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We have a lot to celebrate at Coventry Christian Schools.  
Many of us were blessed to spend time celebrating our rich 
legacy at the Founder’s Dinner over Homecoming Weekend 
just a couple of weeks ago.  Our alumni are making us proud.  
I have the pleasure of visiting with alumni as I prepare each 
issue of the magazine, and it’s always a gratifying experience.  
You can read about my time with Zach Sizemore in this 
issue.  God has expanded our territory, giving us ministry 
opportunities to underserved youth from the local public 
schools through our Project Purpose program.  Since our last 
issue of Insight, we have made physical plant improvements 
through the generosity of foundations and individuals alike.  
Our enhanced language arts, history, and literature curricula 
in the grammar school are already yielding encouraging 
results, affirming our long researched and prepared for 
transition to classical methodologies in the grammar 
school.  Business partners have blessed our scholarship 
program through the ETIC initiative.  There is a tremendous 
community spirit among faculty and parents, and enrollment 
is up.  Soli Deo Gloria!

We just celebrated Homecoming with a wonderful Founder’s 
Dinner in honor of Mark Niehls, our superintendent of 28 
years.  The time with alumni, friends, and family prompted a 
time of reflection for me.  Are we on track?  Are we staying 
the course?  Our mission statement declares that we exist “to 
partner with parents in a community of academic excellence, 
nurturing young people in the faith, hope, and love of Jesus 
Christ, and equipping them to serve God and others.”  I 

by Paul Q. Fisher

have seen a revitalization of the partnership between parents 
and faculty in the development of house parents for our 
secondary school students.  In September I was blessed 
to participate in an evening of prayer and fellowship with 
these parents as they embraced responsibility for praying 
for and helping to shepherd our students in partnership with 
our faculty.  The curricular initiatives implemented in the 
grammar school this year demonstrate a focused commitment 
to academic excellence, and improvements to the extension 
courses in the secondary program are calling our students 
to a higher standard.  Our faculty members are growing in 
their understanding and implementation of practices that are 
rooted in the faith, hope, and love of Jesus Christ and have 
engaged in a renewed commitment to prayer on behalf each 
other, our students, programs, and families.  Soli Deo Gloria!

Our God is busy reconciling the world to himself and is 
constantly at work redeeming his people and his creation.  
We can all bear witness to his work in our own hearts and 
in our families and churches.  What a blessing it is to also 
witness his redemptive work in our school!  He is doing a 
remarkable work here, and I am humbled and encouraged 
to be able to have even a small part in it.  At the Founder’s 
Dinner, we celebrated much about our friend and colleague, 
Mark Niehls, but at the end of the night, he appropriately 
redirected all glory and honor to our faithful and mighty 
Father, who has done and will do immeasurably more than 
we ask or imagine.  In doing so he modeled the end game of 
our mission statement:  “service to God” for his glory.  Yes, 
we are staying the course.  We are on point with our mission.  
Join with me in praying that we will continue to be sensitive 
to the Holy Spirit’s leading as we do all Soli Deo Gloria!
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Oh, the depth of the riches of the 
wisdom and knowledge of God.

How unsearchable his judgments,
and his paths beyond tracing out!

Who has known the mind of the Lord?
Or who has been his counselor?

Who has ever given to God,
that God should repay him?

For from him and through him and to
him are all things.

To him be the glory forever!  Amen.

Romans 11:33-36

Glory to God Alone
SOLI DEO GLORIA:



The littlest of our Coventry Kids are awfully cute.  Sometimes 
I like to take a detour past the preschool wing en route to 
my next task just so that I can see those innocent, energetic 
faces romping around their classrooms.  When I peer in on 
napping toddlers in peaceful dreaming, I am reminded that 
there is a peace available to us 
that surpasses understanding.  

It’s not just the little ones in our 
preschool that provide those 
gentle reminders of what life 
in God’s kingdom is like.  For 
23 years, Mary Niehls has been 
living proof of the declaration 
made by the psalmist in one of 
her favorite scriptures, Psalm 
29:11.  She carries herself with 
the strength and peace of the 
Lord in all circumstances.  Meeting the needs of dozens of 
infants, toddlers, and preschoolers, and supporting those 
who care for and teach them is a monumental task that is 
not for the faint of heart, but one would never know it from 
watching Mary gracefully serve children, staff, and parents 
with a nurturing, reassuring smile.

That smile is contagious.  I can remember my own reticence 
in leaving my little ones, who were sometimes distraught 
about leaving me, but the warmth and smiles of the preschool 
staff, led by the constancy of Mary, provided the reassurance 
I needed to know that while at CCS, my children would be 

handled with loving care.  What 
every parent wants, Mary and 
her staff provide—a happy 
home away from home.  

Ask Mary what the focal point 
of her ministry has been, and 
she will tell you it is all about 
the children.  Cliché, right?  
Not for her.  She elaborates, 
“What memories do we want 
the children to have when they 
leave here?  How can we make 

certain they have those memories.  They know this is their 
classroom, not ours.  We want to encourage each child’s 
creativity and God-given personality.  When we start by 
trying to create the best memories for each child, we create 
a child-centered rather than teacher or organization-centered 
environment.  We need to know that we make every day 
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“We need to know that 

we make every day 

they have here the best 

it can be.”



they have here the best it can be.”

Why so much emphasis on creating those warm feelings 
and great memories?  Quite simply, the primary focus 
of our preschool program is to nurture children in the 
unquestionable conviction that there is a God who created 
them and loves them for who they are and that He can be 
trusted.  When those who teach and care for them provide 
such a happy experience, they attribute those qualities to 
God, and the roots of faith grow deep, especially during 
these most important years of development.

It’s not just the children who so are blessed by Mary’s 
reverence for the calling of serving little ones.  The turnover 
rate of our preschool staff is extremely low—remarkable, 
really.  Mary believes this is entirely due to our Christ-centered 
philosophy, which leads to greater unity and personal and 
interpersonal growth.   “That’s the core.  There is a great deal 
of respect and teamwork amongst the staff,” she explains.  
What she hears from families and staff members that come 
to CCS from other preschools is that there is pettiness within 
secular programs that detract from the unity of the faculty 
and mission.  She reflects, “We are always trying to give 
God the glory.  That eliminates problems that plague staff in 
other environments.”

Mary has been directing the preschool for 18 years, and 
one of her greatest joys is to reflect upon the growth of the 
program and its facilities over that period.  When her oldest 
child, Sarah, was two, Pop (grandpa Niehls) wanted to see all 
of his grandchildren at CCS, so he offered to pay for her to 
attend.  Mary brought Sarah to the preschool at the school’s 

first campus in the Coventry 
Hills Church of Christ building 
on South Hanover Street.  She 
volunteered in the preschool 
two days per week, while 
Sarah was in her classes.  She 
was one of those parents who 
was jealous of time with her 
children, and she was not about 
to just drop Sarah off.  Sarah is 
now the mother of Mary’s first 
two grandchildren.  Having 
her granddaughter, Bailey, 
in the preschool renewed her 
commitment to her vision for 
a quality Christian preschool.   
“Having a granddaughter helped 
to inspire me and rejuvenate me.  
When I had my granddaughter 
here, I began to see what we do 
through different eyes.  That 
helped me to see anew what 

we could improve upon.  I think our teachers have the same 
experience because they send their children through our 
program.”

