the number of Smartboards in our classrooms
• Added a new laptop cart and a chromebook cart
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Facilities Upgrades and Improvements

GROW Campaign

Staffing Changes and Growth

• Decreased our Faculty:Student Ratio to 1:7 and our Teacher:Student Ratio to 1:9
• � e number of K-12 faculty with or earning an advanced degree is now more than 55%

• Began a 18 month project of replacing 100% of our lighting to LED
• Continued development of our long-term facilities plan
• Increased our maintenance staffi  ng to better care for our school
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� ey are giving piggyback rides in the hallways on the way to 
dinner. � ey are reading Green Eggs and Ham together on their 
stomachs on the carpet in Mrs. Fisher’s room. � ey are high-
fi ving each other for their hard work on those math problems. 
� ey are sitting together as they listen to Miss Mazzie read the 
story of God’s love. At tutoring, the Coventry Christian Schools 
and Project Purpose students are entering into each other’s lives 
and into each other’s family.

When you walk around Project Purpose on a Wednesday or 
� ursday afternoon, you will notice nearly 30 CCS students serving 
as after-school tutors to an underserved student. We call them 
after-school tutors, but we could easily call them big brothers and 
big sisters. Some of these students have worked together for three 
years, and some are just starting out this year. As their relationships 
grow, bonds of trust and love form, bonds that resemble those 
shared by siblings.  

� e Project Purpose 
students love the CCS 
students who tutor 
them. � is love allows 
CCS students to speak 
truth to their student-
truth that says that 
school is important, 
that they are capable 
of doing great things, 
that they, too, are 
children of God. CCS students are some of Project Purpose’s most 
impactful tutors because of their positioning as a big brother and 
sister. � eir students look up to them and desire to be just like 
them.

It is also the CCS students who are impacted. � ey are taking their 
desire to love the underserved and putting it into action. Serving 
as a big brother or sister allows them to live out 1 John 3:18, 
which says, “Little children, let us not love in word or talk but in 
deed and in truth.” � e CCS students are learning the importance 
and power of showing God’s love to their “little siblings.”

� e CCS students are learning just how big and diverse God’s 
family is. � ere is great hope that the service of these CCS 
students has an eternal impact. Each week, the Project Purpose 
tutors pray that the students served become members of God’s 
heavenly family, a family where CCS students and Project Purpose 
students truly are brothers and sisters. We hope and pray that 
through Project Purpose God’s family is growing.

Growing the Familyi
Project Purpose

    ...students are 
entering into each 
other’s lives and 
into each other’s 
family.

“    ...students are “    ...students are 

”

G
by Rachel Kratz

Pictures provided courtesy of Selena Sarnese, CCS Yearbook Photographer
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Every effort has been made to ensure that the 
information found in this report is true and 

accurate. Please inform John Mark Niehls at 
johnniehls@educatingforlife.com of any error or 

omission and accept our sincere apology.
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  couple of 
summers after the 

millennium had turned, I had to make 
a business trip to a country to which I had 
never been. On the last night of our stay, 
my colleague and I took the hotel shuttle to 
be dropped off  near the heart of town for 
dinner. It was drizzling, and a young lady 
who worked at the hotel had given us an 
umbrella. As we walked down Niederdorf 
Strasse, my colleague fl oated the idea that 
it might be worth our while to have dinner 
at a gentlemen’s club. He was aware of 
my ‘conservative’ views (as he put it) but 
thought it nevertheless worth a shot.

Unbeknownst to him, I was grasping 
for a way to relay to him, why I 

thought it might be a bad idea. I 
was looking for a common 
ground, a framework familiar to 
someone holding his view and 

mine. I could therefore not 
appeal to religion because he was not 

particularly attuned to it. Finally, I decided to make 
use of what was in his hand – the open umbrella – 

to get my point across. � e poor guy did not see it 
coming.

With the drizzle, the umbrella would have been 
pretty worthless if it had holes in it. � e purpose of 
an upheld umbrella was to keep us from getting wet. 
Holes in it would undermine its raison d’être. We 
would be within our rights to cast it in the nearest 
garbage can as it serves no utility. � e umbrella has 
only functional or instrumental value. � e moment 
it ceases to provide that, it best befi ts a trash heap. 
So it is with any other merely material object. If a 
microphone does not amplify sound, singing into 
it would at best feed one’s adolescent vision of rock 
star grandeur. Likewise, a car that is beyond repair 
yearns for the junkyard.

