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As a child I used to sing, “The B-I-B-L-E, yes that’s the book for 
me.  I stand upon the word of God, the B-I-B-L-E.  BIBLE!”  At 
times we have sung the song with our elementary students or with 
our day campers in the summer.  In a culture where reverence for 
ancient wisdom is waning, and where childlike faith is considered 
unsophisticated, it is all too tempting to become bashful about 
holding the Bible up as the storehouse of wisdom and truth for all 
mankind.  In our pursuit of a more effective 
apologetic than “The Bible tells me so,” we 
have far too often failed to give the scriptures 
their proper place in informing our wisdom, 
faith, and practice.  

At Coventry Christian Schools, now more 
than ever, our students will read a host of rich 
and even brilliant works of literature, politics, 
theology, and philosophy.  We are deeply 
committed to this endeavor.  However, we are 
more deeply committed to immersing young 
people in the reading, study, and application of the one and only 
Bible.  It is still the foundational curriculum of our entire program 
and informs our practices and priorities as well.  Yes, the growing 
diversity and new intellectual frontiers of the 21st Century call us 
to engage with our culture using adapted methodologies, and as the 
apostle Paul utilized the best of Greek culture when delivering his 
apologetic in Athens, so we must maintain relevance and consider 
the scriptures in light of new understandings wrought from truths 
we have more recently uncovered using our God-given and Spirit-
directed intellect, just as our growing understanding of the Bible’s 
cultural and religious context and of the created world led us to 
stop using the Bible as a science text but increased the importance 
of using it to inform science ethics.  The aim is to use the Bible 
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as the Holy Spirit intended it to be used, addressing those truths 
he intended to address for its first audience and applying those 
principles appropriately to our students’ lives.

In this issue of Insight, we help you to get to know two of our 
secondary school teachers, Shelley Baumgarten and Clare Price.  
Mrs. Baumgarten explores the biggest of life’s questions through 

literary studies that come to life 
with biblical integration.  Mrs. Price 
explores the language of creation 
through the sciences, seeking to 
instill in her students a wonder and 
reverence for their Creator.   You will 
see in our rationale for interscholastic 
athletics, as outlined by David Niehls, 
a clear biblical mandate for how we 
approach and deliver the sports 
program at CCS.  We also share with 
you the journey of Kelly Jacoby (’08) 

as she works to stem the tide of human trafficking in Thailand.  
Kelly is a sweet reminder of the power of the Bible.  As Kelly 
grew from preschooler to graduate at CCS, the Bible was the 
primary tool for “teaching, rebuking, correcting, and training in 
righteousness.”  In my interview with her, she was quick to point 
out that it is God who has equipped her for every good work.  
Judging by the number of times she informed her responses to me 
with scripture, the Bible has played the most profound role in that 
process.

Please join me in praying that God may strengthen our commitment 
to and reverence for the Bible as the foundational text for all 
curriculum at Coventry Christian Schools.

All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for 
teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in 
righteousness, so that the man of God may be 
thoroughly equipped for every good work.
       
  2 Timothy 3:16-17

 For EvEry 
  Good Work

by Paul Q. Fisher, M. Ed.

 

“ The B-I-B-L-E, 
YES that’s 

   the book for me!”



“Abandon all hope ye who enter here.”  It’s a statement not at all 
fitting of the personality of Shelley Baumgarten, yet somehow it 
automatically comes to the minds of those alumni who are asked to 
recall their favorite experiences with the iconic literature teacher.  
For ten years, Shelley has been teaching literature at CCS, and her 
unique ability to bring both rigid structure and creative energy to 
the classroom has endeared her to our alumni.  Her students love 
her and her classes, so why the dark declaration from Dante?  She 
explains, “I love the saying, ‘Abandon all hope ye who enter here.’  
I sometimes welcome students with it, especially on test days. I 
love tragedies and Joan of Arc, and I think students just started 
associating me with the dark side.”

For those who work with and learn from Mrs. Baumgarten, the 

irony of the inscription found over the gates of Hell in Dante’s 
Inferno and hung over her door in jest by classes over the years, 
is comical.  While her expectations for student conduct and work 
ethic are high and her commitment to professionalism apparent 
in the presentation of not only the curriculum but the classroom, 
even down to the tidiness of books on the shelves, she is altogether 
approachable and warmly amicable with her students.  Her high 
expectations do not impede her ability to relate to even the least 
motivated and the least likely to succeed.  

Mrs. Baumgarten has a heart for all students, and over the years 
has sharpened her colleagues with her uncanny ability to draw the 
best out of underachievers.  During faculty meetings when teachers 
were complaining of their inability to get much production from 
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a particular student, Shelley would interject in a very matter-of-
fact manner, that this or that student works quite hard for her.  She 
has always understood the power of placing high expectations 
upon students, especially those who are low achievers.  If Mrs. 
Baumgarten expects it, her students give it.  This is nowhere more 
evident than in her work with underserved youth through the 
school’s Project Purpose outreach.  Through Project Purpose she 
has taught Shakespeare to youth deemed by their public school 
“incapable of interacting with the greatest works of English 
literature”.

Conversations with alumni reveal that the consummately 
professional persona that Mrs. Baumgarten exudes is 
complemented by a surprising ability to laugh at herself and to 
enjoy some fun “give and take” with her students.  One of her 
students’ favorite pastimes has always been to move an item on 
her desk nearly imperceptibly and to see how long it takes her to 
detect the change.  She never disappoints.  Her reputation for being 
hopelessly “Type A” has nurtured a somewhat serial culture of 
practical joking in her classroom, which mostly consists of moving 

things out of their proper place.  For alumni, there are nearly epic 
tales of a wandering black leather sofa, the baum baum dance, and 
the hanger incident, all of which remind them of their affection 
for their favorite literature teacher.  The pranks are clearly a labor 
of love for her students and demonstrate Shelley’s ability to be 
accessible to them.  

While being accessible to students has strengthened her 
effectiveness in the classroom, Shelley’s greatest contribution 
has been her gift and passion for connecting literature to places, 
people, and time.  Even before the implementation of our Omnibus 
curriculum, which integrates literature, history, and theology, 
Shelley’s students were asking, “Is this literature class or history 
class?”  The answer was always an unequivocal, “Yes.”  She 
explains, “Omnibus wasn’t really a big switch for me because it 
was really how I was teaching my literature classes already.  I have 
always had to teach in-depth history to give literature its context.  
For example, in British Literature we are studying the British 
Civil War so that we can understand Milton’s Paradise Lost.”  For 
Shelley’s students, the centrality of literature to all of our studies is 
made lucid by her effective weaving together of an understanding 
of the philosophy, theology, and cultural ideologies that inform the 
literature being studied.  That literature, in turn, becomes a vehicle 
for shaping politics, the arts, science, and the humanities.

If students enter a Baumgarten literature class believing in a 
splintered view of the academic world, with each discipline 
having its own domain, they leave understanding the cohesive and 
intimate relationship between them all.  She has even convinced 
her skeptical husband, Cal, who used to tease her by saying, 
“You English teachers just make this stuff up so that you can 

Students were asking, “Is this literature class or history class?”  
The answer was always an unequivocal, “Yes.”



perpetuate your own jobs.”  Such statements serve as a challenge 
for Shelley to demonstrate the profound gravity of the issues with 
which literary minds wrestle.  “No matter what you read, you can 
analyze it from a biblical worldview—whether it’s what we should  
or shouldn’t do.  You take something as secular as Macbeth, and  
you can talk about something like how we can become desensitized 
to sin.  The progression of Macbeth’s conscience from keen to 
numb is profoundly effective for illustrating this truth.”  Her 
passion for the more serious themes of literature has given her 
a reputation for favoring tragedies over comedies.  Perhaps  
the “abandon all hope” reputation is derived from this preference, 
despite the fact that The Inferno is technically a comedy.  What  
is it about tragedy that gives it a favored place in Shelley’s 
classes?  She explains, “I just think they have deeper truths and 
applications.  Although comedies have value, A Midsummer 
Night’s Dream, for example, doesn’t do as much for me.  If  
you can look at a character and learn from his or her mistakes,  
you are on more solid footing for your life.  The lessons you can 
learn from tragedies are more profound.”  