After the first year, Mark Niehls, the founding superintendent, 
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asked Mrs. Niehls, his sister-in-law, to assist and then to 
teach preschool.  One thing led to another, and by her fifth 
year, she was directing the preschool program.  For years, 
Mary was simultaneously both a five-morning preschool 
teacher and the director.  When we started the Keystone Star 
program, she could no longer do both.  Her commitment to 
quality enhancements to her preschool ministry prompted 
her to reduce her teaching responsibilities to two mornings, 
and finally to full-time directing.  

Although directing the preschool was clearly her calling, 
Mary never really wanted to leave the classroom.  She has 
always missed being in the classroom, serving the children 
directly.  In keeping with her focus upon being child-centered, 
she has always seen her role as one of submission to the 
needs of the program before her own desires, explaining, “If 
I do this job well, I can help them [the teachers] all do their 
jobs well, and I can touch more children for the Lord than 
I could as a teacher in one classroom.  It’s not really what I 

wanted, selfishly, but it’s what God called me to do.”  That 
is the heart of Mary Niehls.

Twenty-three years is a long time.  When preparing for this 
story, I asked Mary if she ever grows weary of her job.  
She looked puzzled by my question and easily answered, 
“No, not with the little ones.  I never considered whether 
I should do something else.”  The secret of longevity with 
such energy and grace is found in Psalm 29:11, which she 
uses to encourage her staff, “The LORD gives strength to 
his people; the LORD blesses his people with peace.”  As 
Mary relies upon God to provide for her ministry and for 
the needs of her staff members as they serve our littlest 
Coventry Kids, he continually comes through.  

In 2014, Mary and her husband, J.D., plan to move to 
the family’s farm in Illinois.  As she looks forward to the 
changes that will bring not just for her but for the transitions 
in leadership in our preschool program, I asked her what 
her prayer would be for those she will leave to carry on her 
legacy and vision for a Christ-centered preschool.  Coming 
from a farming family, it is not surprising that she draws 
upon an agricultural metaphor to express that prayer, “I 
would pray that the staff members keep their eyes focused 
on Christ and that many seeds would be planted by us and 
nurtured by Him.”

“I would pray that the staff members keep 
their eyes focused on Christ and that many seeds 

would be planted by us and nurtured by Him.”



During teacher in-service this year I addressed the faculty 
and said something that I imagine is not commonly spoken 
among chief disciplinarians: “I hope students get in all 
sorts of trouble this year.”  We had a good laugh, and then 
I explained. “You see, one thing we know for certain is that 
all students sin.  The question 
is whether they get the 
opportunity to experience the 
Gospel in response to their sin.  
When students misbehave and 
‘get away with it,’ they reap 
much more trouble in their 
lives.  Getting ‘in trouble’ is 
no trouble at all; it can be the 
beginning of great freedom.”

I remember one of the first times I got caught.  There were 
many before and certainly more afterwards, but this one 
sticks out in my mind.  Great Brook Middle School, “home 
of Great kids.”  Casey and JP were charging toward each 
other in a rage.  We had heard about it all morning.  To make 
sure I did not miss any of the action, I got there early, and like 
a good Roman citizen, I egged on and heckled the gladiators, 
“Beat ‘em, JP!  You got this! Hit ‘em!”  When the smoke 
cleared, the boys cleaned up their bloody noses and served 
well-earned  suspensions.  I thought it was all over until the 
next day, when I got called to the principal’s office.  I was a 

little nervous, but being the Great kid that I was, I just thought 
they wanted me as an expert witness.  Our principal, Mr. 
Nanicelli, invited me into his office, beginning with small 
talk over the matter before dropping the bombshell.  With 
a sternness and intensity not yet revealed in the meeting, he 

stated, “I have several reports 
saying that you encouraged 
them to fight and that you 
were rooting them on.  This 
is a serious violation of 
our honor code – respect, 
cooperation, and honesty.  
Did you do this, Peter?”  I 
began to sweat and think 
about the consequences.  I 

lied through my teeth, and missed the opportunity to confess 
my sin and to find forgiveness.  I forfeited freedom for inner 
turmoil.  But worse, I learned how to navigate a situation in 
order to keep my reputation relatively clear.  

After serving as a school administrator, I now know how 
much time and effort it takes to discipline well.  I am thankful 
for Mr. N’s diligence in making sure that all the guilty parties 
were served justice.  Although I escaped the consequences 
that day, I was at least called on the carpet; someone noticed.  
Fortunately, for me there were more instances in which I was 
caught red-handed. 
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“Getting ‘in trouble’ 
is no trouble at all; it 

can be the beginning of 
great freedom.”

A

Theology

of 

Discipline
by Peter M. Shipman, M. Ed



THE RIGHT END
I tell this story to illustrate the blessing of  “getting in 
trouble.”  While the world scoffs and avoids discipline at 
all costs, discipline is not an unfortunate experience but is at 
the very center of the Christian life.  As disciples of Christ 
we are to love discipline.  Discipline is simply an expression 
of faithful love; everyone who is loved is disciplined.  The 
goal in discipline must be to seek the right object or end.  
For us, the end of discipline is becoming a disciple of Christ.  
While this is ultimately up to God, we can bless our children 
by continually holding out the Gospel to them, especially 
through the way we discipline. 

THE RIGHT ANTHROPOLOGY
The biggest mistake our culture makes in discipline is not 
with methodology, but with anthropology.  Our culture’s 
view of human beings is simply wrong. It believes that 
people are basically good.  The doctrine of original sin is not 
a popular one, even among Christians, but it is the truth.  As 
Paul explains in Romans 5, “Therefore, just as sin entered 
the world through one man, and death through sin, and in 
this way death came to all men, because all sinned – for 
before the law was given, sin was in the world.” (See also 
Romans 3:10)  Even if we did not have the special revelation 
of the Scripture, we know ourselves.  We are not naturally 
good.  We are at odds with God.

Our culture’s anthropology teaches that given the right 
circumstances, education, money, and experiences, every 
child will do right.  When a child continually chooses to do 
wrong, we are utterly perplexed, and we often use guilt to 
manipulate the child, “I have given you all these chances and 
all these supports and you still have not obeyed!”  With this 
errant anthropology, psychologists and educational experts 
continue to scramble to come up with the best methods to 
control student behavior and to bring out the good in them.  
Some have come up with some pretty elaborate methods that 
are not ineffective at controlling children, but they miss the 
core of the endeavor, which is transformation of the heart.  
The heart is the originator of all human behavior, and it is not 
that we need to bring out the inherent good in it but rather 
that it needs to be made good.  Jesus tells us, “For out of the 
overflow of his heart his mouth speaks.” (Luke 6:45, NIV)  
The wrong anthropology sends us in a direction of judgment, 
blame, and condemnation because we expect students to 
do good, but they are inherently unable to do so.  Out of 
frustration and exhaustion, we punish them. Contemporary 
character education programs seek to impart character by 
creating awareness, expecting children to choose wisely.  
If this is done apart from restoration of the heart through 
reconciliation with God, it is rendered ineffective.  If we are 
going to lead our children to transformation and redemption, 
it must be as God the Father leads us. 