A dancer in a bar on the other hand is a human 
being – and is a person. � at very fact qualifi es 
her to have inherent or intrinsic value. What that 
means is that she is precious and valuable, because 
she is human – and for no other reason. No other 
reason is warranted or needed. She does not have 
just instrumental value. 

I may not, meaning I do not have the ‘right’ to, 
objectify a person with intrinsic value and denude 
her to have only instrumental value. 

My colleague – who had secretly thanked the gods 
for his tonsured head as he had every inkling to 
pluck the last follicles out, for having to undergo this 
torture – jumped in at this point. He said that we 
would not be forcing the dancer to show us her wares 
or do anything; she is doing it of her own free accord!
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My colleague – who had secretly thanked the gods 
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by Navin Mathew
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But the question still remains. Can a human being 
who has intrinsic value be stripped of it and be 
perceived to have only instrumental value? � e answer 
is no – and if that is true, then even she may not do it to 
herself. � e consequences to such an attempt can be 
drastic. � e moment a human being is stripped down 
to mere instrumental value, the loss of that specifi c 
ability renders her as refuse, of no value – equal to the 
torn umbrella. 

My friend was silent.

Epilogue. Why do we intuitively understand that 
human beings have intrinsic value which renders 
them with value and dignity that is not credited to 
another life form? After all, we don’t have law courts 
that pass life sentences for ‘murdering a rat.’ It couldn’t 
be speciesism. For if it was, then the question still 
remains – why don’t rats have their own law courts – 
or their equivalent? 

� e agnostic or atheist can at best recognize that 
human beings do 
have intrinsic value 
but not know why.  
� ey will not be 
able to justify why 
a human being 
has intrinsic value. 
� eir worldview does 
not accommodate 
a sound footing. 
As a Christian, I 
understand that 
human beings have 
intrinsic value pre-
cisely because we are 
made in the ‘image 
of God.’ � is at 
least means that we 
are rational, moral, 
intellectual, personal, 

and relational beings capable of language, abstract 
thought and sacrifi cial love. 

Now, a fair response that can be brought up is that we 
most certainly do treat human beings with nothing 
more than instrumental value – all the time – and 
the action is without moral repugnance. When, for 
example, we attend a class at college, we are there for 
the teacher’s knowledge (and good offi  ces) for grades 
– and perhaps nothing more. Or at work, when we do 
what our boss says – we do it only because we want 
to bring home the bacon. Here we fall for what is 
called ‘Hume’s Guillotine,’ named after the Scottish 
Enlightenment philosopher and skeptic David Hume 
- the ‘is-ought’ fallacy. We assume that what IS, is 
what OUGHT to be. I.e., how we behave in these 
scenarios is how we ought to behave – that the behavior 
is okay and therefore there is nothing wrong with it 
(if it’s okay, it wouldn’t be wrong – by defi nition) and 
therefore it is the way to behave. But is it warranted 
to believe that how I treat my teacher and my boss 
is the way they ought to be treated – as having no 

more value than what 
they can provide for 
me? No. � e Christian 
worldview promotes 
the idea that every 
person is valuable 
intrinsically because 
he is made in the 
image of God and 
should not be treated 
merely instrumentally. 
� ey are ends in 
themselves, and not 
just means for ours. 
� erefore, be they 
dancers or teachers 
in a classroom, every 
human being has 
intrinsic value because 
of the ‘imago dei.’

As a Christian, I understand that human 
beings have intrinsic value precisely 
because we are made in the ‘image of God.’
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SUMMER DAY CAMP WAS FUN, 
FUN, FUN!  
Summer Day Campers sported 
blue tie-dye shirts on the 
Colebrookdale Hidden Valley 
Railroad, climbing wall at Camp 
Manatawny, exploring Crystal 
Cave in Kutztown, and while 
geocaching. During Wild West Week, cowboys and cowgirls 
found “gold” all around campus, in the swimming pool, and 

even in Iron Stone Creek, and then 
cashed it in at auction to lunch with 
a counselor of choice or to buy the 
opportunity to push a counselor 
into the pool. Handmade quilt 
comforters went to people in 
need. Willie Wonka Week campers 
earned golden tickets to spend at 
the candy store.  It was fun, Fun, 
FUN!
 