Her insistence on getting the most out of literature, whether in 
prose or film, receives mixed reviews.  When they were students, 
alumni may have found her  insights to be much ado about nothing, 
but when they return as alumni, they express their gratitude for 
having been prepared for the university setting.  Many an alumnus 
has returned to visit only to lament, “You have ruined everything.”  
In truth, they are generally thanking her for teaching them not to 
check their brains at the door when they read stories or watch 
them on the screen.  “What they are saying,” she reflects with 
great satisfaction, is, “I can now see the motif or the metaphor 
or symbol or I can discern the underlying philosophy and I can’t 

just watch or read for mere entertainment anymore.  I’m always 
seeing something with which I can make a meaningful historical, 
cultural, or theological connection.”  So if you just want to read 
the story, learn the plot, and make the grade, you should abandon 
all hope.  With Shelley Baumgarten, you will be led on a much 
more engaging and difficult journey of becoming discerning 
consumers of some of the biggest ideas to ever grace the tables of 
philosophers, clergy, scientists, poets, and kings.  
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by Jill Barton
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While seemingly quiet and unassuming, one would be hard 
pressed to find a more dedicated teacher than Mrs. Clare Price. I 
took some time to catch up with her during her planning period in 
her science lab.  She never stopped moving, wiping down tables 
and chairs at the end of the day, while she and I discussed the 
various factors that have led her to be a science teacher and partner 
in educating our students at Coventry Christian Schools.  We 
were not alone, however.  Surrounding us was a menagerie of 
wildlife.  A red-eared slider turtle, a dumpy frog, and a Madagascar 
hissing cockroach were keeping their eyes on us.  Mrs. Price has 
been teaching science at CCS for 6 years. This year she teachers 
sixth grade Life Science, seventh grade Earth and Space Science, 
eighth grade Physical Science, Biology, Anatomy and Physiology, 
and middle and high school sections of Scientific Research, an 
academic extension course. 

It seems that from her very earliest memories, Clare was drawn 
to the natural sciences.  She recounts that as a child, she was 
always curious, always asking why and how. She grew up in a 
rural setting, spending her time outdoors, using her imagination 
and exploring.  She could easily make connections between her 
experiences and what she was learning in school, but attending a 
small, rural school, she longed for more hands-on experiences in 
the science lab.  Upon graduating from high school, she remedied 
that by enrolling at Penn State, where she studied agricultural 
science.  Her most memorable experience there was performing 
surgery on a sheep and watching its stomach working.  Botany and 
Entymology were among her favorite college courses.  

 As a passionate learner, Mrs. Price’s philosophy for 
teaching science includes incorporating as many hands-on 
experiences as possible. She operates from her understanding that 
students learn best by doing.  Just prior to my interview with her, 
she wrapped up an eighth grade Physical Science class during 

Exploring Creation
with Mrs. Price



which students incorporated ramps, friction, measurements with 
a spring scale, and force from different heights and weights.  She 
explained, “All of those abstract concepts came into place after 
they completed the experiments.”   Mrs. Price sees the hands-on 
approach as a necessary ingredient for creating students who think 
critically about their experiences.  “I want kids to ask questions, to 
be curious, and to not just take pat answers at face value.  I want 
them to explore on their own. They need to understand things, not 
just regurgitate them.” 

This commitment to experiential learning has given some of 
Mrs. Price’s classes a reputation that precedes them.  Rising sixth 
grade students are introduced to middle school science before 
they even start school, as they are encouraged to begin their study 
of entymology, the study of insects. Students must collect and 
identify species of insects over the course of the summer.  This 
year their study was further complimented by the tandem effort of 
Mrs. Price and Mrs. Wade as they creatively had students “pose” 
their prized insects outdoors to sketch for their art class, further 
cementing their observational experience.  Seventh grade Earth 
and Space Science students create models of the planets, and 
engineer houses out of tape, paper plates, construction paper and 
straws.  The catch?  The houses must withstand gale force winds 
of a simulated hurricane, also known as Mrs. Price’s hot pink 
blow dryer. Eighth grade students put into practice introductory 
elements of physics and laws of motion as they partner to create 
balloon cars which must travel at least five meters without falling 
apart.  Dissection opportunities in Biology start small in scope 
and culminate with the dissection of pregnant sharks.  Students 
participating in the Scientific Research classes conduct original 
research and present their findings at the Extension Expo and 
at the Montgomery County Science and Research Competition.  
Last year, at the Delaware Valley Science Fair, Emily Snyder was 
recognized by the Council of Women Engineers, for her work on 
“Recycling Solar Energy.” 
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This year Mrs. Price started an exciting new project that meets 
curriculum objectives in both science and creation stewardship.  
She directed and led the sixth grade students in creating a bed for 
worms, constructing and painting a vermiculture bin, a locked, 
permanet residence for the worms on campus.  Students created 
posters informing their K-12 friends about the need to save 
leftover fruit and vegetable scraps, which are then collected, 
weighed and deposited into the vermiculture bin.  This spring, 
students are hoping to add the rich soil created by the worms to 
the Project Purpose garden and to some of the beds around the 
school grounds.  They may even plant and harvest some of their 
own quickly germinating vegetables. 

Despite her challenging course load, Mrs. Price makes time for 
contributing to other vital programs within the school.  She serves 
as a dean of Bonhoeffer House, as an assistant coach for the 
running club, and as a mentor tutor for Project Purpose.   She will 
not tell you about her prayer life unless you ask her directly.  She 
has incorporated prayer and ministry quietly and in unseen ways 
as she serves here at CCS.  She and another staff member meet for 
prayer early in the mornings, prior to almost anyone else arriving.  
“We pray for a few minutes about what is happening in each 
others’ lives, in the life of the student body, in the lives of specific 
students and their families, and for the teachers and the good of 
the school. We also meet on Wednesdays for a lunch time prayer 
session.” When asked about time management, she offers sage 
advice,  “I find that God is a time Lord. Anyone who watches Dr. 
Who would understand; the more time that I spend in Bible study 
or prayer, the more I end up getting done the rest of the day.  When 
I try to do it all on my own, the day is lost.  But if I give Him the 
time in the beginning of the day or throughout the day, I feel that 
somehow I get extra time.  It is much different than when I first 
started teaching. I was always trying to do it on my own.”  

By the time the bell had rung, signaling the end of the last period of 
the day, all of the tables were cleaned, stools were straightened, and 
we had concluded our discussion, which suits Mrs. Price’s ever-
efficient and busy manner. The psalmist sings that “the heavens 
declare His righteousness and all people see His glory,”  and Mrs. 
Price embodies the psalmist’s words as she declares God’s glory to 
her students both in word and deed. 
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A Christian Vision for

Cheerleading
When one thinks of cheerleading, what comes to mind? Short 
skirts, bows, pompoms, big smiles, big voices? Popularity contests?   
Prayer, worship, and cheering for 
Jesus are not the common first answers 
to the question. 