SIMPLE IMITATION
While our culture continues to search for new ways to reach 
today’s youth, we can be thankful that the issue is not how 
much we know about the latest and greatest studies on child 
psychology, but how well we know God the Father.  While 
educational and psychological methodologies can prove 
useful, they first must be evaluated by Scripture.  Some 
theorists and methods are unbiblical and ineffective.  “See to 
it that no one takes you captive through hollow and deceptive 
philosophy, which depends on human tradition and the basic 
principles of this world rather than on Christ.” (Colossians 
2:8, NIV)   

The answers to disciplining our children lie in our imitation 
of God.  Discipline is simple imitation.  As God disciplines 
us, so we discipline our children.  Study how God disciplines 
His sons, and you know how to discipline yours.  “Know 
then in your heart that as a man disciplines his son, so the 
Lord your God disciplines you.” (Deuteronomy 8:5. NIV)  
“My son, do not despise the Lord’s discipline and do not 
resent his rebuke because the Lord disciplines those he 
loves.”  (Proverbs 3:11, NIV)  So how does God discipline?  
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First, God gives us clear expectations.  God was clear with 
Adam from the beginning – God told Adam what he could 
and could not do:  “you are free to eat from any tree in the 
garden; but you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge 
of good and evil, for when you eat of it you will surely die.” 
(Genesis 2:16-17) Are our directives clear?  Do our children 
understand what is both expected and not expected of them?  
Not all misbehavior is rooted in 
some great character problem or 
malicious intent.  Sometimes our 
children simply lack knowledge 
and wisdom.  Yet, we are often 
reactionary in our discipline.  “You 
know you should not be doing that.”  
Do they?  Have we told them?  We 
must explain ahead of time our 
expectations and the corresponding 
blessings and curses that come 
along with these expectations.  

While God commands children to obey their parents, he 
commands parents to not “provoke your children to wrath” 
(Ephesians 6:4, KJV) or “exasperate” (NIV) them.  It is 
utterly exasperating to have a parent who is always changing 
the rules and expectations.  

If our discipline is like God’s, we will discipline for the good 
of the child rather than for convenience.  God’s discipline 
is not based on his disposition.  Nothing provokes our kids 
to greater wrath than when we take our frustrations out on 
them.  We can curse our children in three ways:  First, by 
believing that they do not have a sin problem and thereby 
obscuring their view of the cross of Christ.  Second, by 

provoking them to wrath through 
unclear expectations and discipline 
that arise out of our current 
disposition.  Lastly, patronizing 
them through long, drawn out 
talks with mantras such as, “I 
expect more of you . . . you are 
a Shipman, after all.”  While our 
family names are important, they 
must not be the incentive for moral 
goodness.   Glory must be to God 
alone, not our family name.  All of 
the above are prevailing parental 

and pedagogical sins of the day.  

Second, God prohibits reinterpretation:  “So be careful to 
do what the Lord your God has commanded you; do not 
turn aside to the right or to the left.”  This is for our good.  

Discipline must seek 
to include children in 
relationship with us, 
and ultimately with 

God.
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He continues, “Walk in all the way that the Lord your God 
has commanded you, so that you may live and prosper 
and prolong your days in the land that you will possess.”  
(Deuteronomy 5:32-33)  When we set clear expectations 
for children, we must not allow them to use their fallen 
pension for manipulation to reinterpret our original, clearly 
articulated expectations.  Undisciplined reinterpretation 
cultivates a manipulative heart.  

Third, God prepares us for future temptations.  God does 
this in several ways.  First, He provides a way out for His 
children:  “No temptation has seized you except what is 
common to man.  And God is faithful; he will not let you 
be tempted beyond what you can bear.  But when you are 
tempted, he will also provide a way out so that you can stand 
up under it.”  (1 Corinthians 10:13, NIV)  This is good news; 
all temptations are common to man.  There is nothing that 
our children will face that is new or unique in some way and 
God will always provide a way of escape.  Do our children 
know this, or do they think they are trapped?  Have we 
provided a way for their escape?  God often does this through 
hypothetical situations, providing wisdom, commands, and 
counsel for when any variety of circumstances challenge 
his children’s faithfulness (Deuteronomy 13: 1-5).  Do we 
present hypothetical situations that train our children what 
to do in various circumstances?  For example, “Son, when 
a girl invites you to her house and you know her parents are 
not home you . . . “  We must seize opportunities to equip our 
children to resist temptation.

Fourth, God’s commands are not always positive.  Of the 
ten commandments, eight are negative (thou shall not . . .), 
while only two are positive (thou shall . . . ).  Our children 
must be told what is prohibited and the corresponding curses 
they will be under if they violate those prohibitions.  Lest 
we believe that God is an authoritative tyrant, it is vital 
that we understand that God did not place Adam and Eve 
in a culture of repression and anxiousness, leaving them 
wondering what God would do to them next.  God put his 
people in a world of unmerited blessing, both provisionally 
and relationally.  Our relationship with our children and our 
posture before them must be like God’s, full of unmerited 
grace and favor.  God didn’t wait until Adam did good to bless 
him.  Likewise, my sons do not have to do good or perform 
for me to love and appreciate them.  Therefore, discipline 
is always inclusionary, not exclusionary.  Children should 
never have to question whether they are loved, regardless 
of their track record.  We discipline so that our children will 
enjoy fellowship with the God that we mutually worship.  
Discipline must seek to include children in relationship with 
us, and ultimately with God.

OUR MUTUAL NEED
When we model our discipline after our Father’s, we 
identify with our children in our need for discipline and 
reconciliation with God.  We are in this together.  Have 
we sought forgiveness from our children lately?  We need 
to.  This does not mean that we shirk our authority or 
responsibility to discipline, as some have, thinking “ Who 
are we to discipline if we sin too?”  Rather, our own sin 
ought to motivate us to be devoted to our merciful Father, 
living in His grace so that we may impart this grace to our 
children.  Someone recently told me that we should “preach 
the Gospel to ourselves daily.”  Oh, how this would inform 
our discipline!  I cannot think of a greater task and gift 
than to partner with our Creator to discipline our children 
toward redemption and restoration through the Cross of 
Christ.  While our world is unredeeming, we can be agents 
of redemption.  
________________

Resources:  Shepherding a Child’s Heart, Tedd Tripp, 
Shepherds Press (2005); Teaching in the Light, Matt 
Whitling; Logos School Summer Teacher Training (2004).



by Jill Barton
What are the learning regrets in your educational history? 
Was it the borax bead that never came together during 
chemistry for you and your lab partner, the sewing of a hem 
in your home-economics class, or perhaps the inability to 
capture the joy and love of a subject that others seemed 
to easily conquer?  As parents, we most often want to see 
our children able to excel or at least manage the areas of 
difficulty that plagued our educational careers. Whether high 
school, college, or first grade, we rejoice with our children 
in their joy as they report home the details of the lessons of 
each day.  We are filled with twinges of sadness or regret for 
our children when they are not able to grasp a subject, most 
keenly if it happens to be a subject that we ourselves were 
never able to fully embrace. 

At Coventry Christian Schools, we are always seeking to 
present the truths of curriculum in every subject in a way 
that carries the most on-going and everlasting impact for our 
students. As we work with multiple accrediting organizations, 
such as the National Christian School Association and the 
Middle States Association of Colleges and Schools, we are 
able to combine our desire to do what is good and  right for 
our own students with the goal of meeting and exceeding 
externally established parameters that serve to provide 
further validation through these outside Christian and secular 
organizations. Excellent schools seek to not only meet the 
bar of good, but to seek and pursue what would be great.