FOUNDERS DINNER 2015 
More than 300 guests attended October’s Founders Dinner! 
Dr. Stephen Meyer and Dr. Michael Behe were excellent, 
helping everyone appreciate arguments and evidence for 
intelligent design. Kevin and Jane Niehls received the 2015 
Founders Award for contributions and years of service since 
the school’s inception. � ey challenged the audience to each 
match their $1,000 Grow Campaign gift.  

BOYS FALL SOCCER SEASONS COMBINE WINNING 
COMBINATIONS: COACHES AND PLAYERS
Shea McGee completed his fi rst soccer season as the new 
varsity coach. McGee was very impressed with attitudes, 
“� ey never trash-talked with opposing players even when 
outmatched.”  His greatest satisfaction was witnessing his 
guys work so hard at the end of the season as they fi nished 
3rd in our league. Jeremiah Niehls and Brennan Scheetz 
earned 1st-Team All-Conference while Cory Butcher 
earned 2nd-Team All-Conference. Jake Strycharz earned an 
Honorable Mention as a freshman.  

Middle school boys went all the way to the league 
championship game, beating Salem in the semi-fi nals 
with Jon Shirey scoring the only goal. While they lost the 
championship game, the team saw tremendous improvement 
in a record of 7-5-3. Jake Shirey was the leading scorer.

GIRLS VOLLEYBALL
In coach Josh Dove’s eighth year with the squad, the varsity 
girls made the playoff s for the second season in a row with 
a 6-6 record despite having only one senior on the team. 
� e rest of the team were freshmen and sophomores! In one 
particularly good match against Quakertown Christian, the 
girls were down two games to one but came back to win 
two straight games and the match. Kaylie Niehls earned 
1st-Team All-Conference, Alexis Haas and Sophie Wise 
earned 2nd-Team, and Alana Dudley earned an Honorable 
Mention.

Coach Lisa Haas said the entire middle school season was a 
highlight. She enjoyed coaching every girl, who brought joy 
and made coaching worth every minute. 

BIBLE REVIEW COMMITTEE SETS UP!  
� is year’s curriculum review committee chair, board 
member Navin Mathew, announced a review of the 
school’s Bible program. Dean Barton noted that inviting 
constituents, faculty, and parents to come together and join 
eff orts is very professionally validating. Students at CCS 
cover the expanse of OT and NT four times while enrolled 
in K-12. � e 14 member committee will review the existing 
curriculum and will recommend revisions to curriuclum 
and resources for the 2016-17 school year. 

TWO COVENTRY COUPLES TIE THE KNOT!
Two more Coventry couples tied the knot! Kelly Lynn 
Jacoby married Daniel Ryan Conicelli at Camp Manatawny, 
October 12th, 2015.  Katelyn Marie Gelwicks and Matthew 
David Tupitsa married October 17th at the home of another 
CCS family, Don and Brandy Smale.   

RENAISSANCE FAIRE AT COVENTRY
Fall Renaissance House Games at Camp Manatawny 
were hugely popular! Two weeks of excited preparation 
included castles built, armor made, and soap carvings 
created.  Students followed recipes to complete food 
tasting contests. Zach Evans (11th) performed magic while 
House Jesters juggled. Caleb DeJesus (10th) drummed for 
lords and ladies to parade in costume. Games included 
relays, pony races, and jousting competitions between 
house knights.  Equiano’s “Giant Slayer” dominated! An 
epic Capture the Flag battle ended the day with all house 
members attempting to steal house castle fl ags. Overall, 
Lewis House scored a convincing win! 

by Mark E. Niehls

Eagles RoundupEagles RoundupEagles RoundupEagles RoundupEagles RoundupEagles Roundup
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Alumni SpotlightAlumni SpotlightAlumni Spotlight
Lauren Hudson ’03Lauren Hudson ’03Lauren Hudson ’03

by Doji Dove

“ ”
It’s more than just a 
school; it’s a family.