It’s not that Coventry cheerleaders 
don’t possess some of the former 
qualities, but that there is more 
than meets the eye.  Add to the list 
very big bows, and you have our 
cheerleaders.  In addition to this 
expected caricature, Coventry cheer is 
about prayer, worship, seeking God’s 
will, and encouraging others beyond 
the court.  Cheering at CCS is not a ticket to popularity.  It is a 
service provided to the school community.  They talk more about 
their “cheer sisters” and “brothers”, not the relative attractiveness 

of the latest boys in their lives. There is something more than what 
we have come to expect from cheerleaders. 

When the CCS Spirit Squad was 
recreated by parent volunteer, Traci 
Hoffman, the choice to avoid the 
use of the word cheerleader was 
intentional due to the unfortunate 
stigma associate with it and also 
because the primary mission of the 
squad was spirit, of both the school 
and the Christian variety. Traci 
began the “Spirit Squad” in 2007, 
with the cautious blessing of school 
administration.  Movies such as 

Bring It On and reality shows such as Cheer Perfection add to 
the stereotype that cheerleaders are promiscuous, intellectually 
vacant, and vain.  To overcome that reputation, the Spirit Squad 

They Cheer  . . .
not for their own glory,

but to encourage others and, 
above all, to glorify God.

by Melissa Gelwicks
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first served only quietly behind the scenes, making encouraging 
signs for student athletes and decorating their lockers.  Their 
uniform consisted of capris and t-shirts.  They performed at the 
beginning or end of events, but were never showcased at any 
function. At first, they did not even cheer as an organized group 
at sporting events.  

Traci’s aim was to use cheerleading at CCS as a ministry and to 
recast cheerleaders as spiritual leaders in their school community. 
They supported the athletes and sports teams without any 
expectation of being supported themselves. They prayed for 
the students, coaches, and school community. They became a 
sisterhood, bound by service to their community. They showed 
that cheerleading for Christ was possible. Christian cheerleaders 
do exist. They cheer not for their own glory, but to encourage 
others and, above all, to glorify God. 
 
Central to the spiritual growth of the cheerleaders and to their 
development as athletes has been their involvement with the 

Fellowship of Christian Cheerleaders (FCC).  In 2011, Traci first 
took the cheerleaders to FCC camp at Lancaster Bible College.  
The experience was a game changer.  Not only did Traci come back 
more passionate than ever about making Coventry Cheerleading a 
ministry, but she had been given a vision for how cheerleading 
could evolve into a legitimate sport that would give students the 
opportunity to compete at a national level.  Before her passing in 
April of 2012, Traci had begun planning for the team’s first trip to 
the FCC National Championships in Orlando, Florida.
  
When Traci went to be with the Lord in April, 2012, the 
administration was committed to carrying out her dream for the 
cheerleaders but did not know who would carry it on.  Katelyn 
Gelwicks, a sophomore at Eastern University and an alumna of 
Traci’s Spirit Squad, graciously stepped up to carry on the ministry 
that Traci had begun, and in the first week of January, 2013, coached 
the girls at their first ever National Championship.  The goal was 
not to win a title but simply to honor the dream of their coach and 

mentor, Traci Hoffman.  They were not there to glorify themselves 
but to honor their beloved Mama Hoffman and to glorify God 
with their best effort in his name.  While the team earned second 
place in their division, the most important award they received was 
much smaller in size than that three foot trophy. The team was 
honored that weekend by having bestowed upon them the first ever 
“FCC Traci Hoffman Legacy Award.” This award was created to 
recognize Traci’s legacy, left not just for the cheerleaders at CCS 
but for the entire school community, and now, for the FCC cheer 
community. For the first time, the Coventry cheerleaders found 
themselves being recognized, front and center, on a national stage, 
for continuing Traci’s mission and for honoring her spirit and 
intent for the cheerleading program at CCS. 

The ministry that Traci insisted upon went well beyond self-
glorification. It was never about the skirts, bows, pompoms, big 
smiles, big voices, or the trophies. It was about leading by example, 
lifting others up, and encouraging and deflecting honor to others.   



God demands that parents exercise school choice.  In Deuteronomy 
6:4-9, he explains that it is the parent’s responsibility to integrate 
faith through all aspects of life and learning.  The Lord Himself 
never gave that responsibility to schools, although it is true that 
parents can be faithful to this task by proxy when they elect a 
Christian school to teach their children.  The act of school choice, 
then, should be considered with great reverence. If the school 
is indeed hired to help fulfill the spiritual responsibilities of the 
parent, then choice of school is a deeply spiritual matter.  Our 
school mission statement speaks of partnership between parent 
and school.  With whom should Christian parents attempt to build 
a partnership that will nurture the most important aspects of their 
children’s personhood—their faith?  The apostle Paul writes, in 2 
Corinthians 6:14, that Christians should not “be yoked together 
with unbelievers.”  When it comes to the stewardship of our 
children, how much does it matter with whom we partner?

A few years back I read a local public school district’s newsletter.  
In it, a former CCS student was quoted as saying something to the 
effect of, “I was thankful for the education I received at Coventry 
Christian, but I was ready to experience the real world.”  I taught 
this student and love and respect her, but I think she and her parents 
were fooled.  To be sure, there are good teachers and beautiful 
children of God in public schools; this critique is one of system 
and culture, not individuals.  I was not shocked by the implication 
that a Christian school is out of touch with the real world.  It is a 
commonly held belief that Christian schools shelter young people 
in unhealthy ways.  Still, reading my former student’s words 
made the common misperception more personal.  While there 
may certainly be compelling reasons under rare circumstances 
for Christian parents to send their children to public schools, the 
notion that Christian schools do not prepare students for the real 
world is not one of them.  

The words “small” and “Christian,” are sometimes viewed as 
liabilities, but biblical wisdom and our common experience reveal 
the profound value of both.  Small does not necessarily mean 
homogenous, especially at CCS, where over the last eight years, 
our student body has consisted of students from ten countries, all 
of the major world religions, and every racial and socioeconomic 
classification.  Add to that diversity the varied personalities 
and interests within each of those broad classifications, and 
the opportunities for expanding one’s social opportunities are 
boundless.  This is especially true because of our small size.  In 
larger schools, students can find the clique that is most like them 
or that is most comfortable for them, ironically leading to limited 
perspective and isolation.  At CCS, students simply have no choice 
but to interact with all kinds of people and to build meaningful 
relationships with them.  Real diversity training is not just about 
exposing young people to other cultures and teaching tolerance, 
but rather about forging love and community among a diverse 
population.  One of our greatest joys is to watch this unfold as 
students are placed in this crucible of relationship at CCS.  This is 
invaluable training for family, church, work, and even politics.  It 
is not always easy, to be sure, but neither is the “real world.”  

How can the word “Christian” become a liability?  Quite simply, 
when “Christian” comes to mean soft and overly sensitive.  The 
common fear is that Christian school children will be too sensitive 
or too nice to handle the harsh elements of a non-Christian 
society.  The underlying assumption here is that Christ is too 
feeble and weak to handle His creation.  A young person who has 
developed the mind of Christ through curriculum, experiences, 
and relationships that are rooted in the truth of Christ and in the 
leading of His Spirit, is equipped as Christ Himself was to face 
unspeakable evil and hostility.  Just as Christ was prepared and 
equipped to face the cunning and deception of Satan himself by 
withdrawing for 40 days of prayer and fasting, so we equip our 
children to enter a hostile world through our own spiritual training 
ground.  The steely nerve, intellectual sophistication, and profound 
leadership qualities of Jesus of Nazareth were fostered by God in 
a small, culturally irrelevant town of no significance to the Roman 
Empire and at times through periods of great isolation from the 
surrounding culture.