Several years ago, as part of our ongoing discussion and 
commitment to serving our students, we began to discuss 
changes in our history and literature program, primarily for 
our secondary school students. It was our desire to provide 
students with a more dynamic and complete history and 
literature program. We also wanted to concurrently improve 

their ability to write and speak in ways that articulate truths 
about historic fact, literary analysis, and lifelong theological 
constructs.  We began to implement specific curriculum for 
our high school students and worked in committee to develop 
our own in-house rubric, or writing assessment standard, to 
gauge their progress in articulating their thoughts in writing 
essays and papers.  As we implemented these changes 
utilizing a curriculum called Omnibus, which is Latin for 
“all things,”  we realized that while we have always enjoyed 
our social studies and reading curriculum at the elementary 
level, and while our students had been well-served by typical 
standards of what is good, we would be able to serve our 
grammar (elementary) students in an even stronger fashion 
by providing an integrated history and literature program 
comprised of selections that bring history to life and that 
model the highest standards for excellence in prose.  
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Grammar School History & Literature:  

Building a Broader Foundation



After discussion, research, and visiting other grammar 
schools, we have now implemented the Grammar School 
model of teaching history and literature throughout our 
kindergarten through sixth grade levels.  This means that our 
“social studies” of our previous quarter century, a uniquely 
American construct, has been replaced by the long-term 
“history”  details that our forefathers learned.  It also means 
that the basal reading series has been replaced with class sets 
of chapter books and picture books designed to complement 
our history curriculum.  Student learning is now integrated 
across multiple subjects as students study both to learn how 
to be fluent readers and writers while fully immersed in rich 
language and authentic historical fiction and classic books 
and novels.  For each grade level, selections are largely 
influenced by the following themes:

        

When do you remember learning, “In 1492, Columbus 
sailed the ocean blue?”  I remember learning this fantastic 
detail about American history in first grade.  I was so proud 
that I was learning a “grown-up” fact and looked forward to 
learning more as Mrs. Alma Wetzel, close to 80 years old at 
the time, used her chart paper and Sharpie Marker to illustrate 
the Nina, Pinta and Santa Maria. Children in elementary 
school love to learn facts and details; they soak them up, 
anxious to show them off and to repeat them back to us.  
Unfortunately, many, including myself, were never taught 
the full continuum of history from the dawn of creation until 
the present day. When do most ever really fully grasp that 
1492 was NOT the first event in history? Unfortunately, 
as it was one of the first historical details taught to many,  
we were not offered anything but that which was linked to 
the panoply of the American social studies concept.  Our 
society is threatened by our short-term memory.  If it’s 
old, it’s irrelevant.  Do we wonder why we are tempted to 
sometimes view the Bible and its history as the material of 
myths and fairy tales?  Might it have something to do with 
the framework we were not provided as younger elementary 

students?  If history began in 1492.....are we really 
convinced that when we begin to learn anything prior to 
1492, such as Ancient Egyptian history in the seventh 
grade, that it has any bearing on the direction of our lives? 
How often do students struggle through their History of 
Western Civilization courses in college for lack of true 
ability to engage due to a lack of information from their 
grade school studies?

 Students are able to learn many facts and details at a 
young age that create the launching pad for their further 
studies in history and literature.  This year our grammar 
school students will become specialists in a specific era 
of history. They are reading historical fiction chapter 
books and picture books that reflect each era and are 
participating in class projects, themed days, and crafts 
which depict those studies and bring the era to life.  Fourth 
graders arrived on campus this year to be greeted by their 
own seven foot tall knight in shining armor as they began 
their year of study of the Middle Ages, Renaissance and 
Reformation.  They have each been dubbed ‘Squires 
of Truth,” and are working towards knighthood as they 
follow the history lessons of each week. Second grade 
students were captivated by the subject of ancient Egypt 
and made their own masks of Tutankhamen.  Third grade 
students have depicted various scenes from the Trojan 
War in its many aspects. 

 As we seek to add richness to our students’ lives, we 
look towards the past to broaden their foundation for 
understanding the place and time in which they find 
themselves today.  We are convinced that the best way to 
fully educate each child at Coventry Christian Schools is 
by liberally teaching the facts, details, and messages of the 
past through reading, writing, and and storytelling in the 
rich classical tradition of Western Civilization.
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Kindergarten- Berks, Chester and Montgomery      
County History

First Grade- Pennsylvania History

Second Grade- Old Testament and Ancient Egypt

Third Grade- New Testament and Greeks and 
Romans

Fourth Grade- Middle Ages, Renaissance and the 
Reformation

Fifth Grade- Explorers to 1815

Sixth Grade- 1816 to the Presnt



Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me, and do not 
forbid them, for of such is the kingdom of God.” (Luke 
18:16).  How comforting those words are to read, especially 
as one walks through the preschool hallways at CCS.  Being 
surrounded by the spirit of little children is like being in the 
kingdom of God.  Each one is a special and unique gift from 
God.  What a blessing it is for the preschool staff at CCS to 
not only see and hear the little children each day, but to also 
get to know each one on an individual basis: to know their 
likes and dislikes, what makes them smile and what we can 
do to challenge them to stretch out of their comfort zone and 
grow in certain areas.  In what way is God revealing His 
kingdom to you, through the special children He has placed 
in your life? 

Some children in particular have a way of melting our 
hearts.  For many of the staff at CCS, two-year-old Samuel 
Akinfenwa is one of those special children.  His smile lights 
up a room.  Anyone who sees Samuel’s smile does not soon 
forget it!  Little do most people who see his smile realize 
how truly precious it is, for Samuel has been through more 
than most young children his age.  

Samuel was born with sacral agenesis, which simply means 
he was born with crossed legs.  At 20 weeks of gestation, 
Samuel’s parents were given a grim prognosis with doctors 

suggesting they terminate the pregnancy or go ahead and 
give birth with little to no quality of life expected.  Seyi and 
Wole Akinfenwa, Samuel’s parents, believed that God would 
never give them more than they could handle and trusted 
Him to do a miracle and change things around.  Samuel saw 
a specialist every week for the first 12 months of his life, but 
he showed a positive attitude every day and continues to do 
so.  He sat independently at 5 months of age, began crawling 
at 8 months, and was pulling himself up on furniture to stand 
when he was 1 year old.  

Samuel started attending the infant room at CCS when he had 
just turned one year old.  When he was in the toddler room 
with the older one-year-olds, it didn’t take long for anyone 
to recognize that Samuel was very determined to keep up 
with the other children in the class.  The fact that he couldn’t 
walk was not going to stop him from joining in the fun of 
playing with his classmates.  To this day, he participates in 
any activity the other children do – moving the trains around 
the train table, reading books, painting pictures or swinging 
on the playground.  Whatever they do, he does.  Samuel gets 
a turn to be the line leader, just like any other two-year-old, 
and the class follows behind him.  

During the course of his time in the toddler room, Samuel 
underwent physical therapy to build up his muscle strength 
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and stretch his ligaments to help prepare his body for the 
treatment that lay ahead.  In early April 2012, Samuel 
had dual hip reduction surgery to correct his bilateral hip 
dislocation and crossed-legged condition.  He was in full 
leg casts for two months prior to surgery and then in a full 
body cast for two months after surgery.  Samuel had to 
spend much of his recovery time at home.  Family members 
traveled in from Nigeria to help support Samuel and his 
parents during the recovery process.  Even while at home 
recuperating, Samuel and his family kept in touch with his 
friends at CCS.  Samuel’s mother, Seyi, and his grandmother 
brought him in to school in the full body cast to celebrate his 
second birthday with his classmates.