L H has been around CCS since the beginning. 
“Since my dad, Mark Niehls, founded CCS, I attended 
before I was even school-aged.” Some of her earliest 
memories are from the original location, in the Coventry 
Hills Church of Christ building. Her fondest memories 
from the early years include the “graduation” ceremonies, 
learning to tie her shoes, and playing on the playground! 

Lauren considers her time and experiences at CCS some 
of her most formative. “CCS was challenging, yet fun; 
small, but kingdom-minded. I felt like I was one step ahead 
of my peers in college because I’d already learned how to 
research, write reports, work experiments, and communicate 
eff ectively.” Additionally, she appreciated the personalized 
attention and instruction. Lauren fondly remembers lock-
ins, formals, sports, class trips, and being taught to focus on 
what is important. “It’s more than just a school; it’s a family.”

After graduating from CCS in 2003, Lauren received both 
her bachelor’s and master’s degrees in psychology from 
Lipscomb University. While there, she met her husband, 
Matt. Matt’s humor and boldness drew her to him, but his 
ability to challenge her spiritually also intrigued her. “One 

foundational aspect of our relationship is that we were friends 
before we dated! He’s still my best friend and always will be! I 
can’t believe God has allowed us to walk alongside each other 
in life and in ministry. I have been unbelievably blessed!”
 
� e roles of wife and mother are Lauren’s greatest joys. She 
and Matt have been married for almost 7 years, have a son, 
Shapiro (1½), and are expecting a baby boy in January.  
Family time is one of their favorite activities. Lately, they’ve 
been doing a lot of fall activities, such as picking pumpkins, 
visiting fall festivals, and trick-or-treating. 

Currently, Lauren works at Rescue House Church, where 
Matt is the lead pastor. � ey had the honor of planting 
this church in January 2010 and have seen thousands of 
lives changed for the glory of God. Professionally, she feels 
being at Rescue House and seeing miraculous life changes 
happen is another great accomplishment in her life. She is 
not only the pastor’s wife, but she is also operations director, 
handling all of the behind-the-scenes tasks. “What I love 
most about working at Rescue House is the opportunity to 
be a part of something bigger than myself. I truly believe 
there is no better investment than the local church. Jesus 
believed that too – He gave His life for it.”
 
Lauren would advise current students, “� e world is a lot 
bigger than high school, and life is about so much more 
than you or me. Jesus created each one of us on purpose, 
for a purpose, and the sooner you can fi gure that out, the 
better. I believe it’s a mistake to try and decide what you’re 
going to do before deciding who you’re going to be. Make 
it a priority to answer these two questions: ‘Who is Jesus?’ 
and ‘What does that mean for me?’”



22

Scientists that do not believe in the Bible often challenge 
the ideas of Christian scientists. Richard Dawkins is one of 
the leaders in the new movement of atheism. Dawkins is 
an author of many books including,  � e God Delusion, � e 
Selfi sh Gene , and  � e Greatest Show on Earth . In  � e God 
Delusion, Dawkins discusses how a delusion is a “persistent 
false belief held in the face of strong contradictory 
evidence.” He believes that God is just a delusion that 
people created a long time ago and have yet to forget. 
Dawkins had a debate with John Lennox, a professor of 
mathematics at Oxford, over the validity of the arguments 
in  � e God Delusion .  

� ere were six points that Dawkins and Lennox debated.  
� e fi rst was that faith is blind while science is evidence-
based. � e second point was that science supports atheism, 
not Christianity. � e third topic in debate was that science 
is cold and impersonal, otherwise someone would have 
to explain who created the creator. � e fourth argument 

was that Christianity is dangerous. � e fi fth topic Lennox 
and Dawkins debated was the assertion that no one 
needs God to be moral. � e fi nal topic they debated was 
Christian claims about the historicity of Jesus, specifi cally 
the miraculous claims about him. Lennox seemed to have 
better arguments than Dawkins. Dawkins and Lennox 
debated a second time at Oxford, and although there 
was no determined winner, Dawkins relented that there 
could be a deistic god, but that there couldn’t possibly be 
a theistic god.  