Perhaps to some, “Christian” may imply a simple or naïve 
conception of complex social and intellectual concepts.  At times, 
Christian churches, schools, and politicians have done much to 
create this stereotype of our faith community.  At CCS, however, 
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by Peter M. Shipman, M. Ed.

A Gun FiGht 
with A KniFe



this could not be farther from the truth.  Integral to our curriculum 
is an extensive study of divergent philosophies of life.  We do not 
censor opposing views but rather bring them into the light so that 
our students can assess the credibility of their own faith in light 
of competing views.  Alumni who attend secular private and state 
universities often return to tell us how thankful they were for their 
Comparative Worldviews classes at CCS because in them they 
were not only exposed to but studied the competing philosophies 
and value systems that were promoted by their professors and 
peers in college.  Unfortunately, the public and secular private 
grade schools teach that there is no basis for evaluating truth other 
than empiricism, so alumni of 
those institutions are left with no 
intellectual tools for evaluating the 
validity of ideologies peddled to 
them by their professors and peers.  
In the real world, making sound 
judgments based upon reason is a 
prerequisite for success, which is 
why our curriculum makes much 
of logic and reason.

In truth, at CCS, “small” means intentional, and “Christian” means 
tuned in to, and guided by the reality and wisdom of the Creator.  
Our intentional smallness empowers us to build highly effective 
mentoring relationships between faculty and students.  The greatest 
predictors of a young adult’s functionality in the “real world” are 
the quantity and quality of their relationships with adult mentors 
(National Partnership for Mentoring).  The love and accountability 
provided by the unique partnerships built in a small, intentional 
Christian school provide tremendous roots that anchor and 
nourish our alumni when they are far from home.  Teague Emery 
(’09), provides a helpful and familiar case study that illustrates 
this Christian school dynamic.  There are dozens of CCS alumni 
whose stories mirror his.  Teague attended CCS for his entire K-12 
career.  The senior at Susquehanna University, a secular private 
college in Selinsgrove, PA, explains the importance of his faculty 
mentors,  “My teachers and mentors at CCS were very supportive 
and encouraged me to go beyond my comfort zone by providing 
sound advice, and were always available for me to consult with.  
They maintained high standards and continually challenged me 
to exceed my own expectations.  They truly lived by example, 
practiced what they taught, and provided me the guidance needed 
to succeed in life.”  As a student at Susquehanna, Teague has served 
as a student representative to the university’s board of trustees.  In 
addition to this role, Teague serves as a member of the marketing 
committee of the Sigmund Weis School of Business, the University 
Conduct Board, Vice-President of Membership and Finance of the 
Phi Mu Delta fraternity, Men’s Varsity Golf team, the freshman 
orientation team, and as a coach of the freshman Global Business 
Perspectives program.  Thanks to receiving a Stein Fellowship for 
exhibiting business leadership, he was able to study abroad in Sao 
Carlos, Brazil and  London, UK.   
Perhaps the most concerning notion that we commonly hear is that 
Christian schools provide a bubble in which students can live, free 
from temptation to the most destructive sins.  While this might 
sound good on the surface, many fear that such a bubble will pop 
suddenly upon graduation and that Christian students will find 
themselves unable to resist the sudden and alluring opportunities 

to sin that they will encounter in the university or the workplace.  
However, the scriptures speak plainly that the follower of Christ 
must flee temptation (1 Corinthians 6:18; 1 Corinthians 10:14; 1 
Timothy 6:11; 2 Timothy 2:22).  There is absolutely no biblical 
rationale nor contemporary research that indicates that immunity 
to sin is built up by being immersed in it.  In fact, the very opposite 
is supported by scripture, research, and experience.  Christians are 
empowered to say yes to righteousness and no to sin by growing 
in their faith, which comes from knowing the truth of God and His 
word, being mentored by older members of the faith community, 
and from inner sanctification by the Holy Spirit.  The Christian 

school is intentionally designed 
to provide this training for young 
hearts.

Perhaps this article should have 
simply gone directly to the apostle 
Paul’s words in Ephesians 6:12-13.  
Our former student who went to the 
local public school to experience 
the real world would have been 
better served by heeding his words 

as well.  Paul writes, “For our struggle is not against flesh and 
blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the 
powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil 
in the heavenly realms.” (v. 12)  In our pluralistic society, public 
schools cannot acknowledge that such realities exist, and by failing 
to do so they perpetuate a false reality that will eventually come 
crashing down around all who embrace it.  Conversely, Christian 
schools are profoundly immersed in the real world.  In view of 
this spiritual reality, we partner with parents to help students to, 
“Put on the full armor of God so that [they] can take [their] stand 
against the devil’s schemes . . . so that when the day of evil comes, 
[they] may be able to stand [their] ground. (v. 13)  To fail to do so 
is like sending our children to a gun fight armed with a knife—not 
a choice most parents would willfully make for their children.

13

When it comes to the 
stewardship of our children, 

how much does it matter 
with whom we partner?



This question has bugged me for a long time. When I was younger, 
I did not think about this question, because to a child, the answer 
is simply, “I play because it’s fun! Shouldn’t that be obvious to all 
of you smarty-pants adults?”  But as adults we tend to outsmart 
ourselves.  I have been playing sports for as long as I can remember, 
but it was not until I was sixteen that I began questioning whether 
playing was really worth it. Why did I start asking myself this 
question? Partly, it was just my teenage nature. Somewhere during 
that 12-16 age range all teenagers begin 
to question the simple world that they 
had accepted as children.  For me, the 
question was triggered by the three-
year-old voice in my head saying, 
“Hey, this isn’t fun anymore.” Perhaps 
some of you or your children can 
identify with my inner three-year-old. 

For children twelve and under, the 
reasons for playing sports may differ slightly from those playing 
at an older age, but despite those differences, a strong case can be 
made for playing sports at any age, especially during high school. 
So why should children play sports?

My inner three-year-old suggests that we play sports because 
they are fun. To which I reply, “There are many other things in 
life that are much more important than fun.” I think we are both 
right.  We should not be opposed to fun, yet there are certainly 

more important things in life than fun. We must not propose a 
philosophy of hedonism. At any age, fun is not the end, but the 
means, and if harnessed properly, will work mightily to develop 
a child physically, mentally, emotionally, and spiritually.  Sports 
accomplish this largely because they provide a context for 
meaningful relationships.

The most important of those relationships are the ones between 
the athlete and the adults who guide 

and mentor him or her.  Parents, 
grandparents, aunts, uncles, older 
brothers and sisters, coaches, pastors, 
youth leaders, teachers, and older 
athletes are the most important part of 
youth sports. Sports are a means for 
developing a formative relationship 
with young people.  Sports are integral 

to physical and cognitive development, 
but just as important are the emotional and spiritual growth made 
possible through sport.  The conversation on the car ride home 
after the tough loss or the thrilling victory, the comments we 
make from the stands during the game or about the referee, coach, 
players, or teams after the game, and the comments we make to 
and about our own children before, during, and after the game all 
critically influence what kind of adults our children will become.  
Even the simple act of showing up to their games to cheer them on 
can yield big dividends.  Our conduct either communicates, “I love 
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Why Should WePlay?

Sports provide a powerful opportunity 
to develop character traits that free 

children to be risk-takers for the sake of 
something bigger than themselves, namely 

Christ, and to find freedom in Him.



you, I support you, and I am proud of you,” or, “I’m disappointed 
in you, and I have other, more important things to do.” Do our 
words and actions proclaim, “Life is not fair, but you better get 
used to it.  Start working hard and always give it your best without 
complaining because you are my son, you are my daughter, and I 
expect you to honor our family and our God in everything that you 
do,” or are they hearing, “The world is your oyster, and you are 
the pearl, darling. It’s not your fault you failed. That other team 
was just a bunch of cheaters. The referee was terrible. Your coach 
doesn’t know what he’s doing out there…”?