In many ways, Samuel is just like any other two-year-old.  
He gets upset when he has to wait his turn for a favorite toy 
and tries to do everything he can “by himself.”  He likes to 
eat French fries, watch Caillou, play golf with papa, and to be 
read The Cat in the Hat.  Samuel has a big heart with a warm 
personality, and he is sensitive to other people’s feelings.  
But in other ways, Samuel is not like other two-year-olds.  
Simple movements require so much more effort on his part.  
What an amazing sight it is to see Samuel walking down 
the hall with the aid of his walker this year.  He has been 
through so much in the past year; it’s hard for even us adults 
to comprehend.  We are all anxiously waiting for the day that 
his mother and father come to pick him up from school while 
we watch him run over to give them a hug!   

Samuel’s parents feel blessed to be a part of the CCS 
community, where they know Samuel is loved and cared for 
in a way that supports and honors their hopes and dreams 
for their son.  It is the mission of CCS to ‘partner with 
parents,’ and as any partnership implies, it is a give and take 
relationship.  Despite all the Akinfenwas have been through 
in the past year, they still have time to reach out and help 
the CCS community in a way that is unique and special to 
them.  Our secondary students participate in a house system 

to help build student leadership, community spirit, promote 
(friendly) competition and strengthen relationships.  Equiano 
House is named after Olaudah Equiano (prince, slave, writer, 
abolitionist and first African missionary to Africa), who was 
born in Nigeria.  The Akinfenwa’s were approached on 
behalf of Equiano House to learn more about the culture of 
Nigerians in order to help set up a corner of the classroom 
that would help the students better appreciate their House’s 
namesake, Olaudah Equiano.  

Seyi & Wole would like to share this final thought with other 
friends & family at CCS:

“Samuel is a living example of the grace and glory of God 
on our lives.  Pre-birth, no one gave him a chance.  Doctors 
thought his life was not worth saving.  Post-birth, surgeons 
gave him little chance of sitting, crawling or walking: and 
the Lord continues to strengthen him as he proves them 
all wrong.  We know that our God is a good God, and He 
has been gracious to us.  He has given us the opportunity 
to witness the best smile you could ever expect to see, we 
only pray that that smile will remain with Samuel all his life 
as he continues to portray God’s glory on earth.  We hope 
that Samuel grows to affect his generation, attain whatever 
he sets his mind to become, and that his story continues to 
inspire others to be better and trust that God is always ready 
to answer with a resounding “yes” when you seek Him in 
spirit and in truth.”
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From 

In educational circles, 
we always talk about the 
importance of modeling and of 
learning by doing.  We know 
these strategies trump all other 
methodology.  This poses a real 
challenge to the most important 
lessons in our curriculum.  Our 
mission statement calls us to 
equip our students to serve God 
and others.  The charge comes 
from Jesus’ declaration of the 
greatest commands, to love 
God with everything we have and to love our neighbors as 
ourselves.  To be sure, our curriculum teaches these principles.  
Students commit to memory inspirational scriptures along 
these lines, but simply memorizing scriptures about loving 
God and neighbor, simply complying with school rules that 
require respect for others, and simply singing songs about 
loving one another will not necessarily lead to the actions 
outlined by the prophet Isaiah.  

Knowledge puffs up, but love builds up.  This is why we 
have incorporated opportunities to love our neighbor into 
our informal curriculum.  Informal curriculum consists of 
those things we do that are not tied to formal assessment.  
Service projects and service hour requirements are examples 
of this greatest commands curriculum.  We believe that if 
students are engaged in acts of compassion, whether required 
by school policy or elected by the students voluntarily, the 
Holy Spirit will cultivate in the sensitive student the genuine 

desire to serve and an authentic 
love for his or her neighbor.

Since the spring of 2011, God 
has been growing a ministry 
that is teaching our students 
far more about mercy, love, 
justice, and compassion than 
any curriculum we have 
carefully designed ourselves.  
In last spring’s issue of Insight, 
we shared with our readers the 
Project Purpose story.  Though 

a fairly new program of Coventry Christian Schools, Project 
Purpose is becoming a hallmark of our school.  The local 
church community, public schools, non-profit organizations, 
and citizens of the Pottstown area are talking about Project 
Purpose and CCS.  The prophet Isaiah declared that when 
God’s people break the yoke of the oppressed, their light 
breaks forth like the dawn.  Our campus is becoming 
a shining city on a hill, and God is being glorified in our 
community because of Project Purpose.

The traditional school and childcare programs at CCS 
currently serve 300 students and their families.  Project 
Purpose currently serves over 50 underserved public school 
students per week through after-school and weekend tutoring 
(and many are on the waiting list, hoping for their own 
tutor/mentor), Project Garden, and mentoring relationships.  
Parents of Project Purpose students are also receiving GED 
tutoring and life skills training.  Most families served come 
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by Paul Q. Fisher & Rachel Kratz

Project Purpose
A Curriculum for the Greatest Commands

“Is not this the kind of fasting I have chosen:
 to loose the chains of injustice

 and untie the cords of the yoke,
to set the oppressed free

        and break every yoke. . .

Then your light will break forth like the dawn. . .
And if you spend yourselves on behalf of the hungry

and satisfy the needs of the oppressed,
then your light will rise in the darkness 

and your night will become like the noonday.”

Isaiah 58:6-7, 10
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we teach them in the classroom will become credible and 
true for them as well. 

Project Purpose is God’s will for us.  He will provide for its 
work.  Thus far, however, CCS has not committed any of its 
operating funds to the ministry.  We have instead sought all 
funding for it from foundations and the generosity of local 
Christians.  The school operates with roughly a two million 
dollar budget.  The budget for Project Purpose:  $37,500.  
Our traditional school program shares curriculum resources 
and the building with Project Purpose, but does not fund it. 

 

To date, tuition-paying families have not been asked to do 
anything to subsidize Project Purpose personnel or programs.  
To fund the ministry, $125 of each full-time student’s tuition 
would be earmarked for Project Purpose.  We do not yet 
have any plans to do this, but Project Purpose is our God-
given ministry.  If we are not going to fund it through tuition 
revenue, then we must work together to ask God’s people 
to do his work through contributions and service.  Grant-
making foundations are hesitant to support the work because 
of our stated intent to share Christ’s love with the students 
we serve.  This makes it all the more important for God’s 
people to be the answer to our prayers for God’s provision.  
A letter is being shared with churches in the Pottstown area 
in anticipation of Project Purpose Sunday, which is being 
celebrated on January 13, 2013.  Please read it and think 
about how you might be able to spread the word and to help 
support a ministry that not only meets the educational and 
spiritual needs of our most needy neighbors but also provides 
a highly effective curriculum for our loftiest objectives for 
our traditional students.

What would it be like of CCS could deliver its mission not 
only to the students within its four walls during the traditional 
school day but also to dozens if not hundreds of students 
who attend the public schools during the school day as well?  
We don’t have to imagine.  It’s already happening.  We need 
you to help us ensure that it always will.

To read the letter about Project Purpose Sunday, please go to   
http://project-purpose.org/ways-to-give.htm.

from the Rolling Hills subsidized housing development.  
Dozens of volunteers from eight local Christian churches 
work alongside us.  Both elementary and secondary CCS 
students, faculty members, administrators, and parents 
are all serving in Project Purpose.  Through their service, 
they are receiving a profound education in multicultural 
diversity, socioeconomic problems, educational injustice 
and inequality, and in the power of the Holy Spirit expressed 
in love for a neighbor.