Dawkins, along with well  known fi gures like science 
entertainer Bill Nye and ethicist Peter Singer, attack 
Christian scientists often. A well-publicized debate on the 
topic of creation vs. evolution took place between Ken 
Ham and Bill Nye a couple of years ago. Supporters of 
Nye believe that he represented evolution well and proved 
it correct while supporters of Ham believe that he also 
had strong arguments, although some think that he held 

by Wade Derstein

by Wade Derstein

Being a Christian in a relatively 
secular profession can be 
challenging, especially when many 
in that profession are out to prove 
that everything that a Christian 
stands for is wrong. Christian 
scientists endure much criticism 
within their profession. Non-
Christians, specifi cally atheists, 
often attempt to use science to 
explain how everything came into 
existence. Some of the greatest 
diffi  culties for Christian scientists 
come from those who do not take 
their work seriously: it’s harder for 
them to fi nd jobs, and they have to 
work harder to prove their theories 
and to disprove other theories. 
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back on Nye. When asked later about the debate Ham 
was kind and stated that it didn’t matter who won or 
lost; he just wanted both himself and Nye to state their 
beliefs passionately. Nye, on the other hand, said that in 
a multitude of areas he bested Ham. He showed no love 
or compassion that Ham had shown him. As Ham and 
Lennox have experienced firsthand, a Christian scientists’ 
beliefs are often challenged and under much scrutiny, 
which makes it harder to obtain and sustain positions in 
scientific fields. 

For a Christian scientist, finding a job in the secular 
world is very challenging. Many scientists are professors, 
but most secular colleges choose not to hire Christian 
professors, especially in the science department. Dr. 
Michael Behe is an excellent example of that. Dr. Behe 
is a professor at Lehigh University. Behe has to use a 
disclaimer just so he can speak about his findings on 
creation. Behe has a brilliant mind and could probably 
teach at many prestigious colleges. Other professors 
like Dr. Stephen Meyer, director of The Discovery 
Institute’s Center for Science and Culture, and Ken 
Ham, founder of Answers in Genesis and the Creation 
Museum, create opportunities for themselves and for 
others in their field in order for them to express their 
beliefs and scientific findings. 

Scientists are often extremely intelligent, but Christian 
scientists consistently face greater challenges to their work 
than non-Christian scientists as non-believing scientists 
actively seek to disregard and 
silence their work. A Christian’s 
main source of truth comes from 
the Bible, but scientists cannot use 
the Bible in their work because 
other scientists don’t believe the 
Bible is a source of truth. So in 
order for them to come up with 
their theories they must use other 
sources for evidence. Using a source 
of truth like the Bible can be a huge 
advantage, but it can also be a major 
hinderance when dealing with non-
Christians.  

�is is similar to explaining God to 
a friend who is not familiar with the 
Bible. In order for him to believe in 
God, you must often use evidence 
that is not in the Bible. �is may 
be the single greatest challenge for 

Christian scientists and Christians in general: we are called 
to tell the world about Jesus Christ, and it is an extremely 
challenging task when we can’t use our main source of 

information about God. Christian scientists advance their 
theories and face challenges from other scientists in order 
to prove that our God is real. I applaud them for their 
effort and am truly grateful for what they have done.  

Although being a scientist may be interesting, many 
Christian scientists receive much scrutiny and are often 
harassed. �ree challenging aspects of being a Christian 
scientist are: disbelief from secular institutions, difficulty 
finding jobs, and ideological and political obstacles to 
research. I am grateful for the men and women that can 
proclaim Christ through a profession which is known for 
its attempts to disprove the existence of God. �ey are 
true believers, and they prove that we can evangelize in 
any situation. 

A Christian’s main source of truth 
comes from the Bible. Scientists 
can not use the Bible in their work, 
because other scientists don’t believe 
the Bible is a source of truth.
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Upcoming Events
4th & 5th - A Man Called Peter Production
7th - First Basketball Games
8th - Basketball Pep Rally
11th & 12th - Acorns to Oaks
15th - Music Academy Strings & Violin Recital
18th - Band Concert
23rd - House Academic Olympics

DECEMBER

JANUARY
FEBRUARY

MARCH

APRIL

MAY 15th - Music Academy Recitals
16th - Service and Class Trip Week

18th - House Academic Olympics

8th - Grammar School Creative Minds
16th - 22nd Annual PTO Benefit Auction

1st - PTO Town Hall Event
11th - Re-enrollment Deadline

15th - Music Academy Strings & Violin Recital
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