As our children grow into their teen years, the level of commitment 
and responsibility required to play a sport grows exponentially.  
The decision to play a sport is the decision to commit to a group 
of individuals—teammates, coaches, classmates, an entire school 
community—to not only show up but to lay down oneself for the 
sake of the group.  While the role of the parent as we’ve already 
outlined remains important, in middle and high school sports, the 
personal investment of the child becomes much greater, requiring 
significant shepherding from both coaches and parents.  Our teens 
are actively becoming the people they will be for the rest of their 
lives.  They must think about the choices they are making each 
and every day, because like it or not, those choices are having an 
immense impact on the people they will become tomorrow, the 
next da, next month, and ten years from now.

Perhaps the greatest threat facing many Christian teens with regard 
to becoming disciples of Christ, is the same temptation that faces 
us as Christian adults.  It is the temptation that Eberhard Bethge, 
a student and friend of Dietrich Bonhoeffer, writes about in his 
introduction to Bonhoeffer’s book, Life Together: “The sin of 
respectable people reveals itself in the flight from responsibility.”  
The seeds of this insight likely came from Bonhoeffer, if not the 
quote itself. The temptation is to run away, to avoid commitment 
and responsibility, yes, even risk, and thus reject the call of Christ.  
We want our students to be risk-takers, not flight risks.  We want 

them to put themselves out there, to take action.  Bonhoeffer wrote 
a poem in prison just a few months before he was executed.  It 
is entitled, “Stations on the Road to Freedom.”  In the poem, 
Bonhoeffer identifies the following stations: Self-discipline, 
Action, Suffering, and Death. In a society where we are in many 
ways removed from our agrarian roots, when hard work and 
discipline were a necessary and integral part of daily life, the 
pursuit of excellence in sports takes athletes on a journey that stops 
at each of these stations, save the last.  Sports, then, provide a 
powerful opportunity to develop character traits that free children 
to be risk-takers for the sake of something bigger than themselves, 
namely Christ, and to find freedom in Him.

If we want our children to be happy, if we want them to be 
successful, if we want them to be passionate and invested in their 
service to Christ their Lord, then we must do our best to expose 
them to, and shepherd them through these stations, to develop this 
passion and investment in all of their pursuits, so that they learn 
“to work at it with all their heart, as working for the Lord, and not 
for men” (Col. 3:23).  We want our students to commit to their 
teammates, their families, their school, and their God, and to be 
proud to do so. Not just in sports, but in life. 

So why play?  To become a better disciple of Christ.  It is our vision 
and desire to train student athletes to be passionate, invested, risk-
takers for the Lord, willing to follow where He leads.  Our prayer 
is that all our parents and coaches will walk with them in sincere 
partnership, shepherding them along the path that God has laid 
before them, along that road to freedom. 
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“Sharing with the students of Pottstown Christ’s unique purpose 
for their lives.”  This easy statement is our mission at Project 
Purpose.  Our mission is only easy because we are confident that it 
is God’s plan for Project Purpose and Coventry Christian Schools.  
Two years since starting this mission, we are seeing the fruit of 
His disciples.  He is working in 
Pottstown through His people from 
this community.  

When we began working with 
families through Project Purpose, 
we prayed that the ministry would 
have an impact far beyond tutoring.  
We desired for God to use tutoring 
to impact the families we serve on 
a spiritual level.  In less than two 
years, we are able to praise God for 
how He is answering our prayers 
and responding by transforming the 
lives of Project Purpose students and their families.  

Meet Ashaya and Allane
I still remember the day Vinisha Daniels registered her 2nd grade 
daughter, Ashaya, for Project Purpose tutoring.  Jill Barton, Dean 
of Academics at Coventry Christian Schools, encouraged Vinisha 
to enroll Ashaya in tutoring.  I can still hear Vinisha saying these 
words, “I want Ashaya to get all of the help she can.”  Ashaya sat 

next to her mom and shyly nodded her head in agreement.  I knew 
Ashaya would be an asset to Project Purpose, but more importantly, 
I knew that God could use His people at Project Purpose to work 
in Ashaya’s life.  So, like I do for all of the students who are on 
our waiting list for tutors, I prayed that God would provide sweet, 

quiet Ashaya with the right tutor.  

Ashaya was only on the waiting 
list for a few weeks when Allane 
Cutillo, a member of Chesmont 
Church of Christ, signed up 
to serve with Project Purpose.  
Immediately after meeting Allane I 
hoped she would be a good fit for 
Ashaya. Allane’s heart for serving 
and obeying God confirmed my 
hope.  Allane, like others who 
serve through Project Purpose, was 
obeying God.  Allane’s love for 

Ashaya was fueled by her love for God and desire to obey His 
command to make disciples.  She saw Ashaya as a child that God 
desired for her to serve and love.

Allane and Ashaya have been working together for almost a year 
and I have watched a miracle occur.  Timid Ashaya, now in 3rd 
grade, has been transformed.  When I observe Allane and Ashaya’s 
tutoring sessions together I see why this transformation has 
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for them to focus on.  Isiah, like his niece, is quiet and reserved, 
but each week Isiah and Kelly’s friendship grew.  Isiah began to 
willingly share with Kelly his grades, his struggles in school, and 
other moments throughout his week.  Kelly shared similar stories, 
and as Kelly says, “tutoring took on a deeper meaning for both of 
us.”  God’s reason for bringing Kelly into Isiah’s life became more 
and more clear.  Vinisha shared that God brought Kelly into her 
younger brother’s life at just the right time.  Even before Isiah’s 
sister met Kelly, she knew that he was important to him because 
he occasionally talked about him (something a teenage boy only 
does if the person is worth talking about).

Now, as they enter into their 2nd semester, God’s purposes for 
his relationship with Isiah seem obvious to Kelly.  God will be 
using Kelly to be a friend and make a disciple of Isiah.  Only God 
knows what this process will look like, but Kelly was confident all 
along that God would use him for more than just tutoring.  Vinisha 
is confident of this as well.  She shared with me, “It makes me 
so happy that my brother has someone to talk to, someone I can 
trust, someone who I know will point him in the right direction.”  
Kelly hopes that God will use him to share Christ with Isiah and 
that in turn Isiah will serve others.  Surely Kelly’s mission is not 
simple; like Allane’s it requires commitment, prayer, and love.  It 
is a mission that requires being the hands and feet of God, but the 
reward will truly be worth the work.
   
On A Mission
Allane and Kelly are not alone on their mission.  They are both 
joined by their spouses, Jonathan Cutillo and Erica Sweppenhiser, 
in addition to 70 other Christ followers who are obeying Christ’s 
command to produce disciples.  Through Project Purpose, God’s 
people are obeying Jesus’ words to His disciples in Matthew 
28 to “go and make disciples of all nations.”  Allane and Kelly, 
Jonathan and Erica, and the rest of those serving through Project 
Purpose are obeying God’s command.  As they love their students, 
reach out to their students’ families, and open their homes to the 
families God has put in their lives, they are acting out of obedience 
and love for Him.  Those who serve though Project Purpose are 
actively on a mission to be disciples who make disciples of the 
children and families of Pottstown.  

occurred.   Allane is more than a tutor to Ashaya; she is God’s love.  
I watch as Allane, through her patience, commitment, and tender 
heart, shows Ashaya God’s love.  When Ashaya works with Allane 
she is experiencing the hands and feet of God.  God is using Allane 
to share with Ashaya His purpose for her life.  Allane shared, “I 
believe this is why God put me in her life, so that she might grow 
in her knowledge of His word and therefore come to understand the 
truth He gives us through the scriptures.”  As Allane and Ashaya 
continue to work together, this, too, is my prayer.   