When we sensed God calling us to start Project Purpose, we 
believed it was primarily about CCS being good stewards of 
the resources with which God had blessed us by using them 
to bless as many students and families as possible.  God is a 
champion of the underdog, and Jesus Christ came to the least 
of these, so we were compelled to make Coventry Kids of 
our most needy neighbors, who happen to also be the most 
neglected and misunderstood population in our local public 
schools.  We knew that that the vast majority of those we 
would serve through the ministry would never be able to 
actually attend the traditional school program at CCS, but 
that did not mean we could not have a redeeming ministry 
to them.  The Holy Spirit showed us how to think outside 
of the box of traditional private education, and the result is 
remarkably unique and highly effective.

To be sure, the work of Project Purpose is at the center of 
God’s will for Coventry Christian Schools.  Jesus Christ laid 
his life down not only for the privileged in our community 
but also and especially for those who have the least reason 
to hope for a future.  If we are faithful to God’s calling to 
provide this ministry to our neighbors, to even go a step 
farther and consider our neighbors as viable members of the 
Coventry Christian family, then our children will certainly 
begin their lives as disciples of Christ much farther along on 
the journey than where most of us began ours.  If they see 
us laying down our lives for the cause of Christ among those 
most in need, they will follow in our steps, and the lessons 



She started out by writing, “I think that one person could 
make a difference. If you try you could probably  make a 
difference.  I don’t think that person would be me.  I’m too 
shy.  I think you would have to be more confident.  I could 
maybe make a difference through writing...”  And that was 
just one of the responses to the first 
writing assignment for our Creative 
Writing class this year.  

The questions were up on the white 
board.  Just words on a board that 
would soon come to life with the 
students’ responses.  There were three 
questions.  1) Do you believe that one 
person can make a difference?  2) 
What if that person is you?  3) What 
kind of difference would you make?

The responses varied.  Some students 
are more assertive and confident than others.  I was blown 
away by the 9th grade girl’s words alluding to her certainty 
that someday she will be a children’s pastor.  “God blessed 
me with the gift of being a kingdom worker through 
children,” she wrote.  Or the response I got from the young 
man who wrote, “The definition of difference is leaving 
something changed better or worse than it was before.  So I 
make differences every day...”  Another one that quickly got 
my attention stated, “I would be very happy (if I was the one 
person to make a difference) because not only did I change 
something, I changed myself in the process...”  

Such great responses are liable to make any teacher excited 
for the year ahead.  And truly one person can make a 
difference.  I never thought I’d become a teacher, yet I recall 

being in the 5th grade with Sister Dorothy as my teacher.  If 
I would ever become one, I wanted to be just like her.  She’d 
laugh with us, cry with us, and just be herself with us, and 
I loved her!  Then there was Deanna, a woman I met for a 
brief period of time.  She taught me how to be faithful to 
God in the face of death itself, as at the age of 36 she faced 
a painful terminal disease that took her life.  I have seen and 
learned in my lifetime that beauty can be found in painful 
situations.  I have learned that people may grow weary in 
despair, but God’s love never fails.  I have noted that a smile 
comes easily, even to those who are suffering.  And so on 
and so on.  I have learned life’s lessons and have witnessed 
the difference that people have made in my life and the lives 
of others. 

The words people speak can also make a difference.  In fact, 
quotes left behind by some influential people are still making 
a difference in the lives of others.  Words... mere words that 
were spoken are still influencing how we think.  Quotes like 
the following: 

A house divided against itself cannot stand -- I believe this 
government cannot endure permanently half slave and half 
free. - Abraham Lincoln 

Life’s most urgent question is “What are 
you doing for others?” - Martin Luther 
King Jr. 

We are all pencils in the hand of God.  
-Mother Teresa 

“There is no pit so deep, that God’s love 
is not deeper still.” ― Corrie Ten Boom 

It is us, and the way we live life, that make 
a difference every day.  Furthermore, 
it is God who ultimately is making the 

difference through us.  We simply need to be available and 
willing.  He can use our skills and talents, and He can use our 
inabilities and weaknesses.  He allows us the opportunities 
to bless or curse.  He provides us with the words to speak.  
He grants us the numbered days to live life to the fullest, as 
we spread the joy He brings.  He gives us a beginning and 
an end, but promises us eternity in Christ.  There is so much 
within us that God has already accomplished to enable us 
to make a difference!  That is the lesson I hope my students 
learn this year.  

Do you believe that one person can make a difference?  
Indeed!  He already has!  And now I share what He has done 
so that the lives of others are changed just as mine has been 
changed by Him.

by Lucy DeJesus
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Do you believe 

that one 

person can make a 

difference?  Indeed!  

He already has!

Not Just Words



by Ashleigh Hartz, 9th Grade

The Incarnation and creation are two of the most important 
events of all time.  They represent both a physical and 
metaphorical new beginning.  The entire universe was 
given a chance to prosper when God created it, but the 
creation chose corruption.  In response, the Son, the Word 
of God, became one of us, creating another chance for life 
after corruption, death, and decay entered the world.  The 
Incarnation provides forgiveness and gives the world reason 
to love Christ.
 When Jesus, God’s Word made flesh, came to Earth, 
he knew God’s plan was to redeem his corrupt creation, 
which was destined for decay.  In Athanasius’ On the 
Incarnation, he explains,  how the Word, dwelling in the 
flesh of Jesus of Nazareth, brought life over death.  “But 
the indwelling of the Word loosed it [Jesus’ body] from this 
natural liability [death], so that corruption could not touch 
it. Thus it happened that two opposite marvels took place at 
once: the death of all was consummated in the Lord’s body; 
yet, because, the Word was in it, death and corruption were 
in the same act utterly abolished.” (Athanasius, 49) He had 
to live a perfect and sinless life by resisting all temptation 
and doing things for the good of his people.  This was as 
hard or maybe even harder for Jesus than it would be for 
any other human.  In Matthew 4:1-11, Jesus had to resist 
the temptations of Satan.  No one in the human race has not 
eaten for forty days and nights, all the while withholding 
their power to create food.  If we had the power that Jesus 
did, we would be selfish and use it for the good of ourselves.  
The reason for this is traced back to the creation.  Adam and 
Eve had everything they could ever want except the fruit 
from one tree.  They fell into temptation so easily, as we 
all have done, and brought sin into the world (Genesis 3).  
Because of the fall of mankind and cures of death and decay 
that ensued, something had to be done.  God’s solution was 
to use the Incarnation as a second creation, a second chance.  
He didn’t wipe out the planet and physically recreate it, but 
instead he sent his Son, Jesus, to take the just punishment for 
the world and to give creation a clean slate.
 Only God could wipe that slate clean.  A person may 
apologize for sin against another, but the offended person 
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is not likely to totally forgive and forget.  Someone may 
say they forgive you, but they will carry the offense with 
them in some way.  If we think of every person we know 
one by one, there will be a negative thought, experience, or 
judgment associated with each person.  The reason for this is 
that we do not  forgive or forget in the same way God does.  
He wipes away our sin, while we keep a record of others’ 
sin.  When someone says, “I’m sorry,” they typically intend 
to say that they truly regret what they did and will try their 
hardest not to do it again.  However, the biblical intent for 
apology is not only repentance but a plea for mercy.  To say, 
“I’m sorry,” to God means to ask for his forgiveness and 
mercy.  For most offended people, providing mercy to those 
who have offended them is difficult and rarely embraced.  
However, with God, no matter what sin we commit there 
is always a chance for forgiveness.  Before the Incarnation, 
however, This was not so.  For a sin such as adultery, for 
example, the law of Moses required that the offenders be 
stoned.  Just as death came through one man, Adam, life 
comes to all men through one man, the Son of God in the 
flesh.  After the original creation, one sin was all it took to 
bring corruption into the world.  After the Incarnation, all of 
fallen creation is offered redemption and mercy.
 The Incarnation also provides us with another 
reason to love the Christ. When the Word became flesh, he 
showed many of God’s attributes very boldly.  He showed 
that nothing is impossible through God.  People said 
blindness had no cure; Jesus healed the blind man (John 
9). People said death was final; Jesus resurrected Lazarus 
and himself (John 11:38-44; John 20).  The very act of 
becoming like his creation demonstrated his great humility, 
while his sinless journey through temptation demonstrated 
his perfection.  Most strikingly, his voluntary suffering on 
behalf of his enemies, demonstrated his forgiveness.
 The Trinity reveals a God of relationship who will 
stop at nothing to give new life to his dying creation.  The 
blessings given to us by the Incarnation are inconceivable.  
God has given all of himself, through the Incarnation, to 
redeem and to have relationship with his creation.  