Meet Isiah and Kelly
Just like I remember the day I met Ashaya, I also remember the day 
I met Isiah, Ashaya’s 17-year-old uncle.  It was a Sunday afternoon 
in the spring and he was dropping off Ashaya for tutoring, but 
unlike Ashaya, he did not stay for tutoring.  He had a look on his 
face that said, “I can’t get out of here soon enough.”  Yet, this was 
not God’s will for 17-year-old Isiah’s life.  In the fall of 2012 Isiah 
began coming to tutoring.  He came not so much because he chose 
to, but because his older sister, Vinisha, encouraged him to come 
for math and history help.  God knew this was part of His plan for 
Isiah’s life, and He had already lined up a tutor for Isiah.

Kelly Sweppenhiser began serving with Project Purpose a few 
weeks after I shared our ministry with his church, Spring Valley 
Community Church in Royersford.  When I first met Kelly he said 
a very encouraging statement, “I’m just here to make a friend and 
to be a friend.”  His words made me smile because I knew that with 
this attitude it would eventually happen.  He served through the 
spring of 2012 even though he was not assigned a specific student.  
When Isiah began coming to tutoring on Sundays in the fall it was 
obvious that God wanted him to work with Kelly.  

Their friendship started out slow, but with the task of 11th grade 
math and history in front of them there was always something 



Many times as teachers, we come into the classroom with 
broad shoulders, carrying a lot of burden and ambition, 
thinking that the success of the school year depends upon 
us.  Sometimes we believe that we are the ones holding in 
our hands the valuable lessons which in due time, we will 
place upon our clean slates - the students.  Many times we 
think that we are the ones who call the shots, and indeed the 
students are looking up to us, as we shine in the spotlight of 
wisdom and knowledge….

Yet sometimes, we are mistaken and are far from the reality 
that at times it is the students who are teaching, and we are but 
adult students in the classroom in need of what our students 
are sharing.  And it doesn’t need to be a lesson discussed in 
class.  I find that I learn the most from my students when 
they are outside of the “structured” environment.  

When I walk into a classroom and overhear student 
conversations, I learn about student character and beliefs that 
are not explicitly discussed in class.  When I am taken off 
topic by some eager participants, and I end up talking about 
myself, I learn about my students’ quirks and personalities.

Then there are those very special lessons brought on by the 
unsuspecting, who are willing to come out of themselves and 
touch others in a special way - like Vanessa.  Although I 
know she is not comfortable with the attention, I must call 
your attention to her willing, servant’s spirit.  Vanessa will 
drop everything to assist someone in need.  She’ll be quick 
to act and help someone who has dropped her lunch all over 
the hallway floor, while others may hurry by.  She is the kind 
of girl who will check in on a teacher to say thank you or 
simply an encouraging word.  Vanessa is one of my student 
teachers.

Then there’s Lexi, a 7th grader.  Lexi and I meet sometimes 
to tap dance together.  We started doing this a year ago, when 

I requested that she teach me.  By now, you would think I’d 
have accomplished an entire number on my own, but I’m 
still far from being a real tap dancer.  That is precisely what 
I find so uplifting.  Lexi chooses to be there for me.  She 
enjoys tapping, but she offers her own time for me.  She 
need not spend her lunch period teaching me things I tend 
to forget, yet every time we meet, she teaches me the same 
things over again, and she does it with a smile on her sweet  
face.  She doesn’t get irritated with me because I’m such a 
slow learner.  She laughs.  I’d laugh too.  Still, she is patient 
and kind.

A lot of you know Brady Barton.  Brady is a very outgoing 
young man who is not afraid to be put on the spot.  He is brave 
and loves to be a part of making a difference for others.  This 
past month, Brady volunteered to be a guide for a special 
visitor we had at our school.  My family recently hosted 
a child from Latvia through New Horizons for Children.  
Knowing that this child would most likely be a good fit for 
the 6th grade class, I asked Brady if he’d make sure that 
this boy was okay during his visit to the school.  Brady took 
this job to heart, perhaps not realizing how challenging the 
responsibility would be.  I could tell Brady had his hands 
full, but he never gave up on this boy.  Although there was a 
language barrier and other challenges, Brady never quit his 
“mission” to guide this boy, and I believe that as a result, this 
boy will never forget what this American boy did for him.   
Brady is not just a fellow teacher, but an unspoken hero.

Finally, I’d like to tell you about Luis, or as most call him, 
Louie. Louie was diagnosed with bone cancer in September 
of 2012.  He has faced chemotherapy and surgery and is 
currently receiving more chemo.  As a result of the surgery, 
we believe he is cancer-free and expect a much brighter future 
for him.  However, I’d like to briefly tell you that this current 
experience is not what defines the character of the young 
man that Louie is.  I’ve known him personally for over ten 
years.  And although he has always been pretty typical with 
his interest in things most growing boys like, from early on, 
Louie showed great conviction for God.  I remember him at 
age eight speaking very maturely on the matter of wanting to 
become a pastor.  He was always wanting to discuss matters 
of the Bible.  He was not only inspired but intrigued by 
it.  He challenged others with the Word.  He showed great 
conviction and commitment even as a young boy.  It is no 
wonder that when this disease attacked Louie, his response 
was as firm as steel.  One of his first verbal responses was, 
“I’m not afraid.” One of his prayer requests was, “That I 
may remain faithful.”  This is a young man in the prime of 
his teen years being made vulnerable to the point of death 
to an unwarranted disease, and his response is that he’s not 
afraid and that he should remain faithful!  Louie is definitely 
one of our teachers.

by Lucy DeJesus
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When Students Teach Us



by Jeremiah Niehls, 9th Grade

The fight against Satan and his temptations can be compared to 
American football. Christians are a team, and God is our coach. 
There are three big teams that pose threats to us, and they are some 
of Satan’s main attacks. The three main attacks are the world, 
our flesh, and other temptations. The question is, ‘How do we 
fight them?’  There are three steps that are essential to achieve 
victory. We have to know our playbook, know and prepare for our 
opponent’s playbook, and act based on what we know. These steps 
will help fight and overcome the devil and all of his temptations.

The first step to fighting the enemy is having something with which 
to fight. This means knowing God’s playbook, the Bible.  In order 
to defend our faith, we have to know it. When we are presented 
with different situations, we need to know how to react, just as 
Jesus did in the desert when he was tempted by Satan and quoted 
scripture back to him. In order to know the scriptures, we have to 
study them. Studying takes time and effort. Mortimer Adler, the 
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author of How to Read a Book, says, “If your aim in reading is 
to profit from it-to grow somehow in mind or spirit-you have to 
stay awake. That means reading as actively as possible.”  He also 
says that active reading is a habit that requires practice. The same 
is applied to scripture.  In order to understand it, we have to read 
it actively and study it.  And we must remember that we have 
coaches.  Whenever we have a question about a play or do not 
understand something about the scripture, we need to ask an older 
and more experienced Christian or pray to God and ask Him. 

The second step is much like the first. In football, we study other 
teams’ films to see what they do and how to stop them. When we 
are fighting our opponent, it helps to know what he is planning 
to defeat us.  In order to prepare for our encounter, we have to 
anticipate his moves based upon our experience or from reading 
about others and their experiences.  Augustine was experienced 
and therefore knew how the devil would attack him once he 
was converted and was prepared for it. (Book 5, v.23-25) This 
is not essential, but it will help us fight more effectively.  Also, 
when learning of others’ experiences, we can ask them to hold us 
accountable if we know we struggle with something. When we 
are then faced with similar challenges to theirs, they can help us 
through them. 

The last step is probably the hardest for most people, and that 
is to put the plan into action. It is usually easy to say that when 
the time comes we will do the right thing. If we follow the first 
two steps, then we will know what to do, but it is harder to do it 
than to talk about doing it. Satan usually attacks us when we are 
at our weakest and when he thinks he can influence us the most. 
This, for many people, is when we first become disciples, either 
because we do not fully know the Word or we are not as practiced 
as more experienced Christians might be.  We are very vulnerable. 
When Jesus went into the desert, he fasted for forty days.  Satan 
tempted Him throughout these forty days, but he got more 
persistent at the end. In Matthew 4:1-11, Matthew provides 
details about the interaction between Jesus and Satan.  Jesus was 
ready for Satan, and he not only refuted him but quoted scripture 
in doing so.  He knew what the Scriptures said; he also knew that 
Satan would tempt him and that he was ready for it.  If we follow 
in his steps, then we will be able to fight off Satan and win that 
prize, not a trophy, but eternal life in Heaven.  Jesus knew His 
playbook, studied His opponent’s playbook, and acted upon what 
He knew and what He was told to do by His Coach.  As He did, 
so should we. 

Football
and Fighting Temptation



Disney World, Cancun, Disney Cruise Lines, Jekyll Island.  The 
senior classes at CCS used to enjoy a perennial vacation together to 
celebrate their impending graduation.  Year after year, the debates 
would ensue over which destination to choose and how to split the 
funds from fundraising efforts.  Great passion and discord would 
arise as each faction within the class fought for its desires to be 
realized.  In 2007, the faculty began to question whether the senior 
class trip, which had become a right more than a privilege, was 
serving to reinforce our mission to commission servants of Christ 
for the world or to detract from that mission.  The discussion led to 
the risky proposal to eliminate the senior class vacation, replacing 
it with senior class mission trips.  The vacation approach had 
become a sacred cow of sorts.  To suggest that we deny the seniors 
of their well-earned trip was to create a tumult of emotional debate.

The class of 2008 offered an ideal opportunity to make what we 
were certain would be a difficult change but a necessary one if the 
senior class trip was to reflect our spoken and written curriculum, 
which has as its mission to equip young people to serve God by 
serving others.  The class was small, and the parents predisposed 
to be supportive of the senior mission trip concept.  In May of 

2008, the senior class went on its first mission trip, a quest to earn 
enough money to purchase all of the materials necessary to build 
a house for a Mexican family living in the squalor of the slums 
outside the border city of Juarez.  They would raise all of the funds 
and then travel to Juarez to build the house themselves.  At the end 
of their week, they handed the key to the family for whom they 
had labored all year long.  Since 2008, we have not looked back, 
sending the seniors back to Mexico for four consecutive years and 
then to work with a homeless ministry in New York City.  This 
year’s senior class will be working with the poor in Belize.

Kelly Jacoby (’08) was the valedictorian of her class, and a member 
of the first team to Juarez, Mexico.  She had been profoundly 
touched by our school trips to serve in Katrina-ravished New 
Orleans as well.  As a college student at Grove City College 
in western Pennsylvania, she participated in mission work in 
Zambia, Uganda, and most significantly in South Africa.  She fell 
in love with the African people and the continent itself.  Despite 
the attraction that she has for ministry in Africa, when she met 
Freedom Stones, a non-profit that works to stem the tide of human 
trafficking, especially in Thailand, she applied for an open position 
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in Pattaya, Thailand.  Today she is halfway through a one-year 
commitment to Freedom Stones.

How does one go from Birdsboro, PA and Coventry Christian 
Schools to the red light district of Pattaya?  Kelly laughs and shares 
in her sing-song voice, “It’s just God.  I don’t know really how else 
to describe it.  To be honest, I’m trying to figure this out myself.  I 
started doing mission trips in high school—New Orleans, Mexico, 
etc.  Something in me wanted to go and do something out of the 
box.  I say helping people in need, but you can do that anywhere.  
I just have a sense of adventure, to get out of my comfort zone.”  
And out of her comfort zone, she is.  Prostitution is the primary 
tourist industry in Pattaya, and much of Kelly’s work is focused on 
helping women who are already caught in the trap of prostitution 
to develop skills necessary to become artisans who can support 
themselves and their families and to equip them to become 
financially responsible and to protect their children from predators.  
“It’s a dark place [Pattaya],” Kelly elaborates.  “The whole city 
is a brothel.  It’s in your face.  Everywhere.  Parents selling their 
children.  Women selling their bodies.”  When her mother visited 
her, she left more concerned for Kelly’s safety than before she had 
visited.  It’s just that kind of place.

For Kelly, the transition from college to the working world was 
anything but typical.  As a start-up non-profit, established in 2009, 
Freedom Stones could not afford to provide any compensation for 
Kelly other than a housing stipend.  From May to August, she had 
to raise the rest of her salary.  When she left for Thailand, she had 
six months of salary covered with pledges and gifts.  Within two 
weeks of arriving in Thailand, the rest of her 12-month salary had 
been committed.  While she never really felt and still does not 

feel a strong emotional calling to Pattaya, she knows that she was 
called there by God because of how He has provided for her in 
the most unlikely ways and because of the lessons she is learning 
that she believes will equip her for future work He is preparing for 
her.  She is brutally honest about this, “I didn’t ever want to come 
to Thailand.  I would never have chosen here.  I don’t really love 
it, and it’s still really hard.  I’m here because God has me here.”

Despite the challenges, there are poignant moments.  The women 
of Pattaya are accustomed to being used by everyone around them.  
When Kelly is doing bar outreach and she makes eye contact 
with a girl working the bar, she is struck by the joy in her face.  
Kelly is not there to sell or buy her.  She is a genuine face of love 
and concern, of friendship.  She reflects upon these experiences, 
“Sure, you can go to the dark places and just be consumed by the 
darkness, or you can go to the dark places and see how God’s light 
penetrates them.”

When August comes and Kelly has completed her one-year 
commitment to Freedom Stones, what will she have to show for 
her first year of work after college?  Some of Kelly’s friends and 
family have pointed out that she will have a tremendous resume 
that demonstrates her leadership, her entrepreneurial experiences, 
and her adaptability, so even though she has made literally no 
money, she may have stacked the deck in her favor when she 
returns to the states.  At least, they say, she will have had a great 
period of self-discovery or self-improvement.  Kelly appreciates 
their sentiments, but, she graciously adjusts their perspective, “I 
don’t have any grand sense of self-importance.  It’s all about Him 
blessing us to know Him better through these experiences for His 
glory.  I can do nothing in Thailand without Him.”

While Kelly is not most comfortable serving as a spokesperson or 
prophet for the cause of Christ, she sees the sinful tendencies that 
she has for complacency and is passionate enough to speak about 
what God is teaching her if you will but ask.  “Every Christian 
needs to step outside of his or her comfort zone.  This is how we 
grow closer to Christ.  We want to close our eyes to all of the hurt, 
the pain, and the injustice.  This city has so many who are selling 
their bodies, selling their children, and living in such despair.  
Sure, I’d rather sit in my home and be comfortable some nights 
rather than visiting some girl in a bar, but I have to be alert to my 
tendency to reside selfishly in my comfort.”