How Should We Understand the History of the Incarnation and its 
Relationship to Creation?



Zach Sizemore (’09) has always enjoyed taking things apart and 
figuring out how they work.  He has always been analytical, not 
just about technology but about life.  As a CCS student, he enjoyed 
intellectual sparring with the faculty and his peers.  It was no 
surprise to his family when he decided to major in engineering at 
Messiah College.  He did consider other disciplines, thoroughly 
enjoying philosophy, the Bible, and the humanities, but felt most 
engaged in the physical sciences and mathematics, identifying 
them as his gifts.  “I wanted to study in the optimum subject for 
me,” he explains.  “If you get challenged in the area of your gift, 
you can surpass whatever you would accomplish in an area where 
you are challenged but not gifted.”

As much as Zach enjoys theoretical discussions in physics and 
mathematics, engineering appeals most to him because he loves 
connecting obscure, complex math to very real applications 
in engineering.  “We get to truly understand the theoretical in 
application, which is something that pure mathematicians never 
get to truly experience.”  During our recent discussion in the 
student union on Messiah’s campus, he grew animated and wide-
eyed explaining to me how mathematics drives hair dryers, my 
laptop sitting on the table between us, and the door closer faithfully 
serving the students exiting near our table.  He’s a kid in a candy 
shop.  “I do homework problems that take like two pages of work.  
It’s crazy.  Those things from calculus that I thought I’d never 
use—I’m using them.”  

It’s not just all of the practical applications of calculus and even 
imaginary numbers that have Zach surprised these days.  When 
he graduated from CCS in 2009, he never gave water quality 
in Ghana and Niger a second thought.  When he and his peers 
collected pocket change in small group chapels at CCS so that they 

could support a child through World Vision, he had no expectation 
that his life would become integrally tied to the organization and 
its work in Ghana and Niger.  When he traveled with his senior 
class to Juarez, Mexico to build a house for a homeless family, 
he wasn’t planning on expanding his reach to other developing 
countries.  Still, one never knows where the Lord is ultimately 
directing his steps.  

Last spring, Messiah’s Collaboratory for Strategic Partnerships 
and Applied Research, a campus organization that seeks to 
increase hope and transform lives through service in the areas of 
its academic disciplines, including engineering, was awarded a 
$733,000 grant from World Vision, thanks to the support of the 
Conrad Hilton Foundation.  Zach joined the Collaboratory in the 
spring of 2011, and the grant from that organization to which he 
gave his pocket change is giving him a new view of engineering. 

Zach’s first work with the Collaboratory was on the Systematic 
Hand-pump Testing team, which designed a hand-pump that would 
allow disabled individuals to access clean drinking water.  He then 
worked on the Garden Water Access Project, which provided an 
economically viable irrigation solution that enables inhabitants 
of arid, rural regions to increase production of self-sustaining and 
income-generating crops.  He worked on that project until the 
establishment of the India Mk II Project, which is identifying and 
ameliorating causes of mechanical failures in installations of the 
India Mark II pump to increase the time that the pump is delivering 
water to communities.  Communities in Ghana and Niger will be 
served by the immediate results of this project.  The India Mark 
II pump, however, is widely deployed by World Vision and other 
development organizations around the world, so recommended 
improvements in design, manufacturing, installation, and 
maintenance made to World Vision by Zach and his team may be 
shared with other NGOs to benefit many other communities.  Last 
spring, Zach was hired as a paid intern on the project and is now 
serving as not only the leader of the project but also as the leader 
of the entire Water Group, which currently includes seven project 
groups working on water testing, filtration, purification and pump 
and access systems and monitoring in communities that lack the 
resources to meet their basic water needs.  

The Collaboratory’s vision is “to share the gospel of Jesus Christ 
in life, word and deed by partnering with others for projects 
that foster justice, empower the poor, reconcile adversaries, and 
care for the earth.”  This vision is reflected in Zach’s underlying 
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philosophy for engineering.  For him, engineering is the means to 
making the human experience better.  “That aspect of engineering, 
which is central to the project that I’m leading, empowers me 
to use my gifts to provide access to clean water to those whose 
very lives are threatened by its inaccessibility.  The beauty of our 
partnership with World Vision is 
that they share water, but they 
also share the Gospel.” 

So far Zach’s work on behalf of 
the people of Mali and Niger has 
been from thousands of miles 
away, with no personal contact 
with those he serves.  However, 
he is planning to make a trip 
to Burkina Faso, a land-locked 
country in West Africa, bordered 
by Mali and Niger, in January 
2013.  The Collaboratory has an 
established partner in a handicapped center in Mali, to the north 
of Burkina.  He hopes to support the Garden Water Access Project 
there by taking a newly designed pump, designs, construction 
documents, and the jigs to make all of the cuts for the pump 
components.  This would give the Messiah alumnus working 
there the ability to build and repair water pumps using materials 
available locally.   

When we design curriculum and culture-building activities at 

CCS, we have in mind our published Portrait of a Graduate, which 
guides us in those crucial decisions about what we will and will 
not do as we educate ut vitam habeant.  I was reading over it after 
meeting with Zach to discuss the India Mk II Project.  The excerpts 
from our Portrait that jumped off of the page at me follow:

“His experiences have taught 
him to be perpetual student, a 
contributor, a problem-solver, 
a critical thinker, and a ‘team 
player.’  He views his body, 
post- secondary education, 
career decisions, social life, 
and citizenship from an eternal 
perspective, considering what 
God would have him do with 
the gifts that he has been given, 
asking himself how he will serve 
others with those gifts.”

From collecting pocket change for World Vision in small group 
chapels at CCS, to building a house for the homeless in Mexico 
on our senior class trip, to using calculus to provide live-giving 
water to the people of West Africa, that vision statement for our 
graduates is finding fulfillment in Zach’s journey at Messiah.  If 
you are interested in learning more about The Collaboratory, you 
can visit thecollaboratoryonline.org.
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“The beauty of our 
partnership with World 
Vision is that they share 

water, but they also share 
the Gospel.”

Nathan is living in Bellingham, Washington, where 
he works as the Social Media Coordinator for Logos 
Bible Software.  He worships and serves with Christ 
the King Church, where he is the leader of DOXA 
Movement, a high school ministry.  He also leads a 
young adult ministry called Ekklesia.  Nathan is the 
proud owner of an outstanding beard, which he says 
is “looking pretty good these days.”