When her longings for home are too strong and the work feels 
awkward, uncomfortable, or in vain, Psalm 37 provides whispers 
of peace.  She shares from her heart, “’Delight yourself in the Lord 
and He will give you the desires of your heart—wait patiently  
on Him—the Lord will not forsake His faithful ones.’  That is one 
of the things I’ve learned the most from being here—how much 
God loves me and wants to bless me, not really for my sake,  
but for His glory.”
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But For  His Glory
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John 10:10 says “The thief cometh not, but that he may steal, and 
kill, and destroy: I have come that they may have life, and may 
have it abundantly.” These are the words that inspired our motto 
“Educating for life,” and we have lived it for nearly 30 years. These 
same words are now being set to music by Ruth Elaine Schram 
in preparation for our 30th anniversary, in celebration of all past, 
current, and future Coventry kids. Join us October 12, 2013, at the 
annual Founder’s Dinner, to hear the first performance of this song 
in a choral setting of students, staff, and parents. To God be all 
thanks, honor and glory.

After joining the staff in Sept 2011, I began considering how music 
and drama could most powerfully contribute to CCS’s mission.  
The value of art is inestimable. Of what worth is the synthesis of 
skill and beauty? I asked, “My God, of what worth is music to 
You, and how does it prepare us for a life full of your abundant 
blessings?”  The answer came to me in the words of the apostle 
Paul in Colossians 3:16, “Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly 
in all wisdom; teaching and admonishing one another in psalms 
and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts 
to the Lord.”

Songs teach. Songs admonish.  My walk of faith has been richly 
blessed by these words of Christ, which I learned because of a song, 
“Seek ye first the kingdom of God, and His righteousness. And all 
these things shall be added unto you. Alleluia!” I can’t read those 
words without hearing the melody Karen Lafferty wrote in 1971, 
which has been firmly planted in my heart. Her praise to God has 
been an encouragement to Christians for a generation.

In Ephesians 5:18-21, the Spirit commands us, “And be not drunk 
with wine, wherein is excess; but be filled with the Spirit; speaking 
to yourselves in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and 
making melody in your heart to the Lord; giving thanks always for 
all things unto God and the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ; submitting yourselves one to another in the fear of God.”  In 
this scripture, Paul defines being filled with the Spirit as speaking 
to each other in song, making melody in our hearts to the Lord. This 
is how we give thanks.

I have come to understand from scripture that the most effective 
way I can impact others spiritually, and to thank God for His 
abundant blessings, is through song. This is how I can prepare my 
students for the abundant life God has in store for them. Teaching 
them to sing equips them with the skills necessary to give praise 
and thanks to God and to encourage each other. It is no wonder that 
much of the greatest music and art that has endured the test of time 
has been commissioned by the Church.

On New Year’s Eve 2011, I decided to commission a choral anthem 
for our school that would add beauty to the sentiment expressed 
in John 10:10, giving thanks to God for all that he has done at 
Coventry Christian Schools over the last 30 years, a song that would 
communicate the talent, heart, and passion the administration, 
faculty, and parents have poured into CCS over the years.

It took 18 months to choose the right composer, but once we made 
the connection with Ruth Elaine Schram in September of 2012, 
the process moved along quickly. Ms. Schram studied music at 
Lancaster Bible College and Millersville State College and taught 
elementary music in Pennsylvania for several years. For a short 
time she lived on High Street in Pottstown, but she now resides in 
Birmingham, Alabama.  Since 1988 she has published more than 
1900 choral works.

On January 8th, 2013, we received a rough draft of the song, “Ut 
Vitam Habeant.” I pray that its beautiful expression of our mission 
will always serve as a fulfillment of our understanding of Colossians 
3:16 and Ephesians 5:18-21. We look forward to performing this 
song in celebration of all past, current, and future Coventry kids. 
May its melody be forever in our hearts as we give thanks to God 
for all He has done.

“Ut Vitam Habeant”
Chorus and Piano (with optional flute or violin)

Composed by Ruth Elaine Schram
The final piece will contain the following dedication:

“Commissioned by Coventry Christian Schools, Pottstown, PA 
in celebration of its 30th Anniversary and all past, current, and 
future Coventry kids. To God be all thanks, honor and glory.”

Our Very Own Song by Scott Minor



Coventry Kids Fund Update

The Coventry Kids Fund exists to make a Coventry Christian 
education possible for more than one-third of our families.  
It bridges the gap between tuition revenue and the cost of 
delivering an excellent classical Christian education.  That 
gap is created by the necessity of providing financial aid in 
the form of discounts to families who could not otherwise 
send their children to CCS.

Reaching our 2012-2013 Coventry Kids Fund goal of 
$80,000 will provide financial aid that ensures that one-
third of our students can continue to attend CCS and will 
help keep tuition down for all of our families.  Beginning 
in September, the school’s board of trustees gave the fund a 
strong start by contributing $24,000.  The faculty and staff 
added an additional $26,631, and local businesses, led by 
Cutillo’s and Colorworks, Inc., contributed $15,300 through 
the EITC program.  This leaves us with only $14,069 to go to 
reach our goal, and with your response to this update and our 
Coventry Challenge 5K effort in March, we are confident 
that we will eclipse that number.  Please consider making 
CCS a priority in your charitable giving in 2013.
 

The Coventry Challenge Is Upon Us
The 9th Annual Coventry Challenge 5K and Fun Run/Walk is 
scheduled for Saturday, March 23, 9 a.m.  Pre-registration is 
now available online at www.coventrychristian.com/giving.  
You can print the registration form, complete, and return it, 
or you may register using the online form.  The Coventry 
Challenge has grown to become a popular regional event.  For 
the last two years, we have seen the number of participants 
grow to nearly 600 runners and walkers, with nearly 200 of 
those coming from surrounding counties and states.  The goal 
of the Coventry Challenge is to generate the rest of the funds 
necessary to meet the Coventry Kids Fund goal of $80,000.  
You can also help us reach that goal by sponsoring one of our 
runners or by setting up your own fundraising portal online.  
For more information, visit www.coventrychristian.com/
giving.  With less than $15,000 to go, a strong turnout and 
support of the Challenge will help us to exceed our goal for  
the year.
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Arizona Golf Outing Continues to  
Support Coventry Kids

On Saturday, January 12, in Mesa, Arizona, golfers gathered to 
support the Wheeler-Davis Endowment for CCS scholarships.  
Since 2008, friends of CCS from around the country have golfed 
in support of our Coventry Kids.  Former board member Fred 
Wheeler, and his wife Nancy, have supported the Coventry Kids 
through this effort by providing support on the ground from Yuma, 
AZ.  The golf outing is supplemented by the generosity of Arizona 
churches that host CCS representatives as we share the CCS 
story with our friends in the Southwest.  Half of the funds raised 
typically comes from individuals in those churches, and this year 
was no different.  This year’s efforts added $8,000 to the Wheeler-
Davis Endowment.  If you are interested in participating in the 
2014 event, email markniehls@educatingforlife.com, and we will 
help you plan to join us next year.

Mark Your Calendars for the  
2013 Homecoming and Founders Dinner

Homecoming is scheduled for Friday, October 11 through Sunday, 
October 13.  The 2013 Founders Dinner is scheduled for Saturday, 
October 12, at Sunnybrook Ballroom in Pottstown.  One of the 
highlights of this year’s dinner will be the performance of “Ut 
Vitam Habeant,” a song commissioned by CCS in celebration 
of our 30th Anniversary.  Stay tuned for more details about 
Homecoming 2013 and make your plans to attend.  

advancement UPdate
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Summer Day Camp
June 17-August 23

Summers . . .  
the way they were meant to be.

Enroll at  
http://coventrychristian.com/summer_day_camp