Nathan Smoyer (’05)

Elizabeth Snyder (’11)

Elizabeth is a sophomore at Harding University in 
Searcy, AR, and was recently engaged to Christopher 
Zanca.

Cory Trego (’10)

Cory Trego is a junior at Lycoming College, where 
he has completed an internship with the PA Fish 
and Boat Commission, gaining field experience in 
fresh water ecology.  Cory writes for The Lycourier, 
Lycoming’s student paper.

Charlie (’05) and Dana Dilliplane (’06) Perich

Charlie and Dana Perich relocated from Pottstown, 
Pennsylvania to Jacksonville, North Carolina, where 
Dana is teaching 8th grade language arts at Hunter’s 
Creek Middle School.

Alumni News
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Baseball Team Builds on Success
For years, CCS has struggled to put together a baseball 
program in consecutive years.  2012 saw the middle school 
team put on an impressive display in all facets of the game, 
finishing its second consecutive year of solid play with an 
impressive 8-4 record.  On the offensive front, the team was 
led by Jeremiah Niehls, who batted .543 with a .943 slugging 
percentage.  Niehls also led the team in pitching with a record 
of 4-2, averaging 9.3 strikeouts per game. 

Sports Boosters Update
Boosters completed a new concession stand addition to the 
Events Center.  Four teams will also be sporting new uniforms 
as the year progresses.  Coaches have also caught the spirit 
of Boosters by requesting new equipment and supplies which 
will assist their efforts to bring the best athletic program to 
our school.  Boosters has joined together with PTO to supply 
an AED defibrillator to the Events Center.  The Cheer squad 
received financial support to help them get to the National 
Championships of the Fellowship of Christian Cheerleaders.  
Boosters’ annual O’Grady’s CCS Sports Day fundraiser will 
be February 19.  Raffle basket donations will be accepted.  
Mark your calendars and don’t miss this fun event. 

Clare Price Receives Teacher of Year Honor
Clare Price was recently named the Agriculture in the 
Classroom Teacher of the Year Runner-up because of her 
engaging work with students in her life science classes.  
The award was given by the Pennsylvania Farm Bureau. 
Accompanying the distinction was an award of $250 of 
agricultural science books for our library and an invitation for 
Mrs. Price to attend a banquet at Penn State in honor of the 
award recipients. 

Founder’s Dinner Supports 
Mark E. Niehls Endowment

The Mark E. Niehls Endowment was given 
a $15,000 kickstart at the annual Founder’s 
Dinner.  The endowment was established to 
provide perpetual revenue for scholarships 
offered in the name of our founder and 
superintendent of 28 years, Mark E. Niehls.  
We could not think of a more appropriate 
way to honor the Niehls legacy.  The dinner 
featured stirring presentations that captured 
the character and contributions of Mr. Niehls.

Non-profit Finance Fund Awards 
$43,350 to CCS

With the consolidation of campuses in 2011, the need for 
additional bathrooms in the preschool and kindergarten 
wings presented a challenge to building and grounds 
funds.  Mary Niehls, Preschool Director, and Cheryl 
Snyder, Librarian and Grant Committee Chair, wrote a 
grant proposal for the Non-profit Finance Fund, which has 
a history of supporting the preschool program at CCS.  A 
grant for $43,350 was approved in May, which funded the 
construction of two bathrooms across the hall from the 
kindergarten classrooms and one new in-room bathroom in 
the three-year-old room.  The addition of the bathrooms has 
helped the kindergarten program recuperate instructional 
time that was previously spent traveling to bathrooms on the 
second floor and has eliminated the need for preschoolers to 
utilize gang lavatories in the secondary school wing.  The 
grant writing efforts of our faculty and administration save 
our parents tens of thousands of dollars annually, and this 
project is one more example of the commitment to good 
stewardship that has always been a hallmark of CCS.

Student Leaders Attend Eric Metaxas Lecture on 
Bonhoeffer

House leaders Amy Minemier, CJ Bornholm, and Isaac Kim 
attended the PA Family Institute’s annual dinner at Hershey 
Lodge to hear a lecture by best-selling author, Eric Mataxas.  
Mataxas shared a compelling presentation centered on key 
points from his recent biography of Dietrich Bonhoeffer, 
entitled Bonhoeffer: Pastor, Martyr, Prophet, Spy. The Cost 
of Discipleship by Bonhoeffer is a staple of our high school 
curriculum.  Bonhoeffer’s status as a House Hero at CCS 
is largely due to his demonstrations of what it means to be 
a authentic disciple, and Mataxas’s lecture established the 
relevance of Bonhoeffer’s Germany to the current political 
culture in America.



In 2001, Harrisburg passed the Educational Improvement 
Tax Credit legislation, giving Pennsylvania businesses 
the opportunity to direct up to 90% of their state business 
taxes to fund scholarships for students attending the private 
school of their choice.  Each business can now contribute 
up to $400,000.  Since 2001, more than 5,100 businesses in 
Pennsylvania have contributed to EITC, receiving tax credits 
for up to 90% of their contributions.  State Senator John 
Rafferty and State Representatives Tom Quigley and Mike 
Vereb have fought to maintain and expand this program.   

We are pleased 
to have received 
the support of 
local businesses 
for the 2012-13 
scholarship year.  
John Cutillo, 
owner of Cutillo’s 
Restaurant in 
Sanatoga, on 
High Street just 
down the hill from 
P l e a s a n t v i e w 
Rd., jumped at 
the opportunity 
to provide 
scholarships for 
Coventry Kids 
while receiving 
his business tax credit, “I feel that school choice is long 
overdue and that it would make both the public schools 
and the private schools better-- and that’s a big win for the 
students.”

John Pequeno, owner of Ideal Concepts, an insurance broker 
in Allentown, PA, stated that because he believes in what we 
are doing at Coventry Christian Schools, he was “excited 
about being able to have a choice regarding where some of 
my tax dollars go.” 

Thomas Kratz. owner of Thomas E. Kratz, Inc., a home 
improvement provider in Spring City, was drawn to the 
program because of the work his daughter, Rachel, does 
as the director of Project Purpose, the school’s educational 
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ministry to local underserved youth.  “My initial response 
was that I would love to put my tax dollars directly into 
the hands of Coventry Christian Schools.  I did not hesitate 
to take part in this unique program, wanting to give to it 
because I love the fact that CCS is ministering through 
Project Purpose and reaching out to less-fortunate students 
in the community.”

Don and Brandy Smale, owners of Colorworks, Inc., a full 
service marketing and graphic support company, continued 

their tradition of 
support for the 
Coventry Kids 
by making a two-
year commitment 
to our scholarship 
program.

W i t h o u t 
contributions to our 
scholarship fund, 
one-third of our 
students could not 
attend CCS.  In a 
recent thank-you 
letter, a mother 
of scholarship 
recipients wrote, “it 
[the EITC program] 
has been a critical 

blessing in the lives of our children, allowing us to keep 
them at CCS even through tough economic times.  Our 
family values the education our children are getting, and 
along with the academics, we have seen our children grow 
exponentially spiritually because of this program.”  

Our Office of Advancement encourages all CCS families 
to mention the EITC program to business owners in their 
circle of influence.  The growth of this program would 
reduce our need to conduct the annual Coventry Kids Fund 
drive and could position us to use fundraising for capital 
and program growth and development.  Let’s all do our part 
in supporting local businesses that support our students and 
their families as well.  They deserve our thanks!

Give $15,300 to CCS Scholarships
Local Business Owners 

by Mark Niehls
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